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 If you would like 
to submit articles, 
events or activities 
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for the next issue 
of The Echoes, 
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Wednesday,  
December 9. 
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weekly e-newsletter is each 
Wednesday at 5:00 pm. 
Please email all submissions 
to angelah@eccjax.com with any 
coordinating artwork or graphics.   
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ECC
E-News

It’s the most wonderful time of the 
year!! We are taking some time 
this month to celebrate the birth 

of our Savior by reflecting on the 
messages we hear through some 
of our favorite Christmas carols.  
We hope it uplifts you as you gather 
with friends and family this year! 
Enjoy and be sure to share The 
Echoes with all your friends and 
family.

GriefShare
Mondays at 6:45pm

Sewing/Quilting
Wednesdays at 1:00pm

Wednesday Night Youth Group
Wednesdays at 7:00pm

Move Christmas Decorations
Sunday, November 29

Decorate for Christmas 
Monday, November 30
CWF Circle Meetings
Tuesday, December 1/ 
Saturday, December 5

Family Sunday (K-5th in worship)
e-city kids Service Project

Sunday, December 6
Prime Timers’ Event
Tuesday, December 8

DECEMBER 2020 CALENDAR

ESM Christmas Party
Saturday, December 12
CWF Board Meeting
Sunday, December 13

Christmas Lip Sync Battle
Wednesday, December 16

High School Winter Retreat
Friday, December 18- 
Sunday, December 20

Adjusted holiday office hours 
– see page 8
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Many days when I pick up my son from school, we’ll jam out 
together with a little old school rock-n-roll from the 1980s. 
I know that might not seem like old school, but let’s face it, 

1980 was forty years ago!!  
 As we enter into the full enjoyment of the most wonderful 
time of the year, it also allows us to “jam” to some old school 
Christmas carols. Now, when I say old school, I don’t mean 1980s 
Amy Grant “Grown Up Christmas List” or the 1990s Mark Lowry, 
“Mary, Did You Know?” I’m talking about really old school…..like 
800 years old, old school!!
 One of my favorite Christmas 
songs is the traditional carol, “O 
Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” 
I have always loved the 
arrangement, especially on 
the guitar (check out the 
arrangement by Gabe Scott 
on Andrew Peterson’s album 
Behold the Lamb of God). Here 
is the first verse to refresh your 
memory. 
 “O come, O come, Emmanuel
 And ransom captive Israel
 That mourns in lonely exile here
 Until the Son of God appear
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
 Shall come to thee, O Israel”
 What’s even more amazing is the centuries-old message 
contained in the verses which still rings true today. This song 
is actually based on a series of old Latin recitations from the 
Advent season called, the O Antiphons. These were seven 
verses sung by monks prior to Christmas as a way of expressing 
the anticipation and excitement of the arrival of the Christ child. 
In fact, each verse is rooted in a Messianic prophesy from Isaiah.  
 This ancient advent hymn originated in part from the “Great 
O Antiphons,” part of the medieval Roman Catholic Advent 
liturgy. On each day of the week leading up to Christmas, one 
responsive verse would be chanted, each including a different 
Old Testament name for the coming Messiah. It is a verbal 
recognition of our acknowledgement of Christ as 
the fulfillment of these Old Testament prophecies.  
 As we sing this ancient hymn I want to emphasize 
two things to take with you: where and who.

 Where: When singing this song, I think there is an added 
emphasis on understanding our place in the Kingdom of God.  
We are singing of the prophecies of Christ in each verse, then 
rejoicing in His arrival in the refrain, but is that where we should 
remain? Certainly not! I am not celebrating the ancient history of 
the Messiah, but instead, I am also celebrating His anticipated 
return. This song should be sung from the perspective of “almost, 
but not yet,” as in, we are almost fully experiencing our salvation 
in Christ, but not yet – not until His return will we fully live out our 
salvation. That is where we are.

