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ECC
E-News

4/16 Transfer   Bubba Horne 
4/16 Transfer   Angela Hastings  

Additions

I just wanted to thank everyone for the 
prayers, cards and meals during my 
surgery and rehab. A great Christian 
family. 
Love in Christ, 
David Drummond

Thank You

With the annual holiday 
of Mother’s Day a part 
of our traditional May 

calendar, we thought it would be 
nice to focus less on the current 
events of the world (the virus that 
shall not be named), and to focus 
more on some of the women of 
the Bible and the truths we have 
been taught by them.  Hope you 
enjoy!

C A L L I N G  A L L  G A L S ! ! !
Please join us 

for our 1st ever 
CWF Virtual 
Spring Salad 
Supper via 

Facebook Live...on  
Tuesday, May 19th @7pm. 

We won’t let ANYTHING get in our way of serving 
God...Day by Day! Be sure to VIRTUALLY join us 
as we take care of “business” and come together 
to enjoy our salads (be sure to post a picture  
of your creation) while Sarah Krzaczkowski shares 
an inspiring message!!! What a great opportunity 
to grow...with our new normal comes new ways!!!
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by Pete Ramsey, Senior Minister
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Continued on page 10.

Arecent report came out with an updated list of the top 
twenty “influencers” on the Instagram social media 
platform. There were several famous athletes, actors 

and musicians with their followers in the hundreds of millions and 
billions. Influencers in social media are people who have built a 
reputation for their knowledge and expertise on a specific topic. 
They make regular posts about that topic on their preferred social 
media channels and generate large followings of enthusiastic, 
engaged people who pay close attention to their views. In essence, 
these people have such a tremendous group of passionate and 
faithful followers that they are able to influence many decisions 
these followers make regarding purchases, endorsements and 
opinions.  Some use their influence appropriately, while others have 
often used it to blindly lead people to conclusions and opinions 
not their own. These influencers hold more power over more areas 
of our culture than even our elected officials, religious leaders 
and economic advisors. They leverage their influence in ways we 
have never witnessed before, and it usually results in tremendous 
personal gain as companies and brands clamor to have influencers 
mention their products, wear their clothes, endorse their opinions 
and excitedly recommend their food or drink. Influencers – 
seemingly limitless power with even fewer limits to the amount of 
personal gain.
 In Acts 16, we are introduced to another influencer – not to the 
same extent or through the same methods of social media, but from 
what history tells us, for her location, she was quite the woman of 
influence.  In the opening verses of chapter sixteen, the apostle Paul 
is given a vision with a clear request for his presence in Macedonia. 
The next day, Paul and his companions set sail for Macedonia. This 
journey would begin with a port in Samothrace, then Neapolis and 
finally by foot to the city of Philippi, which was a leading city in the 
province (Acts 16:11-12). A little background on Philippi will reveal 
to us a strong retired military presence, thus a strong Imperial 
presence and religious practice in the city. There would have been 
many parades, visits from Roman dignitaries, numerous gatherings 
of those in high society and a cut throat culture of climbing to the 
top. It is here we meet our woman of influence, not inside the city, 
but on the outskirts of this strong Roman community.
 When Paul first comes to this city, along the Via Egnatia – a 
famous east-west paved road of Rome you can still see today – he 
discovers there is not even a synagogue present for him to teach and 

