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I Saw God Wash the World 
 

I saw God wash the world last night, with His sweet showers on high; 
And then when morning came, I saw him hang it out to dry. 

He washed each slender blade of grass, And every trembling tree, 
He flung his showers against the hills, And swept the rolling sea. 

The white rose is a deeper white; The red, a richer red, 
Since God washed every fragrant face, And put them all to bed. 
There’s not a bird, there’s not a bee, That wings along the way, 

But is a cleaner bird and bee, Than it was yesterday. 
I saw God wash the world last night; Ah, would He had washed me 

As clean of all my dust and dirt, As that old white birch tree! 
 

William L. Stidger 
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Pastoral Staff: 
 
 

Jim Powell, Senior Pastor 

pastorjim@palmwestchurch.org 
 

Brian Thomas, Associate Pastor of Pastoral Care 

pastorbrian@palmwestchurch.org 
 

Joseph Place, Minister of Music and Media 

pastorjoe@palmwestchurch.org 
 

Office Staff: 

Joyce Sopilnick, Church Administrator 

admin@palmwestchurch.org 

 

Joyce Davis, Accounting Clerk 

accounting@palmwestchurch.org 

 

Butch Wilcox, Facility Maintenance Technician 

fmt@palmwestchurch.org 

PWCC Leaders 
 
 
 

VLT Chair, John Sproule 

Connections Director, Claudia Burr, 
  Email:connections@palmwestchurch.org 

Treasurer, Chuck Crandall 

Financial Secretary, Joyce Westlund 

Clerk, Jan Cooper 

Education, Dena Martin 

Hospitality, Diane Koziol, Helen Pollock 

Media, Jim Burroughs 

Missions, Barb Barborak, Diane Preston 

Worship, Kristine Seemiller 
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Worship With Us In Person 

Sundays 

9:00 a.m. or 10:30 a.m.  

OR 

Live Stream at 9:00 am 

(on the website/app) 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday through Thursday 

8:00 am - 3:00 pm  

Closed for lunch 12:00 pm—12:30 pm 

Fridays 

8:00 am—1:00 pm 

Phone:    623-546-2980  
Fax:     623-546-9977 

 

General Church Email: 
staff@palmwestchurch.org 

Website:  www.palmwestchurch.org 

The Deadline for the May 

Palm West Alive April 15 



Pastor Jim Powell 

Senior Pastor 
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An Easter Invitation 

There is a story of a conversation between Jesus and the angel Gabriel which is purely fictional, but illustrates a good 

point... “After Jesus ascended to heaven, the angel Gabriel approached Him and said, "Master, you must have suffered 

terribly for men down there." "I did," He said. "And," continued Gabriel, "do they know all about how you loved them 

and what you did for them?" "Oh, no," said Jesus, "not yet. Right now only a handful of people in Palestine know." Ga-

briel was perplexed. "Then what have you done, to let everyone know about your love for them?" Jesus said, "I've asked 

Peter, James, John, and a few more friends to tell other people about Me. Those who are told will in turn tell still other 

people about Me, and My story will be spread to the farthest reaches of the globe. Ultimately, all of mankind will have 

heard about My life and what I have done." Gabriel frowned and looked rather skeptical. He knew well what poor stuff 

men were made of. "But what if Peter and James and John grow weary? What if the people who come after them forget? 

What if way down in the twentieth century, people just don't tell others about you? Haven't you made any other plans?" 

And Jesus answered, "I haven't made any other plans. I'm counting on them." -- Lifestyle Evangelism, Joseph Aldrich, p. 

15-16 

Part of our responsibility as a Christian is to invest ourselves into authentic relationships with unchurched people (79% 

of adults who become Christians do so as a result of a friend or family member’s influence).  There are a lot of ways that 

we can build bridges to our neighbor and to share the love of God with them. 

Hopefully there are people in your circle of influence that need God in their life. Perhaps they have never known him. Or 

perhaps they walked away from their faith. Regardless, this Easter season provides a great opportunity to reach out by 

inviting them to our Resurrection Cantata on Sunday, April 10. Or our Easter Services on Sunday, April 17th. Both are 

going to be uplifting, hope-filled mornings at PWCC. And we are trusting God, that in those services the Holy Spirit is 

going to move people to see, feel, and experience the love of God through preaching and music.   