 Who: If you look at each 
of the verses, you’ll see a 
magnificent description of 
Christ (your hymnal likely has 
only four or five, but there 
are actually seven different 
verses – a few were added  
in the late 19th century).  
He is Wisdom (Isaiah 28:29).  
He is the Desire of Nations 
(Haggai 2:7). He is Emmanuel 
(Isaiah 7:14). He is the Branch 

of Jesse (Isaiah 11:1). He is the Dayspring (Malachi 4:2). He is 
the Key of David (Isaiah 22:22). He is the Lord (Exodus 19:16). 
Along with all of these titles comes the acceptance, anticipation 
and celebration of His impending return! “Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel! And ransom captive Israel!” You are all we have ever 
longed for and all we will ever need!  
 So, this Christmas, as you gather together with family and 
friends, please remember to celebrate not only the miraculous 
arrival of the Messiah and the fulfillment of the words of the 
prophets of old, but also the anticipated return of our Messiah, 
King, Lord, Hope, Light and Rescuer as He returns to ransom us 
from our sins.
 “O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer
 Our spirits by Thine advent here;
 Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
 And death’s dark shadows put to flight.” 
’́ερχου κύριε ’́Iησου~
“erchou kurie Iesou”, 
“Come, Lord Jesus” 

by Pete Ramsey, Senior Minister

First and Second
“O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL”

...almost, but 
not yet...That is 
where we are. 



W ho has two thumbs and is super excited for this 
Christmas season? This guy. I love Christmas and 
everything which comes with it. There’s spending 

time with family I haven’t seen in a year. There’s Christmas 
breakfast and Christmas 
dinner. One of the main 
reasons I love the Christmas 
season is because of the 
“spirit” which comes with it. 
There’s just something about 
this time of year bringing out 
the best in people. For me it’s 
the music that gets me in the 
Christmas spirit. It’s so upbeat 
and encouraging, and the joy 
in my life naturally comes out 
when I listen to Christmas 
music. 
 There is a plethora of 
Christmas songs, and new 
ones seem to come out every 
year, but one of the more 
popular and oldest ones, and 
one which gets redone almost 
every year is “Silent Night.” 
Here at ECC we sing this song 
acapella on Christmas Eve in 
a special moment at the end 
of our service. However, if you 
really think about it, this song is off a little bit. Was it really 
silent?
 I was able to be in the delivery room and witness the birth 
of all three of my daughters. Annabelle cried very loudly for 
quite a while when she was born. Corinna let out this high 
pitched, ear piercing squeal. She was so loud and the squeal 
was so ear piercing, the doctor, in the middle of making sure 
the twins were healthy and making sure Julie, my wife, was 
okay, said, “Whoa!! Someone just gave birth to a velociraptor!” 
The entire delivery room erupted in laughter. Eloise was just 
like Annabelle. She cried very loudly until the doctors put her 
up by Julie’s face for Julie to talk to her and calm her down. As 
soon as Ellie heard the voice of Julie, she stopped crying and 

was calm. The births of my daughters were awesome, but that 
moment with Ellie and Julie was one of the most incredible 
moments in my life.
 I wanted to give insight into these birth stories to point out 

the similarity – every single 
one of my babies cried when 
they were born. I believe it is 
safe to say most births aren’t 
quiet or silent. It is natural for a 
baby to cry when they are born 
or for a dad to weep because 
his wife is breaking his hand. 
Either way, childbirth is not a 
quiet event. So why would we 
expect the day/night Jesus 
was born to be any different? 
After all, Hebrews does say 
Jesus was fully human just like 
us:
 17 For this reason he had 
to be made like them, fully 
human in every way, in order 
that he might become a 
merciful and faithful high priest 
in service to God, and that he 
might make atonement for the 
sins of the people. 18 Because 
he himself suffered when he 

was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 
(Hebrews 2:17-18)
 Christ was human just like every single one of us. His 
mother  gave birth to Him. He grew and developed physically 
and spiritually from a child into a man. He was tempted just 
like us in every way. He went through all the different types 
of emotions just like us. He was happy, sad, joyful, angry, 
disappointed, frustrated, etc., just like us. Yet the great thing 
about Jesus, and something all of us reading this should be 
excited about is JESUS NEVER SINNED. It’s that truth we 
can hold on to. Jesus was like us in every way, but He did not 
sin. Praise the Lord He didn’t because had that not happened, 
the way we live our lives would mean absolutely nothing. Just 
think, it all started on a not so silent night. 
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by Josh Colvin, Student Minister