preach about the truth of Jesus. Instead, there is a small gathering 
of Jews and worshippers of God who had come together for prayer. 
One of these women was Lydia. Mentioned only in this chapter, Lydia 
has her heart opened up by God, she responds to Paul’s message 
about Christ and she is baptized, along with other members of her 
household. At this point, she is moved to welcome Paul and his 
companions into her home as her honored guests. Further ahead 
in the future days of the church of Philippi, it is believed that this 
woman and this home are critical to the success and growth of this 
body of believers. Why? Because Lydia was an influencer and she 
leveraged her influence for the sake of the Kingdom.
 Lydia was a dealer in purple cloth. That seems insignificant to 
us in 2020, but in the first century, particularly in Roman provinces, 
those who dealt with the dyeing of purple cloths dealt with a very 
specific and powerful group of people – Roman and political 
royalty and elite. Only those in political power or a part of the royal 
household were permitted to wear purple. Because of this, it is likely 
that Lydia was not only a regular presence in these highly influential 
circles, but she was most likely wealthy and financially stable. This 
influence allowed her to offer stability to the young body of Christ in 
Phillipi. Even after Paul left, she was able to provide the means, the 
location and the connections to let this young congregation grow 
and succeed and thrive.  All because of her influence.
 Influence. One might be tempted to think Lydia’s influence was 
all about her money, but that would be a mistake, for her influence 
ran much deeper than her pockets ever could. She had relationships 
with local authorities. She had a large household that allowed her 
to host gatherings without notice from peering eyes. She even had 
connections to those at the top – and they listened to her. Sure, 
Lydia’s money did help, but she leveraged all of her resources for 
the benefit and blessing of the Kingdom.
 What’s your level of influence?  What do you have at your 
disposal to be a benefit and blessing to the Kingdom? Do you 
have financial stability? Are you able to give exceedingly more? Do 
you have a home in which you can host gatherings and events?  
Have you ever thought about hosting a LIFE group? Or maybe your 
influence is in relationships. Maybe you have the ability to help 
gather the necessary resources to help a church program or event 
succeed. Or maybe you have the influence of relationships and the 
ability to bring people to church. Or maybe you have the ability to  

Lydia: Leveraging 
Influence 
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Ihave quite a few memories about my childhood. Having just 
reached the milestone of “fabulously forty,” there are countless 
anecdotes I could tell and advice I could share about what I learned 

growing up. Now that my son is a teenager, I find myself thinking 
back on my high school years more and more. There’s so much 
pressure on you during that time to gain the most experiences, get 
the best grades, and choose the right path. I remember the adults 
in my life pushing me forward. If I wanted to be successful, then I 
had to follow the “adult formula.” If you didn’t follow it to the letter, 
then you’d fail as an adult. While a lot of the advice they gave me 
was sound, some of it left me feeling inadequate and often like I 
didn’t have many options. We tend to place a lot of expectations on 
ourselves and others (especially our leaders) to behave in a certain 
way, but we only have to open the Bible to read about countless 
people that didn’t fit the mold. In Judges, Deborah is a perfect 
example. Even though we only get a glimpse of her character in 
chapters four and five, we can learn a lot from her about letting go 
of a mindset of “I can’t” to one of “I certainly can.”  
 If I were to ask you what qualities make the best leader, you’d 
probably say things like, “They’re smart, assertive, extroverted, 
confident, etc.” All you have to do is open up a book, or turn on the 
TV to see one of these stereotypical leaders in action. It’s one of the 
things which often stops people from applying for a promotion at 
work. They don’t feel like they’re enough, so why even bother. This 
kind of thinking can also stop people from serving in church and 
cause them to say no to what could potentially be a part of God’s 
plan.  However, I’m going to challenge your thinking with three 
“don’ts” from Deborah.

1) You don’t have to be loud to be a leader.   
Judges 4:5 tells us, “Deborah would sit under the Palm Tree 
of Deborah…And the people of Israel would come to her to 
settle their arguments.” It’s such a small description, but it 
says so much. She didn’t judge from a place of power or 
formality; instead she chose a quiet and peaceful location. 
I would imagine this would go a long way towards setting 
people at ease. You don’t have to be the loudest in the room 
in order for people to listen to you. Being respectful and 
quiet enough to listen to others first is much more important.

