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Justified (Matthew 12:37) dikaioo -a legal term signifying to quit, declare righteous, show to  
be righteous. In this passage, Jesus refers to the day of judgment. A state of his determining, 
condemnation or justification, based on our hearts’ response to the spirit.  
 

A    C   G  
In Romans 4:11-12 Paul refers to the agreement between Abraham and God called the  
Abrahamic Covenant, which was verified by circumcision. A covenant is “an agreement  
between two people or two groups that involves promise on the part of each to the other”.  
The concept of covenant between God and His people is one of the most important theological 
truths of the Bible. By making a covenant with Abraham, God promised to bless his descend-
ants, and to make them His special people. Abraham, in return, was to remain faithful to God 
and to serve as a channel through whom God’s blessings could flow to the rest of the world 
(Genesis 12:1-3). 
 
Before Abraham, God made a covenant with Noah, assuring him that He would not again  
destroy the world by the flood (Genesis 9). Another covenant was between God and David, in 
which David and his descendants were established as the royal heirs to the throne of the nation 
of Israel (2 Samuel 7:12; 22:51). This covenant agreement realized its complete fulfillment when 
Jesus, the Messiah, a descendant of the line of David was born in Bethlehem about 1000 years 
after God made this promise to David the King. 
 
A covenant, in the biblical sense, implies much more than a contract or simple agreement. A 
contract always has an end date, while a covenant is permanent arrangement. Further, a  
contract generally involves only one aspect of a person’s life, such as his skill, or a portion of 
one’s money. However, a covenant covers a person’s total being, and embraces all features of 
their life, purpose, and destiny. 
 
The Old Testament word for covenant gives insight into this important word. It is derived from 
the Hebrew root meaning “to cut”. This explains the ancient practice of two people passing  
between the cut portions of slain animals to seal an agreement with each other (Jeremiah 34:18).  
Some ritual or ceremony, such as this always accompanied the making of a covenant in the  
Old Testament: (a) some entered into a covenant sharing a holy meal (Genesis 31:54);  
(b) Abraham and his children were commanded to be circumcised as a sign of their covenant 
with God (Genesis 17:10-11); (c) Moses sprinkled the blood of animals on the altar and upon the 
people who entered into covenant with God at Mount Sinai (Exodus 24:3-8). 
 
The Old Testament contains many examples of covenants between people who related to each 
other as equals. For example, David and Jonathan entered into a covenant because of their love 
for each other. This agreement bound each of them to certain responsibilities (1 Samuel 18:3). 
The striking thing about God’s covenant with His people is that God is holy, all knowing, and all 
powerful, but He consents to enter into covenant with man, who is weak, sinful and imperfect. 
 



2 

In the Old Testament, God’s chosen people confirm their covenant with God, with oaths or promises 
to keep the agreement. At Mount Sinai, the nation of Israel promised to perform “all the words which 
the Lord had said”. When the people later broke this promise, they were called by their leaders to 
renew their oath. By contrast, God does not break promises. His oath to raise up believing children 
to Abraham (Genesis 22:16-17) is an “everlasting” covenant (Genesis 17:7). 

The New Testament makes a clear distinction between the covenants of Law and covenant of 
promise. The apostle Paul spoke of these “two covenants” one originating from “Mount Sinai”  
and the other from “the Jerusalem above” (Galatians 4:24-26). Paul also argued that the covenant  
established at Mount Sinai, the law, is a “ministry of death” & “condemnation” (2 Corinthians 3:7,9)   
– a covenant that cannot be fulfilled from man’s side because of human weaknesses and sin 
(Romans 8:3). 
 
But the covenants of “promise”  (Ephesians 2:12) are God’s guarantees that He will provide  
salvation in spite of mankind’s inability to keep our side of the agreement because of our sin.  
The provision of a chosen people through whom the Messiah would be born, is the promise of  
the covenant with Adam and David (Genesis 3:15;  2 Samuel 7:14-15). The covenant with Noah is 
God’s promise to withhold judgment on nature, while salvation is occurring (Genesis 8:21-22;  
2 Peter 3:7,15). In the covenant with Abraham, God promised to bless Abraham’s descendants  
because of his faith. 
 
These many covenants of promise may be considered as tributaries to the one Grand Covenant of 
Grace, which was fulfilled in the life and ministry of Jesus. His death ushered in the New Covenant  
under which we are justified by God’s grace and mercy rather than our human attempts to keep  
the law and Jesus himself is the mediator of this better covenant between God and humanity  
(Hebrews 9:15). 
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DISCUSSION AND REFLECTION QUESTIONS  
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Read Romans 4:1-25 and then answer the following questions  

1. What are we to learn from Abraham’s example according to Romans 4:1-3? 

2. What kind of blessedness does Paul speak of in describing David’s writing  
in Romans 4:4-9?  

3. Why is it important that Abraham was justified before he was circumcised  
according to Romans 4:10-12? 

4. Why is it not possible to look to the law for our inheritance as saints?  
See Romans 4:13-15 

5. How does one receive the promise of God and to whom does that promise  
apply according to Romans 4:16-17? 

6. According to Romans 4:18-21, how is Abraham an example of a person of hope and 
belief?  What obstacles were in his way? What can we learn from Abraham? 

7. From this chapter, what are the three or four main lessons which we can learn? 

8. How does the Bible describe Abraham in the following passages? Genesis 26:5;  
Isaiah 41:8 Hebrews 11:11-12? 