A Not So Silent Night
“SILENT NIGHT”



by Angela Hastings, Office Manager
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My alma mater has a special Christmastime tradition 
called Carol of Lights™. This year will mark the 62nd 
annual (hey, that’s the same age as ECC) custom 

of Texas Tech students and alumni gathering in Memorial 
Circle for a parade of lights, a combined concert featuring 
the orchestra, choirs, both of the vocal and trombone variety, 
and a display of over 25,000 lights activated at just the right 
moment of the night. It’s truly a sight and sound to behold.  
 To get in the spirit of writing for this edition of The Echoes, 
I found a broadcast from two years ago and watched it. They 
still perform the same exact music they were performing when 
I moved away sixteen years ago. The most memorable songs 
were Manheim Steamroller for the lighting and a vocal solo of 
“O Holy Night.” For twenty-three years, a professor of music 
sang that solo. For twenty-three years, we could count on his 
booming voice projecting throughout the campus. However, 
he retired several years ago, and someone else sang during 
the performance I watched. I’m sad to say, it just wasn’t the 
same. 
 Don’t get me wrong; I love the song “O Holy Night.” It’s 
just a really difficult song to sing, and not everyone has the 
range necessary for it. In my opinion, Texas Tech should have 
retired the singing of “O Holy Night” at Carol of Lights™ when 
Professor Hartwell retired. However, I think sometimes we 
hang on to traditions longer than we should just because they 
are traditions and that’s the way we’ve always done things. 
 In spite of listening to many painful performances of this tune 
over the years, it remains one of my favorite Christmas carols.   

I love the message of Jesus rescuing us 
from sin and breaking the chains of slavery 
and oppression. On that night, hope was 
born. On that night, light shone. On that 
night, God Himself became our friend. On 
that night, everything changed. 
   I’ve always been one to dig in my heels and 
avoid change. “If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it,” 
right?!  However, the world was broken, so 
God sent His son, and everything changed 
on that holy night. 
  Jesus’ ministry brought further change. 
He stepped on toes. He shook things up. 
He called people out. He made people 

uncomfortable. Jesus challenged the long-standing rituals and 
traditions of His culture and even His family. The Pharisees at 
one point asked him, “Why don’t your disciples follow our age-
old tradition?” (Mark 7:5, NLT). Personal translation: “You’re 
not doing it right. Can’t you just do things the way they’ve 
always been done?” 
 I like tradition. I like rules. I like routines. I like schedules. 
They make me feel secure. If you want to see me get 
rattled, change things up on me last minute. Honestly, Jesus’ 
response to the Pharisees question about tradition seems 
rather harsh to me. He calls them hypocrites. He says their 
hearts are far from God and their worship is fake. He accuses 
them of teaching “man-made ideas as commands from God”  
(Mark 7:7, NLT).
 When we find ourselves digging in our heels about change 
and saying something to the effect of, “We’ve always done it 
like this,” we have to make sure we’re not equating man-made 
ideas with commands from God. As much good as tradition 
can be and bring, we have to make sure we’re not finding our 
identity and security in it. Everything changes, even traditions. 
The only thing that doesn’t change is God Himself (Psalm 
55:19, James 1:17). 
 On that holy night when Christ was born, everything 
changed. May the hope He brings empower us to embrace 
change, and may the promise of freedom enable us to release 
any traditions we cling to that should be retired. 