2) You don’t have to be an expert to be excellent. 
As a woman during that time period, I can’t imagine 
Deborah would have studied war strategies and combat, 
so she definitely would not have been what we would have 
considered “qualified” to lead an army into battle. When the 

people of Israel cried out to the Lord to rescue them from 
King Jabin, Deborah was called up to lead her people out 
of oppression, and she said yes. She was just one of two 
people in the Bible who was both a prophet and a judge. Her 
success is a direct result of her trusting God’s plan, and not 
limiting herself to what she alone could do. It is too easy to 
say you can’t do something because you don’t know how, 
but I would imagine you didn’t know how to walk at one 
point either. I didn’t train to be a Children’s Minister, and it 
was never something I considered doing. My degree is in 
education, but one day I was asked to lead a ministry. To say 
I felt inadequate is an understatement. I was comfortable 
teaching the kids, but there were so many things I felt ill-
equipped to handle. It was one of the biggest leaps of faith 
I’ve ever taken, but it has rewarded me in countless ways.

3) You don’t have to do it all to gain the advantage. 
When it came time to fight, Deborah called up Barak to 
gather and lead the troops. She then tells him, “I will make 
Sisera, the commander of Jabin’s army, come to you…I 
will help you to defeat Sisera there” (Judges 4:6-7). She 
delegated the fighting to those who were the most suited for 
the task and then gave them her unwavering support. This 
is servant leadership at it’s best. She let them know she was 
available to help, and she led them from below in order to 
lift them up, instead of dragging them along behind her. As 
someone who struggles with the habit of doing it all instead 
of asking for help, this is a very important reminder for me. 
Deborah isn’t even the one credited with the success. That 
honor went to Jael when she killed Sisera. A good leader 
inspires those around them to succeed. When we are tasked 
with honoring God through serving, He won’t allow us to 
flounder without help. He will surround us with people like 
Deborah to train and lead us.

 There are so many other lies we could allow ourselves to 
believe when we’re called to lead. This sinful way of thinking places 
all the focus on the world’s limitations. If we limit what God can 
do, then we diminish His glory. Deborah led in her own way, and 
in a way that was encouraged by God. She made herself willing 
and available to a greater calling. What is God calling you to do? 
Consider the possibility that His plan is asking you to be more than 
you ever imagined. Is the mold you’re trying to fit formed by the 
world or one that is designed by your Creator? 

by Serena Maerkl, Children’s Director

The “Don’ts” of  
Deborah 
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Let’s face it, people are good at hurting other people. Maybe 
you have been the victim of someone’s thoughtless action, 
or maybe you’ve caught the tail end of someone’s bad day. 

Either way, people are good at hurting other people, intentionally 
or unintentionally. When these hurts come from people outside  
of the church, we tend to feel pain and hurt and then think, “Well, 
they don’t know Jesus; otherwise, they wouldn’t act like that.” We 
move on.

 But what happens when the hurtful words or actions 
come from someone inside the church? 
 The church is no different. The church is made up of imperfect 
people. People with different experiences, strengths, likes and 
dislikes. If you have been part of the church for any length of 
time, you can probably think of a time when you have been hurt 
by someone. Maybe you were working on a project together, and 
you had different opinions and unkind words were rashly spoken. 
Maybe the hurt came when you were co-teaching a class, or maybe 
it was even just a quick conversation, and things were said (or not 
said) and your feelings got hurt. 
 Of all the women mentioned in the Bible, Euodia (yoo-O-dee-
uh) and Syntyche (SIHN-tih-tshee) have a special place in my heart. 
There are many amazing women of faith in the Bible with beautiful 
faith stories, which include pain and triumph. These ladies’ faith 
encounters were recorded for everyone to imitate and strive for. 
 However, Euodia and Syntyche, although only mentioned for a 
brief moment in the Bible, have so much to teach us about anger, 
hurt, misunderstanding and healing.

