
 

 

Think About It 

  Men and Women:  Equally loved, valued and gifted in Christ. Galatians 3:26-29 
 

In the first week of our “Together” series, we learned that both men and women are 
created in the image of God (see Gen 1:26-27, 5:1-2). This means in and through our 

gender, male and female, we reveal the image and glory of God. As both genders 
reveal God’s image, both have equal worth, dignity and value before God and in the 
world. This was a radical idea in the culture and religions of the ancient Near East. The 
New Testament expresses this truth in Galatians 3:26-29, stating that both men and 

women who are “in Christ” are children of God.  We have experienced the same 
“baptism in Christ” referring to our salvation.  We have each been clothed with Christ 
referring to our new and deepest identity as belonging to God. We have all been made 
one in Christ and share an eternal inheritance in God’s kingdom.   
 
How does knowing that both male and female are needed to reveal the glory of 
God change how you think about the opposite gender?   

 
In Christ, men and women are children of God, brothers and sisters who are 
recipients of God’s amazing and undeserved grace.  If you were to view every 
man at RHCC as your brother, and every woman at RHCC as your sister, how 
would that change both your perspective and action toward them?  

 
In Galatians 3:28, Paul states, “There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, 
nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”  These were the 
identity markers in the first century world, much like today.  Paul is not dismissing the 
reality or importance of our ethnicity, social class, or gender from our identity or self-
understanding.  He is expressing the biblical truth that once we come to Christ, we have 
a deeper, more primary identity over against these secondary traits. Therefore, as we 
share a new primary identity as God’s children, we no longer divide along these 
secondary traits but live as one in the body of Christ.   
 
How have you made these secondary traits (ethnicity, social class, gender) 
primary? 
 
What would it look like to define yourself first and foremost as a child of God in 
Christ?   

  
In Galatians 3:28 the Bible is not erasing gender distinctions, nor is it minimizing the 

beauty of our differences and how men and women are kenegdo- “like opposites”  
(Gen 2:18).  Equal worth, dignity and value in Christ are not about erasing gender 
distinctions, for men and women are not interchangeable.  In fact, the Bible paints a 
very clear picture of how necessary both genders are for the fulfillment of God’s 

purposes and mission in the world.  Sadly, many errantly believe the Bible dismisses or 
denigrates women.  Yet nothing could be further from the truth.   
To help develop a robust understanding of the importance of women throughout 
scripture, read some of these texts:   
Women pray to God. Their prayers are heard, answered, and preserved: Gen 25: 22–
23; 30: 6, 22; 1 Sam 1: 9–12; Women receive appearances of God: Gen 16: 7–14; 
Judg 13: 3, 9; Women are healed: Lk 4: 38–39; 8: 43–48; Women parent children 
with equal standing and honor: Ex 20: 12; Eph 6: 1; 2 Tim 3: 15; Women are 
educated by Jesus: Lk 10: 39, 42; 1 Cor 14:34–35; Women receive salvation, 
equally: Mt 15: 28; Acts 5:14; 8:12, 16; Women participate in Jesus’ ministry: Lk 8: 
1–3; Mt 12:49–50; Women, as prophetesses, receive and deliver divine revelation: 

Gen 25: 22–23;  Ex 15: 20; Judg 4: 4–7; 2 Kgs 22: 13–20, 2 Chron. 34: 21–28; Lk 2: 
36–38; Acts 2: 1–4; Acts 21: 9; 1 Cor. 11: 5; Women receive God’s gifts in worship: 
2 Sam 6: 19; Rom 12: 6–13; 1 Cor 7: 7; 12: 7–11; Women serve in public worship: 
Ex 38: 8; 2 Chron 35: 25; Ezra 2: 65; 1 Corinthians 11: 5; Women serve as the first 
witnesses to the resurrection of Christ: Lk 24: 22–24; Women are vital in ministry 
in the church: Acts 16: 15; 18: 2, 26; 21: 9; Rom 16: 1–3; Phil 4: 2–3; Col 4: 15  

 
What stands out to you?  What do you learn?   

 

Talk About It 
From Pastor Shawn: 

At the time when Galatians was written, your identity and value came from a couple of 
social identities: your gender, your ethnicity, and if a Jew, your obedience to the Torah 
law. These things shaped your entire sense of self, and placed you above or below 
other people. Paul says that because we are in Christ, we are all sons of God ~ yes, 
even men and women! The son was the one who received an inheritance (the daughter 
received a dowry), and Paul continues to say every person is now an heir of God (4:7).  
 
What are the identities that give you value and identity today, and is your identity 
as an heir of God greater or less than these? 

 
Read Genesis 1:26-27 again, and notice the nuances of the verse. God speaks to 
Himself as the trinity, and then creates male and female, together in the image of God. 
Man and woman are different from each other, with different strengths, personality 
traits, physiology, emotional composition, hormones… all of it. And yet these 
differences also represent the differences in the Godhead ~ the Father distinct from the 
Son distinct from the Spirit. There is something in our relationship with one another that 
is profoundly spiritual and of God.  
Do your relationships with the opposite sex reflect this beauty, wonder, 
appreciation, or is it defined by resentment, confusion, pain, and conflict? 

 
From Pastor Garrick: 

Gal 3:28 states that we as male and female are one in Christ.  In 1 Cor 6:16, Paul 
states our oneness as members of Christ.  The term member means a vital organ that 
the body can't live without.  This means that men and women are indispensable to one 
another in the body of Christ.   
What would it look like to treat one another as indispensable in the body of 
Christ?   
How do you value the voice of the opposite sex?  Do you seek it out?   
Why might it be so indispensable?   
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