The Night Everything Changed
“O HOLY NIGHT”



One day when my oldest was in fourth grade, he 
came home from school with a story to tell and a 
very determined look on his face. “Mom!” he said, 

“This kid in my class said that Santa wasn’t real, and I am 
going to prove him wrong.” He went on and on about his 
argument with his classmate, and then quickly got to work 
on this elaborate scheme to prove once and for all Santa 
was the real deal. He was going to set up a hidden camera, 
strategically placed treats played a huge role, and he had 
chosen accomplices — Mom 
and Dad. For weeks leading 
up to Christmas, he told 
everyone who would listen of 
his plans to catch the big guy. 
I’m sure you can recall a time 
when you were overcome 
with a similar feeling of 
excitement and unwavering 
focus. Maybe it had to do 
with a job you wanted, a new 
relationship, or a bucket list 
item you were able to check 
off. Whatever it was, we’ve 
all experienced it, but more 
often than not, we don’t have 
that same attitude towards the 
birth of Christ. Sure, we may 
get really excited about the 
Christmas season, but with all 
the distractions which happen 
during the holidays, it’s easy 
to forget the WHY of Christmas.
 What would happen if I stopped to proclaim the birth 
of Jesus with the same zeal my son had in his stories 
about Santa Claus? Isaiah 52:7 says, “How beautiful on 
the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, 
who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim 
salvation, who say to Zion, ‘Your God reigns!’” I can’t read 
this verse without getting a little fired up. There is passion in 
these words which should be a call to action, maybe even 
a battle cry. It’s telling us Jesus is the GOOD NEWS, and 

while I don’t roam the streets with a trumpet in my hand to 
announce the King’s birth, I am armed with the knowledge 
of His story. It’s a story which deserves to be told from the 
mountains’ peaks because it is a gift that no person should 
ever miss out on.

“How beautiful on the mountains 
are the feet of those who bring 

good news, who 
proclaim peace, 

who bring 
good tidings, 
who proclaim 
salvation, who 

say to Zion, 
‘Your God 

reigns!’”
 After finding Jesus in the 
manger, the shepherds 
immediately went out to tell 
everyone they could about 
the Savior’s birth. Luke 2:18 
says, “All who heard it were 
amazed.” The shepherds 
could have chosen to stay 
there in Jesus’ presence, 

but instead they chose to share in a way that showed 
an uncontainable joy. When we experience something 
wonderful in our lives, our first instinct is to pick up a phone 
and call our friends and family. When was the last time you 
felt that same desire to share the gospel? This Christmas 
season my hope is that you feel led to share the news of 
Jesus as the shepherds did. From the people you encounter 
while out shopping to the neighbors on your block, don’t be 
afraid to step out in faith and proclaim Jesus is the Messiah. 
Let others see your Christmas joy comes from Him. 
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by Serena Maerkl, Children’s Director

Call to Action
“GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN”
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by Karissa Mead, Worship Ministry Director

The first year I lived in Florida, I was about eight years old. 
We made the move in January of 2004, so by the time 
we got to the holiday season, we were still kind of new 