 There are only a few things we know about these two women 
from Paul’s writing in Philippians 4:2-3. “I urge Euodia and I urge 
Syntyche to live in harmony in the Lord. 3 Indeed, true companion, 
I ask you also to help these women who have shared my struggle in 
the cause of the gospel, together with Clement also and the rest of 
my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.”
 These ladies were part of the faith community! They worked to 
help further the gospel with Paul and others. They undoubtedly 

knew about Jesus’ teaching about love and forgiveness. They knew 
how important it was to work together for a common purpose of 
advancing the gospel. I think it would be safe to say these two ladies 
were probably pretty important in their local church.
 On the other hand, there is plenty we don’t know about these 
ladies. What were they fighting over? Were they related? Finally, did 
they resolve their argument? Although we know little about these 
ladies, there is still much we can learn about relationships and 
getting along with one another.
 Relationships are powerful. The church can’t form and 
continue to grow into a thriving, God honoring community without 
people working together, despite differences and misunderstandings. 
Paul knew if these two women were allowed to continue with their 
feud, the church would suffer and division would be the ultimate 
end. 
 Any good partnership takes forgiveness to grow. There are times 
in every relationship when you will be the one needing forgiveness 
and other times when you will be giving forgiveness. 

Hurt and Healing: Euodia 
and Syntyche
by Brittany Kellar, Community & Connections Director

Continued on page 10.



Irecently had the honor of scanning all of the bulletins 
and The Echoes for the church so we have a digital 
copy. It was no small task. If I had to guesstimate, it was 

around 12,000 pages. Thankfully, the scanner has a feeder, 
and I sent them through a year at a time. I have to admit, it was 

difficult to stay on task 
and not stop to read the 
details. Some things 
made me laugh aloud 
as I thought about how 
much has changed over 
the course of sixty-
one-and-a-half years. 
Others made me tear 
up, and it wasn’t just 
the dust. I was struck 
by the legacy of faith, 
generosity and love 
that defines Englewood 
Christian Church. 

 I n  t h e  N e w 
Testament, we come 
across the story of a 
woman who also has a 
legacy. Acts 9:36 tells 
us, “In Joppa there 
was a disciple named 
Tabitha (in Greek her 

name is Dorcas); she was always doing good and helping 
the poor.” As we continue reading, we discover that Tabitha 
became sick and died, so the disciples took her to an upper 
room and sent for Peter. When Peter arrived, “he was taken 
upstairs to the room. All the widows stood around him, crying 
and showing him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas had 
made while she was still with them” (verse 39). 

 I love when the Bible describes a person’s character. David – 
a man after God’s own heart. Steven – a man full of faith and of 
the Holy Spirit. Barnabas – son of encouragement. Lydia – a 
worshiper of God. Depending on which version of the Bible 
you’re reading, 

Tabitha 
always doing good and helping the poor (NIV)

rich in acts of kindness and charity  
which she continually did (AMP)

lived her life doing kind things for  
others and serving the poor (TPT)

abounding with deeds of kindness and charity 
which she continually did (NASB)

well known for doing good and helping out (MSG)

always doing kind things for others and  
helping the poor (NLT)

 Tabitha lived a life that left a legacy. She was generous with 
her life and belongings. She was kind and good. She did 
practical things to help and serve others, including those less 
fortunate. She probably didn’t ever do anything that would 
make the evening news, but she used her gifts and talents to 
support those around her. 

 One doesn’t have to look very hard to find a woman or two or 
ten here at ECC who could be described like Tabitha. As I pored 
over the records from the past, I noticed time and time again a 
theme of serving others in the church and in the community. 
As I’ve gotten to know you, I’ve personally witnessed and 
experienced your acts of kindness. If I started listing names, 
I’d leave someone out, so all women of Englewood, THANK 
YOU. Keep up the good work! (Side note: the men of ECC are 
tremendous as well; Gene Worth, Moe Bacon, Henry Pratt and 
Chris Mead helped paint my house when I moved.) 

 To those newer to ECC or those with fewer gray hairs, I’d 
like to encourage us with a sincere challenge. Let’s take up 
this legacy and make it our own. Those who have gone before 
us have left us with an amazing example, and we should make 
our best effort to follow in their footsteps. Let’s be women who 
serve and are rich in acts of kindness, living our lives always 
doing good. 

