
YEAR END GIVING GOAL: $1,827,145

MAIL your check in the enclosed envelope*

ONLINE at rollinghillscovenant.com/give

TEXT any amount to 310.307.3661

DROP OFF your gift in an offering box at church

Donate STOCKS by calling the Business Office at 
310.521.5250



Dear Church Family, 

We are heading into the time of year that is loaded down with traditions. No doubt, you and your family have many traditions 
that are associated with Thanksgiving, Christmas and the New Year. Oftentimes, we find ourselves steeped in traditions with 
little or no understanding of how they began, yet we participate in them with joy. I am reminded of the musical “Fiddler on 
the Roof.” It begins with the main character Tevye, a poor milkman, explaining life in his village, “Because of our tradition 
we have kept our balance for many, many, years. You may ask, how did this tradition get started? I’ll tell you…I don’t 
know! But it’s a tradition and because of our traditions every one of us knows who he is, and what God expects him to do. 
Tradition!”

I recall my first exposure to the Year End Giving campaign when I began attending our church in 1995. Over these last 25 
years I, like you, have seen the annual appeal to this cause. Perhaps you have wondered, as I have, how this began at Rolling 
Hills Covenant. I inquired of some of our seasoned saints as to its origins. According to them, it goes back decades and 
came about because normally the church found itself behind budget in this season. It also afforded an opportunity for the 
congregation to consider how they might invest any potential year-end bonuses, to examine their tax situation, and perhaps 
most importantly to take a personal inventory of their giving during the past year. Over the years, these reasons faded from 
memory, and the Year End Giving campaign became…tradition!

God is not, and never has been, short of funds. Psalm 24:1, “The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof, the world and 
those who dwell therein.” Everything belongs to God and anything that we have comes from Him. James 1:17, “Every good 
gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow 
due to change.” When it comes to our personal finances, we must recognize two key theological principles: 1) It all belongs 
to God. 2) What we possess we are merely stewards or managers of. Year End Giving gives all of us an opportunity to take 
stock of our lives relative to our management of resources.

It is my belief that the New Covenant believer has three guiding principles for giving to God. First: 2 Corinthians 9:7a, “Each 
one must give as he has made up in his heart.” We want to prayerfully consider what God would have us give. What has He 
laid on our hearts and on our minds? Our desire is to be in concert with Him. Second, from this same verse: 2 Corinthians 
9:7b, “Not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” A letter such as this is not designed to twist 
arms or make people feel guilty. Arguably God would not be pleased with such a letter nor would He delight in offerings 
that were forced and didn’t come from an attitude of cheer. Third: 2 Corinthians 8:3-4, “For they (the Macedonians) gave 
according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own free will, begging us earnestly for the favor 
of taking part in the relief of the saints.” This third principle is one of sacrifice, of going above and beyond for the Kingdom. 
The Christ-follower has three guideposts for giving: If it is from the heart, it is given cheerfully, and it comes with personal 
sacrifice. Year End Giving offers all of us the opportunity for self-examination in the area of giving to God. 

Finally, I would close with two thoughts. We are extremely grateful for the generosity of the saints during these 
unprecedented times. This has been the most challenging time for all of us, both personally and corporately. Yet you have 
been incredibly faithful in your giving and we are truly appreciative of that. Secondly, let us remember that this generosity 
translates into our ability to preach the Word, reach the lost, disciple the saints, provide relief to the suffering, and to exalt 
the name of Christ. May He be pleased as we continue in His mission during the coming year.

In His Name,

Sam Evans
Interim Senior Pastor

NAME:  

ADDRESS:  

      

GIFT AMOUNT: $       

*Make checks payable to Rolling Hills Covenant Church