to the area. I remember distinctly when we got to Halloween, 
we were really looking forward to trick-or-treating. We lived 
down in the Hanes City/Lake Wales area, so we had already 
purchased some season passes to Cypress Gardens (which 
is now Legoland). Cypress Gardens had this Halloween 
extravaganza planned, so instead of going trick-or-treating 
in our creepy underdeveloped neighborhood, we went there. 
All the while we were thinking we’d get buckets and buckets 
of candy. By the end of the night, my brother, sisters and 
I were left with about five pieces each. Another year, my 
parents couldn’t afford a big Christmas like we expected, so 
Christmas morning there were only a few presents under the 
tree at my grandparents’ house.
 When we get to the holidays, we come to expect certain 
things. We expect time with family. We expect gifts, food, 
laughter, games, goofy traditions, etc. Every family is 
different, but the expectation is the same – we’re going to do 
this holiday just like we did it last year! However, I don’t think 
I need to tell you this year, everything is different. Halloween 
didn’t look the same this year. Neither did Thanksgiving, 
and neither will Christmas. This year is already full of so 
much heartache – some COVID-related, some not, but 
you better believe my expectations and your expectations 
for this year will be shattered. Sadly, fear is going to be the 
primary drive for many people this year, and as a natural 
result of everything going on, many of us won’t receive the 
blessing of spending time with family who have traveled to 
see us. We won’t get as many gifts, and we won’t share 
food in the same way. There is already so much heartache 
in anticipation of a holiday which is supposed to be joyful! 
Yet when I stop to think about it, when Jesus came into this 
world, He was surrounded by heartache and expectations 
things would be different. I’m sure Mary never thought she 
would be accused of sinning against her husband. I’m sure 
Joseph never expected to be responsible for a pregnant 
fiancée. However, the Lord had a plan for it the whole time.
 When my parents realized our Halloween plans had failed, 
they went out the next morning when all the candy was on 

sale and brought twice as much candy home as they would 
have bought for a normal Halloween. They then had us 
dress up and do Halloween inside the house – they secretly 
hopped from room to room, and we had to figure out which 
room they were in to get our candy. It was intimate, fun, and 
one of my favorite Halloweens. In the same way, when my 
parents couldn’t afford Christmas gifts, I remember being 
disappointed, but the gift I received that year is one I’ve kept 
the longest – a framed, handwritten letter from my mom and 
dad detailing all the things I’d accomplished that year and 
how proud they were of each of us for the obstacles we had 
overcome. I still have that letter in its original frame to this 
day. In each of these circumstances, culture would tell us 
we deserve better, but in each of these circumstances, the 
Lord says, “Don’t miss the point – I have something better 
for you!”

...the Lord says, “Don’t miss  
the point – I have something 

better for you!”
 Israel had been expecting a Messiah who would deliver 
them in a military way. Little did they know, Jesus would come 
to promote peace. His message was not one that said, “Let’s 
overthrow Rome!” but rather one of loving your neighbor as 
yourself and turning the other cheek to your enemies. What 
a letdown of expectations on their part! However, we know 
in hindsight, the letdown of their expectations was ultimately 
the fulfillment of the promise God made to them: they would 
get a Messiah who would save not just them, but all people. 
Culture’s way would have been to say, “He’s not the Messiah, 
we deserve better.” God’s way is to say, “He’s not what you 
thought, but I have something better for you.” 
 My favorite line of “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” is 
in verse one: “From our fears and sins release us, let us find 
our rest in thee.” This is my prayer for you: that you would find 
rest from all the failed plans and the undelivered promises, 
find freedom from false expectations, hold on to the truth 
that Jesus is more powerful than man, and remember that 
the eternal is more significant than the temporary.

Come Thou Long Expected… 
Expectations?
“COME THOU LONG EXPECTED JESUS”
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Mission Mission 
SpotlightSpotlight

F or a lmost  th i r t y - f i ve  years ,  
Billy & Bette Loft have been planting 
churches all throughout Central and 

South America and the Caribbean. In fact, 
more than 200 churches throughout this 
region have their roots in the work of Latin 
American Ministries. Most recently, they 
have concentrated their efforts in Nicaragua 
and Paraguay, having been quarantined 
there while outbound flights were limited 
during the COVID-19 crisis.  
 The focus of their work has always been 
church planting and evangelism, with an 
emphasis on those churches being proactive 
in sending out their own disciples to be 
Kingdomworkers at other locations. 
 Recently, the work has focused on helping 
those impacted by the numerous tropical 
storms and hurricanes that pummeled Central 
America this year. Several communities with 
churches connected to LAM were greatly 
impacted by the storms earlier this month. 
Church members’ homes and even a few 
of the churches themselves, lost roofs to 
their houses and were damaged by severe 
flooding. LAM uses their resources, both 
financial and physical, to assist these 
churches in helping their communities 
recover from these tragedies. Please be in 
prayer for LAM and their leaders/founders, 
Billy and Bette Loft. The Lofts will be joining 
us at our Faith Promise Missions Conference 
this year on January 31.