.
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Women of Legacy  
by Angela Hastings, Office Manager

Continued on page 10.
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W  e are in the moment. People say hindsight 
is always 20/20… but that saying offers 
NO SOLUTION to a crisis requiring 20/20 

vision. There’s no hindsight yet. No solutions. No satisfying 
timeline. Nothing. It’s so hard to see the outcome when you’re “in 
the moment,” like we are now, especially when all we 
want is for things to go back to normal. Though we are 
on our way to the end, there is no discernable or actual 
end in sight. Enduring this is not easy…in fact, for 
those of us who like structure, schedules, and routine, 
it really isn’t easy. Today, we are going to look at the 
life of one of my favorite women of the Bible – Esther. 
She endured an “in the moment,” much more extreme 
than what we are going through now. She was brought 
out of her home, had her life changed dramatically and 
was put in a very difficult position from which she was 
ultimately able to save the lives of her people. 

 Now, we are not maliciously being sought out by 
someone looking to literally kill us, like Esther was. 
Esther’s time was different, after all. However, in our 
current circumstance, we can learn a few things from Esther’s 
response to her impossible situation.

 One of the first things we see as we’re reading the story is as 
Esther was sent away to prepare for Xerxes, Mordecai forbade her 
from sharing her nationality and family background. There’s no 
obvious indication of why Mordecai told her to do this. It could be 
he was afraid she wouldn’t receive favor from Xerxes because she 
was a Jew. Regardless of the intent behind Mordecai’s instructions, 
we see later in the story, the dramatic reveal of Esther’s identity 
combined with Xerxes’ affinity for her as his wife ultimately saved 
the Jewish nation. Haman’s pursuit of the Jews’ destruction 
prompted Mordecai to ask Esther to use her position as Xerxes’ 
wife to plead with him for the salvation of the Jews. And we all know 
the story here: the problem was anyone who visited the King’s inner 
court without being summoned could be immediately put to death 
(we see in chapter one how Vashte was treated when she didn’t do 
what the king asked). Mordecai and Esther’s discussion posed two 
scenarios for her. 1) She stays silent and keeps her identity a secret, 
her family is killed, and deliverance of the Jews comes from another 
place – if at all. 2) She goes to the king, for after all “who knows but 

that you have come to your royal position for such a time as this?” 
(4:14) Esther’s response to Mordecai was to ask him to fast and 
to pray for her: “Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa,  
and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day.  
I and my attendants will fast as you do. When this is done, I will  

go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if I perish, 
I perish.” (4:16). 

 This was a terrifying position to be in – one where Esther had to 
make the choice between her own life and the lives of her people 
and her family. But Esther’s reaction and response to the situation at 
hand was to obey the instructions given to her, to be brave and do 
what she knew was right at the expense of her own well-being, and 
to ask for help in the form of prayer and fasting. How often do we 
react in such a way? When a crisis arises, do we react by following 
the instructions of those we trust and those who are close to us? 
Do we respond by choosing others’ well-being over our own? Do 
we ask for help when we need it? On that note, do we ask for prayer 
when we need it?

 This month, let’s practice responding to the crisis at hand with the 
kind of focus and determination we see from Esther. Let’s obey the 
Lord at all times. Let’s learn to lean on each other and ask for help. 
Let’s pray for one another and choose each other’s needs over our 
own. Let’s react calmly with the assurance we rest under the wings 
of the Almighty, and He can use us and our position as His people 
for “such a time as this.”

Responding to Fear in 
“Such a Time as This” 
by Karissa Hardin, Worship Ministry Director
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One thing made very clear to me during this 
COVID-19 pandemic is the fact that we need 
community. What I mean 

by that is we need other people in 
our lives who we can see, talk to, 
physically be around, etc. We need 
relationships in our lives with whom 
we can do life, people in whom we 
can confide, people who can be open 
and honest with us and know it’s all 
in love. We need friends. Better yet, 
we need brothers and sisters. We 
need family. I believe it is safe to 
say, we, as a human race, were never 
meant to be alone.

 I watched a TV show where one 
of the main characters wanted to 
be put into solitary confinement for 
only twenty-four hours to see what 
it was really like. After he was let out 
of solitary, he was mad at the person 
who put him in there because he thought he was in there for 
much longer than 24 hours.  God wired us to need physical 
interaction with other people. We need the church! 