 

Blessings, 

Jim  

1. Our Actions – The way we love and serve our neighbors is ultimately our greatest witness. Modeling the 

grace of God through our actions. Can they see the love of Christ in how we treat them? 

2. Our Prayers – Lifting up our neighbors in prayer by asking God to bless and work in their lives. To soften 

their hearts if necessary, so they can see and experience God’s love. 

3. Our Words – Sometimes we must also inform them about Jesus through honest dialogue, testimonies, and 

sharing the gospel. Using our words to present and explain the good news. 

4. Our Invitations – Another form of evangelism is to invite people to environments where God is at work or 

where He is being lifted up. This was what happened to Nathaniel in John 1. Phillip tried to explain that he 

had found the Messiah. Nathaniel was skeptical, but Philipp replied, “Come and See.” Once Nathaniel ap-

proached the place where Jesus was, he was forever changed by Christ. 
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Vision Leadership Team 
John Sproule, Chair 

Date: Tax Year 2022 Planning 

To: Palm West Community Church Members 

From: Vision Leadership Team & your Finance Committee 

 

Good news: 
There continues to be two ways to support our church and our Lords ’ Kingdom while reducing your ever 
increasing Stock and IRA federal taxes. These two opportunities have been available for many years.   
Consult with your attorney and/or tax advisor, as appropriate, to determine whether your donation is tax de-
ductible in whole or in part. 
 
Donating Stock  
Donating appreciated stock directly to the church that you have held for more than one year can result 

in substantial personal tax savings. 

If you donate the stock directly instead of selling it, tax code allows you to avoid paying the long -term 
capital gains tax.  Additionally, if you itemize your deductions, you may receive a deduction for the fair 
market value of the stock.  Again, consult with your attorney and/or tax advisor, as appropriate, to determine 
whether your donation is tax deductible in whole or in part. 
Giving from a traditional IRA 

As you are planning for your giving to Palm West Community Church, consider a Qualified Charitable 

Distribution (QCD) which can only come from your IRA account(s).  To be eligible, you must be 70 ½ 

years of age and the donation needs to be transferred directly from the IRA to the church.   Tax benefits 

from this type of giving are listed below. 

• Donation counts towards your Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) but doesn’t increase your 

 adjusted gross income. 

• Reduces taxable income for those claiming the standard deduction 

• Could help decrease taxable social security benefits 

• May alleviate some itemized deduction phase-outs 

• The check needs to be payable to the church. 

• After you have spoken to your attorney and/or tax advisor, contact your investment source and  
 they will assist you in the appropriate transfer process. Make sure the check is identified as a 
 donation from you. 

Should you have any additional processing questions you are welcome to contact our Finance Ministry 
Lead, Terry Brafford at tbrafford@cox.net  
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If you are interested in the Financial Reports or the  

Vision Leadership Team minutes contact the church office. 

mailto:tbrafford@cox.net


Connection Coordinator 
Claudia Burr 

6 

Where does inspiration come from? It mostly happens when something happens to 

you and it occurs without a plan, like a spontaneous event. Some may say that it 

comes from God.  Some would say it comes from reading scripture. Some may 

say it comes from within ourselves. You feel highly stimulated to do something.  

You become energized, enthusiastic and completely dedicated. When that hap-

pens, your spiritual gifts, passionate heartbeat, natural abilities, personality and experience find a purpose. Your 

S.H.A.P.E. can take on many forms and different methods.  

During this season in our church life, we can be inspired by many images of Jesus' last days. The most gripping to me is 

to visualize the sacrifice He made on the cross for our sins but it is by those images, by those stripes, we are healed. We 

hold onto the idea that we are not worthy of His Grace and His Love yet we are promised eternal life with Him! “All His 

sheep have gone astray. Each of us has turned to his own way; but the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on 

Him.” Inspired? What will we do, Lord? Lead us! Help us to step out in faith to try something new for your honor and 

glory! 