Latin American 
Ministries  

It’s hard to believe, but our annual Faith Promise Missions  
Conference is just around the corner. We wanted to give you the 
heads up on what you can look forward to during this event.

 Remember, there are a few changes to the schedule we all should 
be aware of:

Sunday, January 24 – Guest Speakers: Kane Miller (CCF 
FSU) and Jeff Green (IDES); International Dinner immediately 
following the 10:30 worship service
Wednesday, January 27 – Guest Speakers: Vivek Lall (MICM)/
Adults; Danny Slater (NFCC)/ Children
Saturday, January 30 – Lifeline Meal Packing Event @ 9:00am 
(pre-registration required)
Sunday, January 31 – Guest Speakers: Billy & Bette Loft 
(LAM) & Jessica Lup (AIM); Faith Promise commitments made

 Please begin praying now for this weekend and for our faith to be 
tested, so we may accomplish WHATEVER the Lord calls us to do.
 Special Note: We will also have three more of our Kingdom  
partners with us during the month of January. Anthony & Elizabeth 
Smith (PBT) will be with us on Sunday, January 3, Earl Haubner 
(CBM) on Sunday, January 10 and Darren Key (CFR) on Sunday, 
January 17. It’s going to be a mission filled month you don’t want to 
miss!

Faith Promise 
missions 

Conference 2021
“Whatever” 

January 24-31

Every Sunday @ 10:30am   
Worship (FB LIVE) 

Every Thursday @ 7:00pm   
Prayer Gathering (FB LIVE)

Scan the QR code to 
check in on Sunday 
mornings – get the 
bulletin, prayer list, online 
giving and connection 
card all in one place!

Holiday ECC Holiday ECC 
Office HoursOffice Hours

Christmas Eve Christmas Eve 
office closes at noonoffice closes at noon

Christmas Christmas 
office closedoffice closed

December 28-31 December 28-31 
office hours  office hours  

9:00am-3:00pm 9:00am-3:00pm 
New Year’s Day New Year’s Day 

office closedoffice closed

Holiday ECC 
Office Hours

Christmas Eve 
office closes at noon

Christmas 
office closed

December 28-31 
office hours  

9:00am-3:00pm 
New Year’s Day 

office closed
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All high schoolers 
are invited to attend 

the first ever High 
School Winter 

Retreat at NFCSC. 
We will be looking at 
the life of Hosea and 

our Heart Issues. 
Cost is only $100 for 

the weekend. Don’t 
miss it! 

Late Registration - 
$110 – Sign up after 

December 6th 

During the month of December, we’ll 
examine the nativity story and how we 
should view our priorities during the Christmas season. The 
lessons of Christmas are important for us to follow all year long!

Dec 6 – Prioritizing Others/ The Wise Men
Dec 13 – Adjusting Our Priorities/ Joseph
Dec 20 – Rethinking Our Time/ Simeon & Anna
Dec 27 – The Virtues of Christmas/ Joy to the World

FAMILY SUNDAY
Family Sunday will be on 

December 6. Typically it is 
observed on the fifth Sunday 

of the month, but this time we have 
changed the date so our e-city kids 
can lead worship during the 10:30 
service. Our pre-k and elementary 
children will be sharing some of the 
worships songs they have been 
singing in class. They have been 
practicing for weeks, and cannot wait 
to sing with you! Pre-k children will 
return to class when they are finished, 
and those in grades K-5 will join their 
families for the service. 

ENGLEWOOD

cityecitye

On December 6, immediately following the worship service, 
our K-5th graders will be meeting in Room 301 for lunch and 
to complete a “top secret gift” for our homebound church 
members. This event is free, but we do ask that you register 
on our app or website, so we have an accurate count 
for lunch. We would also like to thank those of you who 
donated clothespins! They are greatly appreciated and a 
huge help in completing our project. Children can be picked 
up at 2:00 p.m.