 If you were to go back and look throughout Scripture, you 
would see even the most well known people of the Bible had 
friends with whom they shared life. One of the most prominent 
men in the Bible had those friends he could lean on for 
encouragement and who were there for him through some 
pretty difficult seasons. 

 Paul found those friends in Priscilla and Aquila. In  
Acts 18, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth where he  
knew absolutely no one and was essentially the only Christ 
follower in the entire city. He was all alone, but here is the  
cool part of this story (and see if you can relate to it at all).  
Paul met a husband and wife in Corinth named Aquila and 
Priscilla. They were Jewish, Christ-followers, and tentmakers. 
They had common ground and the same heart as Paul. So, 
Paul stayed and worked with them and expanded the ministry 

in Corinth. After he left Corinth, he sailed to Syria; guess 
who went with him…that’s right, Priscilla and Aquila. What 

started out as this “random” meeting 
in Corinth turned into a missionary 
journey for all three of them. They 
were doing life together for the 
kingdom all because they met each 
other by chance in Corinth and had 
a lot of things in common, most 
importantly their relationship with 
Jesus. Now we know Paul meeting 
Priscilla and Aquila and having all 
these things in common was most 
likely not by chance, but by divine 
appointment. It’s easy to see God 
at work here. They met and were 
immediately doing work for the 
kingdom. 

   Have you ever had a relationship or 
friendship you knew came from God? 
You’re wandering around alone, 

not knowing anyone and then all of a sudden God places 
someone, or people, in your life. A relationship which will 
have a significant impact on the kingdom of God. This is why 
kingdom relationships matter. Everyone in that relationship, 
whether it’s a husband and wife relationship like Priscilla and 
Aquila, or a friendship relationship like Paul and Priscilla and 
Aquila, all have one goal in mind, and that is to spread the 
good news of Jesus Christ and help people start a relationship 
with Him. 

 What kingdom relationships do you have in your life? How 
are you cultivating these relationships? What impact on the 
kingdom are you making? If you aren’t sure if you have these 
kinds of relationships in your life, what can you do today to 
build kingdom relationships? How can you be more active in 
your church community right now? 

 The goal of the church is to build the kingdom. We do that 
by growing community and forging friendships. Kingdom 
relationships matter!

Kingdom Relationships 
Matter 
by Josh Colvin, Student Minister
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 Here is an excerpt from an update letter our 
missions ministry team received from Omoa.
 We are thankful for you and we are thankful for 
your prayers for the Omoa Children’s Home. We 
want to let you know that we pray for you as well.
We want to share with you what the girls have 
been up to these months!
•	 Ana, our youngest girl, turned 10! We had a sleepover party to celebrate 
her and we are so thankful for her life and sweet spirit. Please pray for her 
that she may overcome any learning and writing difficulties and she does 
well in school.

•	 Karla or as we call her “Karlita” turned 20! She is a special needs girl 
who has taught us many things about love, patience, strength as she lives 
every day loving the girls. It is a challenge to help her but we are thankful 
God always provides for her needs.

•	 During break from school the girls take time to go to the beach, some 
of the girls are very talented at painting, some like reading and volleyball, 
they received computer classes, some girls help with cooking and for 
valentine’s day they decorated beautiful cookies!

•	 At church, the older girls are involved in the Children’s Ministry, we 
had a VBS for 3 days at the Omoa church and the girls were involved in 
helping, teaching, crafts and games.

•	 As you’ve heard of the small business restaurant we have, “Tacos 
y mas”, the girls were able to be in a microbusiness training at one of 
Lifeline’s schools, about economic ownership that took place over 3 days.

•	 The girls started the school year in February. Pray that they do good 
in school, they learn and are a light to those around them. Pray for their 
teachers and pray for the staff at the Children’s Home that serves every day.