Please let me know if you have an idea or you'd like to join in with any of these current opportunities by emailing me at  

connections@palmwestchurch.org or call me at 480-371-7409. 

 

Current Opportunities to Serve Knowing Your S.H.A.P.E: 

• Greet people at the door before worship with a smiling face and hand of friendship – See Kristine Seemiller 

• Serve at the members' services table to answer questions, hand out information, promote an activity or sign up for an 

 event – See Claudia Burr 

• Host a table for the Ladies' Tea April 30 or serve a table that day – See Beth Doering 

• Join the Missions team – See Barb Barborak 

• Serve on the prayer team to focus your prayers on the pastors, leaders, church and its members' needs – See Pastor 

 Brian Thomas 

• Participate in mission tours and work days at local missions – See Diane Preston 

• Help members with skilled labor tasks through the 4:10 ministry – See Stephen Lee 

• Make phone calls to connect with homebound and other members for various reasons – See Pastor Brian 

• Volunteer in the church office doing various tasks – See Joyce Sopilnick Weekdays 8 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

• Learn to use the sound system or overhead projection for events and services -  See Pastor Joe Place 

• Sing in the choir or share your voice for solos and small musical/vocal groups – See Pastor Joe Place 

• Learn to play handbells just for fun and later, perform – See Pastor Joe Place 

Be inspired! Find your joy! Celebrate His Love! Love one another! 

 

Discovering PWCC! 
 

Join us on Thursday, April 28, at 1:00 pm in the Hoover Hall classroom. 

This is a newcomer’s class taught by Pastor Jim, designed to help you meet 

other people and learn more about our church. 

You can contact the church office to sign up, or for more information. 

mailto:connections@palmwestchurch.org


Holy Land Tour 2023 

There will be an information meeting on Thursday, April 7 at 1:00 p.m. 

in the Hoover Hall classroom.  

You can sign up in the Narthex or call the church office. 

 

Pastor Jim will be leading another tour of the Holy Land in February 2023. This will be an 11-day trip cover-

ing multiple locations where Jesus walked, talked, and taught. 

For more information, brochures and registration forms are available in the office. If you register use the code: 

Powell23. You can also find more information online at: 

https://ittworld.com/tours/11-day-holy-land-tour-package/ 
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To Our Dear Church Family, 
 
The love and caring of all of you is something we have 
felt since coming to PWCC.  At no time has the depth of 
that love and caring been more apparent to us as in the 
last few weeks.  Your prayers, cards, calls, and meals 
have been such a bright spot in our lives. 
As Karen continues to heal, we can only send huge heart-
felt thanks to our wonderful friends at PWCC. 
May God continue to bless each and every one of you, 
Dave & Karen Owens 

How blessed to be a part of this  
wonderful PWCC Family! 

 
Richard and I would like to thank you 
for the prayers, cards, calls and genuine 
concern you have all shown during this 
last month. It has been overwhelming. 
We truly feel blessed by the pastors and 
members of this church. 
Blessings, peace and love, 
Joyce & Richard Sopilnick 

My thanks to Dave & Steve of the 4:10 
Home Help Ministry. They got my new tab-
let connected to the printer and, the Smart 
TV  is even smarter! 
Thanks guys, really appreciate the help. 
Liz Pierce 

Choices Baby Bottle Drive  

 

Thank you for your very generous donation totaling $5,757.65. Choic-

es is so grateful for your investment to save and transform lives. 

Steve Lee and David Owens visited me and 

showed me how to update and complete an 

important document in my Apple comput-

er. They truly were my angels from heaven 

today! 

Paul Nagelson. 

Thank you!  

Thank you for the prayer, cards,  and  phone calls 

while my brother was ill, and at the time of his death. 

He is at Peace. Lucy Peek 

https://ittworld.com/tours/11-day-holy-land-tour-package/
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Treasurer 
Chuck Crandall 

 
If you would like to sign-up for Online giving, go to our website  

and follow the links to sign on to Subsplash giving. 
If you need assistance contact the church office. 

