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Oracle - a prophetic speech, utterance, or declaration.  
 
The word “oracle” is used in several ways in the bible. In the book of Numbers it is used to  
describe the prophecies of Balaam the son of  Beor the soothsayer (Numbers 23 – 24;  
Joshua 13:22) The Hebrew word translated “oracle”  means a similitude, parable, or proverb.”  
In 2 Samuel 16:23 the word “oracle”  is a translation of the Hebrew word that means “word” or 
“utterance”. It  refers to a communication from God given for man’s guidance. 
 
A different Hebrew word is translated “oracle”  in Jeremiah 23:33–38 (burden, KJV). This word 
means “a thing lifted up”; it can refer to a prophetic utterance as well as a  physical burden.  
Jeremiah plays upon this double meaning, and  speaks of the prophetic oracle as a burden that 
is difficult to bear. 
 
When the New Testament speaks of oracles, it sometimes refers to the Old Testament or some  
portion of it (Acts 7:38; Romans 3:2).  Hebrews 5:12 uses the term to speak of both the  
Old Testament revelation and the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ. 1 Peter 4:11 warns that the 
teacher of Christian truths  must speak as one who utters oracles of God - a message from God 
and not his own opinions. 
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 Of the letter -  .......................................... vs 6 

 Which kills -  ........................................... vs 6 

 Written on stone -  .............................. vs 3, 7 

 Came with glory, though fading  ............. vs 7 

 Brought condemnation -  ........................ vs 9 

 Temporary -  ......................................... vs 11 
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 Of the Spirit -  ......................................... vs 6 

 Which brings life -   ................................. vs 6 

 Written on hearts -  ................................. vs 3 

 Came with surpassing glory -  .......... vs 8, 10 

 Brought righteousness -  ......................... vs 9 

 Permanent -  ......................................... vs 11 



DISCUSSION AND REFLECTION QUESTIONS  
 

 
R  2:1 – 3:20 

 
1. List at least five characteristics of a person who considers himself a Jew, according to  

Romans 2:17-20.  
 

2. If you had these characteristics, what kind of attitude would you have towards the Gentiles? 
 

3. What was Paul's criticism of Jews who had this attitude? 
 

4. What kind of circumcision does Paul say is best? Why does he say this?  
 

5. Does a Jew have any advantage over non-Jew according to Romans 3:1-2?  
Why or why not?  
 

6. If God’s righteousness is shown through our own unrighteousness, aren’t we doing God a 
favor by being evil? Why or why not?  
 

7. Paul quotes from the Old Testament to make his point about the sinfulness of man. The  
quotations can be divided into three sets: verses 10-12, verses 13-14 and verses 15-18.  
Summarize each set in one sentence. 
 

8. What must our response be to the law of God according to 3:19?  
 

9. Doesn't this passage seem a bit negative? Why this Paul discussed the “bad news” before 
getting to the positive?  
 

10. Do you think that people need to be aware of this bad news? Why or why not?  
 

11. How is it possible to communicate the bad news to a non-believer in a way that does not turn 
them off? 


