
Galatians 
Bible Study Outline 

Purpose 
The epistle to the churches in Galatia is one of the more focused books of the Bible.  Unlike 
most of Paul’s letters which have various topics, or move systematically from discussing 
salvation into Christian living, Galatians addresses a more direct issue that encompasses a 
majority of the letter.  This primary issue, for which Galatians was written, is the issue of 
justification by faith alone.  In this letter, Paul details both the doctrine and practical 
implications of a Biblical understanding of justification by faith alone.  Contextually, though, 
this is not written as a preemptive or teaching letter as much as it is a reactive and 
correctional one.  The tone of Paul’s language suggests that this doctrinal issue, and its 
corresponding effect on the life of the church, are crucial to Biblical orthodoxy.  This false 
teaching was being propagated in the region by the Judaizers, a sect of religious heretics that 
challenged Paul’s gospel of salvation by faith alone in Christ alone.  They sought to promote a 
gospel of salvation by faith in Christ along with following certain components of the Old 
Testament Law.   

Date And Location Of Writing 
Although there is dispute over the exact time of its authorship, it appears that the best option 
is the view that Paul wrote this epistle from Antioch of Syria circa AD 48, just before the 
Jerusalem Council of Acts 15.  As such, it is one of the earlier writings of Paul. 

Literary Features 
Galatians has some unique features that provide for us a clearer picture to what Paul was 
trying to draw their attention.  These distinctions between Galatians and Paul’s other letters 
are important to notice, as they help us to identify the primary direction of the letter, and 
also, then, they provide a framework for understanding the details within it.   



Unlike Paul’s other epistles, Galatians does not begin with the customary greetings of 
thankfulness and prayer of benediction for the church.  In contrast, Galatians comes out of 
the gate with a strong statement of astonishment at the presence of a theological heresy 
known as “legalism.”  Not only does this confrontational introduction surprise, but Paul follows 
it with an immediate curse upon the proponents of it.  This is extremely rare in Pauline 
writing, helping us to conclude that the issue is of utmost importance to him.   

We also notice a lack of personal messaging at the end of the epistle.  In most of Paul’s 
epistles, he saves space at the end to relay personal notes to and from brothers and sisters in 
the churches.  Here in Galatians, however, the end of the epistle is reserved for a stern, 
handwritten warning.    

Due to these unique literary features, we conclude that the issues addressed in this epistle 
have unique significance from a personal and theological perspective.  We should 
appropriately seek to understand the core issues involved and insure that we give them their 
appropriate weight of importance in our lives.  As the saying goes, there are certain “hills to 
die on,” and Galatians addresses one of those hills.    

Theology 
Justification By Faith Alone 
In Galatians, we find the most the thorough defense of the doctrine of justification by faith 
alone in the entire Bible.  This defense is quite comprehensive, as it delves into justification 
itself and the issue of the nature of faith.   

Paul systematically builds a case for understanding justification in the clearest Biblical sense, 
which is a declaration of judicial right-ness before God.  Properly understood, in the historical 
context, this judicial right-ness comes on the heels of the assumed wrong-ness in the 
accused.  Unlike the American view of one’s innocence until proven guilty, the ancient world 
viewed the accused in the complete opposite way.  This provides an important context for 
how the discussion of justification is to be understood.  

Paul also addresses the nature of faith itself in Galatians, as he strives to clarify the 
differences between a justification that includes works and a justification that does not.  This 
important contrast is key to understanding what faith is and how it applies to justification.  
This is not only vital to our understanding of justification, but it also helps us to discern other 
theologically views on justification that are based primarily on false views of faith (Calvinism, 
Lordship Salvation).    



Law 
Another important issue that Paul addresses in Galatians is the Old Testament Law, mainly, its 
relationship to justification, and its proper role in people’s lives.  Paul establishes that the Law 
has no effectual role in gaining, proving, or maintaining justification.  He will also seek to 
reinforce this understanding by clarifying the original intended purpose of the Law, “to 
demonstrate the lack of perfect righteousness in people who are to be declared righteous by 
God.”  Said in other terms, the Law affirms and exposes the reality that mankind falls short of 
the necessary requirement for justification.  Paul will also assist us in understanding this role 
of the Law and how it relates to our sanctification.     

The Family Of God 
Galatians brings back into focus the topic of God’s family.  It addresses the issue of family 
relationship to God through justification for both the Jew and the Gentile.  This is a very 
interesting and important aspect of justification that must be understood at a principle level.   

Clarity on this topic is key because many have chosen to make this theological point so broad 
that it brings all New Testament church believers into the Old Testament program of God 
with Israel, thereby “assuring” all aspects of God’s promises for Israel are now for believers 
today.  This is not Paul’s assertion at all, and we must carefully outline what Paul IS saying and 
not allow ourselves to embrace what Paul IS NOT saying. 

Outline 

Section 1 - Introduction And Theme 

Teaching 1 
Date:  May 30, 2021 
Passage: Galatians 1:1-5  
Topic:  Introduction  

Teaching 2 
Date:  June 6, 2021 
Passage: Galatians 1:4-9  
Topic:  The Doctrine Of Justification 



Section 2 - Justification By Faith Alone 

Teaching 3 
Date:  June 13, 2021 
Passage: Galatians 1:10-24  
Topic:  Paul’s Authority To Teach 

Teaching 4 
Date:  June 20, 2021 
Passage: Galatians 2:1-14  
Topic:  Paul’s Authority To Defend 

Teaching 5 
Date:  June 27, 2021 
Passage: Galatians 2:15-21  
Topic:  Justification By Faith Alone 

Teaching 6 
Date:  July 4, 2021 
Passage: Galatians 3:1-9 
Topic:  Justification Apart From The Law 

Teaching 7 
Date:  July 11, 2021 
Passage: Galatians 3:10-18 
Topic:  The Law vs. The Promise 

Teaching 8 
Date:  July 18, 2021 
Passage: Galatians 3:19-29   
Topic:  The Purpose Of The Law 

Teaching 9 
Date:  July 25, 2021 
Passage: Galatians 4:1-20  
Topic:  Justification Into God’s Family 



Teaching 10 
Date:  August 1, 2021 
Passage: Galatians 4:21-31  
Topic:  Justification Into Freedom 

Section 3 - Sanctification Through Justification By Faith Alone 

Teaching 11 
Date:  August 8, 2021 
Passage: Galatians 5:1-15 
Topic:  Sanctified From Law To Love 

Teaching 12 
Date:  August 15, 2021 
Passage: Galatians 5:16-18 (as intro) - Various   
Topic:  Walking With The Spirit (1) 

Teaching 13 
Date:  August 22, 2021 
Passage: Various  
Topic:  Walking With The Spirit (2) 

Teaching 14 
Date:  August 29, 2021 
Passage: Galatians 5:16-18 (exposition)  
Topic:  Walking With The Spirit (3) 

Teaching 15 
Date:  September 5, 2021 
Passage: Galatians 5:19-26  
Topic:  Flesh vs. Spirit   

Teaching 16 
Date:  September 12, 2021 
Passage: Galatians 6:1-10  
Topic:  Sacrificial Love Toward Others 



Teaching 17 
Date:  September 19, 2021 
Passage: Galatians 6:11-18  
Topic:  Final Warning


	Purpose
	Date And Location Of Writing
	Literary Features
	Theology
	Outline