 

Fellowship Dinner 
Diane Koziol 

 Finance Report Thru February 2022 
 Revenue      Actual      Budget 

 General Fund Offering  $          156,312   $          142,330  

 Interest & Other Income  $             (3,070)  $              2,167  

 12% Missions Allocation  $           (18,757)  $           (17,080) 

     Total Income  $          134,485   $          127,417  

    

 Expenses   

 Salaries & Compensation  $            73,195   $            74,723  

 Benefits  $            22,166   $            16,719  

 Administration  $              5,668   $              5,717  

 Ministries  $            28,882   $            35,425  

 Provision for Capital R&R Fund  $              8,333   $              8,333  

     Total Expenses  $          138,244   $          140,917  

    

     Net Ordinary Income  $             (3,759)  $           (13,500) 

    

Join us for our April Fellowship Dinner Wednesday, April 20 at 5:00 p.m.  

in Hoover Hall. 

We will be serving Chicago Hot Dogs, Pasta Salad, and Baked Beans. If you would like to bring a dessert 

check the box on the sign up sheet! $5.00 at the Door! 

Phoenix Dream Center and Thrive will be joining us for updates on their ministries. 

Sign up in the Narthex on Sunday mornings or call the church office. 
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April Sermons 

Pastor Jim Powell 

April 3– Against the Grain 

 

April 10—Resurrection Cantata  

 

April 17—Easter Message 

 

Living Free 
A 12 week sermon series on A Study of Galatians 

Pastor Jim 
 

April 24—Introduction to Galatians  

Verses: Galatians 1:1-10 
 

May 1— The Power of Personal Testimony  

Verses: Galatians 1:11-2:10 
 

May 8—Freedom Comes at a Cost  

Verses: Galatians 2:11-21 
 

May 15—Walking by Faith 

Verses: Galatians 3:1-14 
 

May 22—The Purpose of the Law  

Verses: Galatians 3:15-25 
 

May 29—Being a Child of God  

Verses: Galatians 3:26-4:7 



Inspire Church invites PWCC to celebrate 

with them their first-ever Easter Sunrise Service at 6:00 a.m. 

Easter Sunday,  April 17. 

 

Join us at the SCW Softball Field on R.H. Johnson Blvd. 

as we joyfully proclaim,  

“Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed!” 

10 
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Christian Readers Book Club 
Bev Crandall 

Read the book and join us for a great time of discussion and fellowship!! 

 

April 7 

 

Tapestry of Fortunes, Elizabeth Berg - A motivational speaker who isn’t great about taking her own 

advice finally does. After a catastrophic event, she moves out of her large, well-appointed house into a 

house she shares with three other women. After she receives a postcard from a man she never quite got 

over and last saw many years ago, she decides to take a driving trip to visit him. The other housemates 

come along, each for her own reason, each with her own agenda. So it’s a book about destiny, fate, 

memory, chance, possibility. 

 

May 5 

Return To Me, Lynn Austin – The first book in a series of three, Return to Me brings to life the biblical 

books of Ezra and Nehemiah. After years of watching Iddo's children and grandchildren wander from 

their faith, his prayers are answered: King Cyrus is allowing God's chosen people to return to Jerusalem. 

Jubilant, he joyfully prepares for their departure, only to learn that his family, grown comfortable in the 

pagan culture of Babylon, wants to remain. The second book, Keepers of the Covenant, and the third 

book, On This Foundation, round out the Restoration Chronicles by Lynn Austin. 

 

For more info: Bev Crandall 623-584-9531 

Welcome New Members  

 

Judy Sherwood 
 

Jim & Judy Taylor 

Pastor Jim introduces our new members, 
Sunday, March 13 
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Women’s Connection 

Ladies, Join us for great conversation! 

Monday mornings 10:00—11:00 a.m. in Hoover Hall classroom for an informal time of fellowship. 

We discuss a different topic each week and have fun sharing and getting to know each other. Bring your own drink. For 

questions call the church office. 

Coloring Fellowship 

 

We will be meeting on Tuesday, April 26!  

The time will 10:00—11:30 a.m. in Hoover Hall classroom. 

All are welcome. We truly fellowship more than color.  