Mission 
Spotlight

Omoa Children’s Home – Honduras – 
Lifeline Christian Mission

Week of May 3 – Chapter 35 – Communion  
Week of May 10 – Chapter 36 – Eternal Security 
Week of May 17– Chapter 37 – The Holy Spirit
Week May 24 – Chapter 38 – The Ascension
Week of May 31 – Chapter 39 – Baptism 

Core52 
Schedule

Worship 
Lifestyle

Consistent 
Discipleship

Sacrificial 
Stewardship

Local 
Service

Global 
Support

Personal 
Evangelism

E C C  V i s i o n

M A Y  S E R M O N  S E R I E S 
When Life Gives You Lemons….
These next four weeks will 
reveal how we can grow 
during difficult times in life. 
By persevering, trusting God, 
forgiving others and serving 
others, we can squeeze  
lemonade from the lemons 
that life throws at us.

May 3 – The Struggle Squeeze (James 1:2-4)

May 10 – The Highs from the Lows (Psalm 23)

May 17 – Beauty from Pain (Genesis 45:3-15)

May 24 – Struggles Succumb to Service (Philippians 4:1-10)

Our prayer requests:
 Pray for the girls to not panic about the virus going on and that they 
learn to trust God all the time.

 Pray that the school work at home will go well without having their 
teacher.

 We give thanks to God for his provision.

 We thank God for health and that everyone is doing well.

 Omoa is supported through our regular Faith Promise giving and also 
through special project gifts when needs arise. Please continue in your 
faithfulness of giving to our Faith Promise mission partners..
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Dear ECC family,

As I write this letter to you, we are still in the midst of 
our self-isolation and social distancing practices. This 
includes the limitation on large group gatherings which 
has temporarily suspended schools and churches 
meeting. Although we have not been together in 
person, I am confident and encouraged by the tenacity 
of God’s people to find ways to maintain community.  
When the world fights against you and seems to put 
impossible obstacles in your way, you continue to 
focus your faith on Christ and know there is nothing 
impossible for Him as He turns those obstacles into 
opportunities to honor Him and expand His Kingdom.

With no certain or confirmed end in sight regarding 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the ECC Leadership has 
decided to extend the suspension of our on-site 
services and programs. For the month of May, here 
are the guidelines:

1. Continuation of Sunday AM virtual worship 
experiences through (including) May 17

2. Continued suspension of all ECC programs and 
events in person through the month of May.

We can always adjust these if it appears necessary, but 
want to exercise caution and express the highest level 
of concern for our church family and our neighborhood 
community.  Please continue to pray for our local, state 
and national leaders as we work together through this 
process to reopen our society and resume meeting 
together again.  Remember, in all of this we know that 
Christ “holds all things together.” We hope to begin to 
resume meeting together, but even then it will likely be 
in a “slow and cautious” method as opposed to a full 
speed resumption of all programs and events. 

Remember, our office is still open during regular hours, 
and we have a team of volunteers ready to meet your 
needs. Please don’t hesitate to call and ask for help.  
We love you and want to serve you any way we can!

Thanks so much for the honor and privilege of being 
one of your leaders.  I am humbled at the opportunity 
and covet your prayers in all of this.

May we always strive to Honor One God, Grow One 
Faith and Serve One World.

“See” you soon!

Be good, be God’s,

Pete Ramsey
Senior Minister, ECC

influence others by the way you communicate and teach? Or could 
it be music? Or how about media? Or maybe it could be in financial 
adviser? Maybe you don’t even know what kind of influence you 
have yet.
 My prayer for you is that you may discover your area of influence 
and leverage it for the benefit and blessing of the Kingdom today. 
You just might influence someone’s eternity along the way.

“Hurt and Healing: Euodia and Syntyche”  
by Brittany Kellar, Community &  
Connections Director

Continued from page 6. 

“Women of Legacy”  
by Angela Hastings, Office Manager
 What kind of legacy are you leaving? How will you be remembered 
in the history records of ECC? How will you be remembered by your 
family?  What is one kind thing you can do to begin to build upon the 
legacy of Tabitha and the women of Englewood Christian Church?

Continued from page 3.

