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ROMANS CHAPTER TWO 
 

WORD STUDY - JUDGMENT 
Judgment-discernment or separation between good and evil. The essence of the idea of 
judgment is that by this means God delivered-overthrew evil. This is why Israel’s judges 
were called that, as they were instruments of God's judgment against. oppression and 
evil, but deliverers for God's people of covenant.  

As Judge, God judges amongst people, and their actions according to the standard of 
His law. Judgment can refer either to this process of discernment or the punishment 
meted out to those who fall under His wrath and condemnation (John 5:24).  

In the Bible, the most important judgment is the final judgment, the ultimate separation 
of good and evil at the end of history. The precise time of this judgment is appointed by 
God (Acts 17:31), but it means unknown to man (Matthew 24:36) 

From earliest times it has been recognized that God himself is the judge of mankind 
(Genesis 18: 25), and that He has the power and wisdom to judge with righteousness, 
truth, and justice (Psalms 96:13; 98:9) The final judgement is a task given specifically to 
God’s, Son. (John 5 :22. Acts 17:31) to conclude His work as mediator, deliver His 
people from sin and destroy all God's enemies. God's people are associated with Christ 
in the exercise of this judgment (1 Corinthians. 6: 2-3, Revelations, 20: 4)  

 

How does God judge people?   
Based on their deeds (Romans 2:6).   

How does God measure deeds? Based on the law, they have (Romans 2:12)  
What law does a person have?  

Jews have Mosaic law. Gentiles have the law of conscience and creation.  
Romans 2:13-16. 

God will render to each one according to his deeds. People sometimes wonder about 
God's justice in dealing with people who have never heard the gospel. The beauty of 
God justice shows itself in the way He judges humanity. No person will be judged 
unjustly. This may sound obvious, but its assurance to the believer who is asked about 
the eternal fate of nice people who haven’t responded to the gospel of grace. God will 
always do right towards people. We can count on this. It enables us to bring the gospel 
of grace to those who understand that they are sinners. 
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WORD STUDY - HYPOCRISY 
Hypocrisy - pretending to be what one is not. The New Testament meaning of 
hypocrisy. A hypocrite reflects its use in Greek drama. In the Greek theater, a hypocrite, 
was one who wore a mask and played a part on the stage, imitating the speech, 
mannerisms and character portrayed.  

Throughout His ministry, Jesus vigorously exposed and denounced the hypocrisy of 
many who opposed Him, especially the scribes and pharisees. They paraded their 
charitable deeds, praying and fasting as a theatrical display to win the praise of the 
people (Matthew 6:1-2, 5,16). They sought to give the appearance of being godly, but 
they were blind to the truth of God (Luke 20:19-20).  

The apostle Paul encountered hypocrisy amongst some Jewish Christians, who refused 
to eat with the Gentile converts. Paul pointed out that sincere (literally, unhypocritical) 
love is one of the marks of Christian ministry. He exhorted his readers to behave like 
Christians: Let love be without hypocrisy Romans 12:9. 

 

WORD STUDY - CIRCUMCISION 
Circumcision - the surgical removal of the foreskin of the male sex organ. This action 
served as sign of God's covenant with His people.  

Circumcision as practiced in some parts of the ancient world, was performed at the 
beginning of puberty, as an initiation into manhood. In contrast the Hebrews performed 
circumcision on infants. This rite an had an important ethical meaning. It signified the 
Jews responsibility as a holy people whom God called as His special servants in the 
midst of a pagan world.   

The Bible first mentioned circumcision when God instructs Abraham to circumcise every 
male in his household (Genesis 17: 11). After this, the ritual was to be performed on 
every male child on the 8th day after birth (Genesis 17:12) at the time that child was 
named (Luke 1: 59; 2:21)  

Circumcision of the Jewish male was a visible, physical sign of the covenant between 
the Lord and His people.  Any male not circumcised was to be cut off from his people 
and regarded as a covenant breaker (Exodus 12:48). Moses and the prophets used the 
term circumcise as a symbol for purity of heart, and readiness to hear and obey. 
Through Moses, the Lord challenged the Israelites to submit to circumcision of heart. It 
referenced their need for repentance. If their uncircumcised, hearts were humbled and 
they accepted their guilt, God declared He would remember His covenant with them.  

In the New Testament, devote Jews faithfully practiced circumcision as God’s 
continuing covenant with Israel. John the Baptist (Luke 1:59) and Jesus (Luke 2:21), 
were circumcised.  
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A problem erupted in the New Testament times because the tradition had become a 
badge of spiritual superiority. Some early Jewish believers in Jesus as the Messiah had 
difficulty relating to Gentiles who had received Christ but were not circumcised. Gentile 
believers regarded their Jewish brethren as eccentric, because of the dietary laws, 
sabbath rules and circumcision practices. Jewish believers tended to view their 
uncircumcised gentile brothers as unenlightened and disobedient to the Law of Moses.  

A crisis arose at the Church of Antioch when some believers from Judea (known as 
Judaizers) taught the brethren. Unless you are circumcised according to the custom  
of Moses, you cannot be saved. In effect, the Judaizes insisted that a believer from a 
non-Jewish background (Gentile) must first become a Jew ceremonially (by being 
circumcised) before he could be admitted to the Christian brotherhood.  

A council of apostles and elders was convened in Jerusalem to resolve the Issue. they 
concluded that to insist on circumcision for Gentiles would amount to a burdensome 
yoke (Acts 15:10). This was the decision handed down by the Council and the church 
broke from the binding legalism of Judaism. The believers at Rome years later, 
reinforcing this decision, the Apostle Paul wrote to the believers of Rome saying that 
Abraham, the father of circumcision (Rom 4:12) was not saved by works, but by faith. 
He declared circumcision to be of no value unless accompanied by an obedient spirit 
(Romans 2:25 -26). 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

1. How can you show a person of high moral standards that he or she is in need of 
Christ?  
 

2. Since Paul says that God will give to each person according to what he has 
done, is he suggesting that a person could obtain eternal life through their 
actions? Why or why not?  
 

3. Paul seems to be addressing the religious and moral people of his day. In what 
ways could a believer fall into the same errors that Paul describes? 
 

4. What kind of circumcision does Paul say is best? Why does he say this?  
 

5. Some unbelievers reject Christianity because they say there are so many 
hypocrites amongst us. How would you speak to someone about this objection? 
 

6. What are you doing to make sure that your Christian profession matches your 
performance? 
 

7. How would Paul describe you if he were writing about you? Would he speak 
about ritual? Would there be reality in that ritual or not? Would he speak about a 
sense of privilege? Would this be a proper perception of yourself? In what ways 
is it necessary for you to change? 

 

 