We provide coloring supplies for all who need them. 

 

Quilters Meeting 

April 1, Friday, 9:00 a.m. 

Quilt & Sew Meeting 

This will be a celebration of our ending the current 

Quilts and Hope Bags Dedication and The Beginning 

of next year Quilts and Blankets, Sewing for Jesus.  

We are so Blessed to be able to express this gift of 

sewing & crocheting for God's Glory. 

Thank You all for your dedication and service.  

Wasn't the Sanctuary Absolutely Beautiful, to God be the Glory! 

Fellowship Games 

 

Join us in the Hoover Hall classroom the first and third  

Mondays at 2:00 p.m.  

Dates: April 4 and 18 at 2:00 p.m. 

Courtneys Creations is a new group that has formed to knit and crochet baby items (blankets, 

booties, or hats) for these new moms. We will meet again  Friday, April 8 at 11:00 a.m. in the Worship 

Center classroom for our next gathering. 

Many beautiful crocheted and knitted items have been donated to moms at this very critical time in 

their lives. Thank you all for your sharing your time and talents with us.  

Please call Diane Preston for more info 651-278-5868. 



Education 
Dena Martin, Chair 

Do you have a prayer request?  

If so, email prayer@palmwestchurch.org 

We'll get your request to our prayer team and include it on our daily email update. 

Prayer is our most forceful weapon and  

we need to continue to rely on this privilege. 
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Book Review 
Bev Crandall 

Thank you to all members and friends that participated in the recent PWCC Free Book Sunday. Our goal was to make 

room on our shelves in both Fiction Library located in the vestibule, and Non-Fiction/Biography Libraries located in the 

Worship Center Classroom. With new donations and new book purchases, we hope to have better choices for you when 

you return in the fall. 

While you are preparing your home to move back to cool country, we ask that you check your home library for any 

PWCC library books. Please return them to PWCC before you travel. 

Most recently added to our library are three (3) DVD’s. Sabrina, Catching Faith 2, and One Night with the King 

(story of Esther).  

Bob Wilber is continuing the study with Ray Vanderlaan’s Death and Resurrection through Easter. Next will be a study 

TBA which will end middle of May. When you return in the fall, he will continue teaching from Ray Vanderlaan      

videos.  

David Witt is continuing the Me, Myself and God study through April. 

Women’s Thursday Bible Study finished Revelation on March 30. Next, Alice Paluch will present a seven (7) week 

study “Jesus in Me” by Ann Graham Lotz. 

WONDERLAND CREEK, Lynn Austin 

Alice Ripley is a young city Librarian where she lives in a dream world with her nose always in a 

book. The happily-ever-after life she has planned for herself suddenly falls apart when her fiancé 

breaks up with her, accusing her of living in a world of fiction instead of the real world. Devasted and 

adding insult to injury, she loses her job at the library because of a cutback due to the Great Depres-

sion. 

When Alice’s parents hear of a Librarian position in eastern Kentucky where she would be delivering 

books to a tiny coal mining town in the Appalachian Mountains, her parents decide to drop her off 

while on their way to their vacation destination;  Little did they know how remote it would be. 

Alice soon finds herself in a world without running water, no electricity, few scattered outhouses, and 

a world where  books are delivered by librarians riding ornery horses up steep mountain passes to hard to find secluded 

homesteads. She soon learns these books are often the only education these people receive. What a culture shock! 

You will be captivated by her often perilous adventures as she experiences firsthand real life at the basic level. Can she 

handle it or will she succumb to her fears and return home to civilization?   

Available, along with other Lynn Austin books, in our church library. 

mailto:prayer@palmwestchurch.org


 

 

The Intercessory Prayer Group meets every 

Tuesday at 11:00 am. We will be using the 

Worship Center classroom in the back of the 

sanctuary. 

 

Balance & Exercise! 

Mark Your Calendars! 