“Lydia: Leveraging Influence”  
by Pete Ramsey, Senior Minister

 The church should be the place where we practice giving and 
receiving forgiveness often because after all, God continues to 
forgive us over and over again.  
 Words carry power. Words are powerful; they have the power 
to heal hearts or destroy them. Proverbs 15:4 says, “Gentle words 
bring life and health; a deceitful tongue crushes the spirit.” We aren’t 
supposed to shy away from the hard conversations if a brother or 
sister is doing something wrong or sinful; however, we can speak 
words with gentleness, love and humility. 
 Truth is vital. We all long for the truth. In the court system, 
when you give your testimony, you take an oath that you are “telling 
the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.” Just a few verses 
after Paul encourages the ladies to get along with one another, he 
speaks about practicing good character and focusing on the truth.
 Often times in the middle of our hurt, finding the truth may be 
hard, feeling nearly impossible to do; however, if we want to continue 
to grow and thrive in our faith community and to help others to do 
the same, seeking truth is a necessity. It’s okay and encouraged to 
have someone help you to see the truth, so that healing can happen. 
 We don’t know if Euodia and Syntyche ever solved their 
disagreement. However, we do know healing from pain is possible 
and is necessary for the church to continue to grow together. This 
is not intended to minimize your pain; however, we all can take a 
few pointers when it comes to begin hurt in relationships within the 
church. Unresolved hurt and pain can lead to separation and anger, 
two things which Satan, the leader of darkness, thrives on. 
 Have you been hurt? Have you let the Lord resolve your pain? 
Are you allowing your hurt to bring you closer to Him or further 
away?

Continued from page 5.



11ENGLEWOOD CHRISTIAN CHURCH THE ECHOES MAY 2020

Growing 
One 
Faith

A Message from Maria Gabbard
OK, here goes...I have been struggling the last couple of days on what 
words to use to tell you all how much you mean to me! The time has come 
for me to start a new chapter in my life. 

I moved on Tuesday, April 21 to Nashville!

Most if not all of you know my daughter lives in Nashville, and I have 
struggled to stay here in Jacksonville. So, I have packed up my house, my 
job has been furloughed for weeks, and it is time to pack up my animals 
and head to the mountains. Please know how much you have all meant to 
me, and most of us have been through a lot together, and I shall always be 
grateful for the wonderful people God has put in my life!!

Serving One World

Over 20 kits, which include worship 
service DVDs and communion 
elements, are delivered weekly to 
our members. Delivering the kits has 
been a joy and blessing to many. 

Virtual Worship Service – For those with access to the 
internet, being able to participate in Sunday morning 
worship with others from the comfort of our homes has 
been a welcome alternative.

Happy Trails Maria Parade was a beautiful display of 
love. She was overjoyed to see so many people wish 
her well on her new journey. We wish her all the best. 

The Egg Hunt – 
The community 
egg hunt looked a 
bit different this 
year. We offered a 
drive thru, social 
distancing hunt, 
where kids (and 
parents) were able 
to look for eggs 
and receive candy 
and goodies. 

Honoring One God
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May 2020

O N L I N E  S C H E D U L E
ALL
Every Sunday @ 10:15am - Worship (FB LIVE) 
Every Tuesday @ noon - Tuesday Chapel (FB LIVE) 
Every Thursday @ 7:00pm - Prayer Gathering (FB LIVE)  
Various Times & Days - Adult LIFE Groups – contact your group leader 
for specific meeting details.

Student Ministry Events on ZOOM (online conferencing app)
Small Groups: May 3rd, 17th & 31st @ 6:30pm
Sunday School: Every Sunday @ 9:30am
Youth Group: Every Thursday @ 7:00pm

E-city Kids Events:
Every Monday @ noon (FB LIVE): Story Time with Ms. Serena
Every Wednesday @ noon (FB LIVE): What’s Up Wednesday?
Every Saturday @ 9:00am on Zoom: Seek it Saturday Scavenger Hunt

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, sign up for our e-newsletter or check our website 
and app for current updates regarding programming, events and activities.

virtual community opportunities

ENGLEWOOD

cityecitye