 

On Saturday March 12, 52 brave souls attended the balance and 

exercise class designed to strengthen your core, educate you on 

fall prevention and provide good information on what you can do 

in the comfort of your home to be stronger and less likely to fall. It 

is a terrific way to overcome or address the fear of falling! Deuter-

onomy 31:6 says “Be strong and courageous, do not be afraid or 

tremble for the Lord your God is the One who goes with you. He 

will not fail you or forsake you.” 

Please join us as we plan our next event and to learn more in June 

2022. It was a great time and we learned a lot! The handouts were 

terrific. Colleen Burke, the instructor, was impressed by the partic-

ipants who wanted to be active and get serious about fall preven-

tion! Take advantage of this in June!  Conquer or at least diminish 

your fear of falling! 
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Bloom Where You are Planted  

Ladies' Tea and Fashion Show April 30, 2022 12:30 p.m. 

Please purchase your ticket ($5/person) outside Hoover Hall before and after services on Sundays, April 3 and 10.   

Invite a friend. Seating limited to 150. 

• hostesses (12 needed) – April 8, Hoover Hall Classroom, Organization meeting (contact Beth) 

• 3 tiered serving tray holders 

• serving platters 

• servers (12 needed) 

• food preparers 

15 
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April Meetings 

Cantata Rehearsals 

 Saturday, April 9     9:00 am—12:00 pm  Worship Center 

Christian Readers Book Club 

 Thursday, April 7     1:00 pm—2:30 pm  Worship Center classroom 

Choir 

 Thursdays, April 7, 14, 21, 28   3:00 pm—4:30 pm  Choir Room 

Coloring Fellowship 

 Tuesday, April 26    10:00 am—11:30 am  Hoover Hall classroom 

Community Bible Study 

 Wednesdays, April 6, 13, 20, 27    9:30 am—11:30 am  Entire Campus 

Courtney’s Creations 

 Friday, April 8    11:00 am—12:00 pm  Worship Center classroom 

Discovering PWCC!   

 Thursdays, April  28    1:00 pm—3:00 pm  Hoover Hall classroom 

Education 

 Monday, April 4     9:00 am—11:30 am  Worship Center classroom 

Fellowship Dinner 

 Wednesday, April 20    5:00 pm—7:00 pm  Hoover Hall 

Fellowship Games 

 Mondays April 4, 18    2:00 pm—5:00 pm  Hoover Hall classroom 

Finance Review Committee 

 Thursday, April 7     9:00 am—10:30 am  Worship Center classroom 

GriefShare 

 Tuesdays, April 5    10:00 am—11:30 am  Choir Room 

Handbells 

 Fridays, April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29`   9:00 am—10:00 am  Worship Center 

Handbell Discovery 

 Fridays, April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29  10:30 am—11:30 am  Worship Center 

Hope Bag Wrap-up Meeting 

 Friday, April 8,     10:00 am—1:00 pm  Hoover Hall classroom 

Intercessory Prayer Gathering 

 Tuesdays, April 5, 12, 19, 26  11:00 am—12:00 pm  Worship Center classroom 

Israel 2023 Informational Meeting 

 Thursday, April 7     1:00 pm—2:00 pm  Hoover Hall classroom 

Ladies Tea 

 Friday, April 8, Planning Meeting  1:00 pm—2:00 pm  Hoover Hall classroom 

 Saturday, April 30  Tea   12:30pm—3:00 pm  Hoover Hall  

Leadership Meeting 

 Thursday, April  19    9:00 am—10:00 am  Hoover Hall 
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April Meetings 
(continued) 

Men’s Bible Study 

 Mondays, April 4, 11, 18, 25   8:30 am—9:30 am  Hoover Hall classroom 

Missions 

 Monday, April 11     1:00 pm—2:00 pm  Hoover Hall classroom 

Outreach/Worship Events 

 Friday, April 15    1:00 pm—3:00 pm  Hoover Hall classroom 

Passover Presentation 

 Wednesday, April 6    5:00 pm—7:00 pm  Hoover Hall  

Prayer Gathering 

 Thursdays, April 7, 14, 21, 28  11:00 am—12:00 pm  Choir Room 

Quilters Meeting 

 Friday, April 1     9:00 am—12:00 pm  Hoover Hall classroom 

VLT 

 Tuesdays, April 5, 19   10:00 am—11:30 am  Hoover Hall classroom 

Women’s Bible Study 

 Thursdays, April 7, 14, 21, 28   9:30 am—11:00 am  Hoover Hall clasroom 

Women’s Connection 

 Mondays, April 4, 11, 18, 25  10:00 am—11:30 am  Hoover Hall classroom 



Hope Bags 
Claudia Smith 
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 FACES BEHIND THE SCENES 

Does it cause you to stop and wonder, “How do all those lovely quilts and Hope Bags just happen to grace our altar on 

dedication Sunday?”  Here is a look at the folks that help to make this ministry happen: 

 

These are the faces behind the scenes .working faithfully throughout the year to achieve our goals. Yes, all the crocheted 

cords, (color coded to the ministry), all the bags sewn, the hours selecting and sewing the quilts, the many, many hours 

sorting and counting 40,000 + items, the ordering of the items that are purchased in bulk.  Keeping the inventory, sepa-

rating the bags for the ministries. Many of our workers were not available for the pictures, but they are a vital part of our 

Hope Bag Ministry team. 

The blessings we receive as we each do our part to help those Christ-centered missions in our Valley reach beyond each 

individual and bless our whole team. You at PWCC who donate to this ministry are blessing the abused, at-risk and hu-

man traffic victims with Christ’s love through your giving. 

The seed planted grows and multiplies later than planted and more than planted. PWCC are “SEED PLANTERS” for 

Christ. 

If you have any questions about the Hope Bag Ministry, please contact Claudia Smith, 623-933-3054  
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Missions 
Diane Preston-Communications, Connie Mutton-Liaison 

Who said, “Camp is just for kids?”  

Tonto Rim Christian Camp, a ministry of Transformation Ministries, is nestled among tall pines on the Mogollon Rim, 

12 miles east of Payson, AZ. Here schools, churches and organizations hold camps in late spring and throughout the 

summer and early fall. Director Chris Walsh and his wife Lori recently celebrated their 10th year at the helm of the fa-

cilities on October 1, 2021. As a congregation, we have responded twice in times of imperative needs resulting in im-

provements where more than 2000 additional campers can be accommodated. However, COVID-19 hit with a venge-

ance. 

The 2020 and 2021 COVID years were like no others. Camps couldn’t open. They represent the bulk of Tonto Rim’s 

income, but with prayers and gifts of Christian supporters, Chris and Lori and a skeleton crew were able to: Keep part 

of the camp’s fixed costs covered each month, put groceries on the table and roofs over the heads of 11 dedicated em-

ployees along with maintaining the facilities to the highest standard. When camping was allowed, 3500 campers were 

accommodated in place of the usual 8000. But those who came “to the mountain” had their lives touched forever by 

the love of our Great God.  

In midsummer 2021, an opportunity was presented that could give Tonto Rim $50,000. The challenge came from the 

“Time to Build Matching Grant Fund”. If the camp could raise $25,000 before the end of the year, it would be 

matched.  The goal was reached!! Monies were now going to be available to upgrade the basketball court, build a new 

horizontal climbing all and build a new low ropes adventure course.  

In 2022 several unique Christian groups have already utilized this wonderful facility. 

 Over 130 men were in the Victory Outreach group and many found Christ as part of the recovery program the 

church offers.  

 The Navigators brought students from three major universities together for a Bible study and discipleship intensive 

program.  

 Church for the Nations held “encounter’ weekends-one for men and one for women. Many experienced salvation, 

deliverance, and growth as a result of their time at Tonto Rim.  

 Christian Men in Commerce has outreach as part of their program, but these men were also striving to see how 

they could make their businesses have an even stronger impact for Christ that is in so much need of a Savior.  

The love of God and his son Jesus will be felt in the hearts of youth, teens, and adults. 

The Missions Team will be visiting the camp on Tuesday, May 10. If you would like to tour this beautiful mountain 

retreat there will be a sign up sheet in the foyer Sundays, April 17, 24 and May 1. Carpools will be available. 



 

13845 W. Stardust Blvd. 

Sun City West, AZ  85375 