CHRISTMAS CARD FUND
Each year, ECC has a Christmas Card fund with  
the purpose of celebrating the holiday season  
with our church family as well as raising funds for a  
project for our physical campus. This year, our goal is  
to set aside funds to go towards an upgrade of the lobby  

area outside the worship center.  Here’s how you can help: 
Instead of sending out Christmas cards to everyone you know 

from ECC, you can send one to the office or submit one 
digitally (see the e-newsletter or app). The money  

you saved by not buying as many cards or postage  
is then contributed to this Christmas card fund by  

including a check with your card you mail in or  
making an online donation through the Christmas  

Card Fund Event on the app and website.

   

Games, gifts and food is what’s in store this year. Come hang out 
at the Colvin House on Saturday, December 12 at 6:00pm, and 
bring a gift for our White Elephant Gift Exchange, as well as $5 
for food. 

YOUTH
(MS/HS) 

D E C E M B E R  S E R M O N  S E R I E S



Worship 
Lifestyle

Consistent 
Discipleship

Sacrificial 
Stewardship

Local 
Service

Global 
Support

Personal 
Evangelism
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Englewood Christian  
Church Reading Plan –  
Spring 2021
Book: Immerse: Beginnings
Pre-order Launch Date: Sunday,  
December 6 (online only)
Cost for printed book: $10
Sign up and let us know how you are 

I M M E R S E

Immerse: Messiah 
DECEMBER SCHEDULE
WEEK 15 (11/29)
Day 71 pp. 424-430
Day 72 pp. 430-437
Day 73 pp. 439-446
Day 74 pp. 447-452
Day 75 pp. 453-459
WEEK 16 (12/6)
Day 76 pp. 460-464
Day 77 pp. 464-467
Day 78 pp. 467-473
Day 79 pp. 473-478
Day 80 pp. 478-482
Day 70 pp. 418-423

E C C  V i s i o nE C C  V i s i o n

participating:
1) Purchase book through  
 ECC pre-order (use QR  
 code below)
2) Purchase book on your own 
3) Purchase online e-reader  
 version on your own
4) Listen to the audio versions  
 online
Deadline to order books through 
ECC: Sunday, January 3 
Approximate distribution date: 
January 17/24, depending upon 
shipping
Spring reading plan begins 
Sunday, January 31
Immerse Groups begin week 
of Sunday, February 7 and end 
week of 
Sunday, 
May 23 With current circumstances as they are in our society and keeping health 

concerns and safety at the forefront, we have added a few extra steps of 
caution to our Christmas Eve services. Please help us encourage others 

to cooperate and show the spirit of unity as we all work together and anticipate a 
wonderful celebration of Christmas together.
 1. Service times for Christmas Eve will be at 6:00pm and 7:30pm. Child care  
  for children under the age of 2 years old will be provided for the 6:00pm  
  service only.
 2. Due to seating limitations and social distancing arrangements, we can only  
  seat 125 people per service (Note: This may require groups to sit with only  
  one seat between them).
 3. Due to limited space, we are requiring assigned seating and a ticket for  
  admission to each service. Tickets will be free and seat assignments will be  
  on a first come, first serve basis. We will place one empty seat between  
  groups upon request.
 4. Tickets will be available beginning on Sunday, December 6 immediately  
  following the morning worship service. You can pick them up in the lobby.
 We know this is completely different from years past, but let’s be honest, this 
has been a completely different year for all of us. There is no limit on tickets, but we 
ask that you only take what you need, and if you do not need all of the tickets you 
initially requested, please return them to the ECC office as soon as possible.  
 Watch for more details about our Christmas Eve services in future e-newsletters, 
texts, on our social media pages and weekly announcements. Merry Christmas!

Christmas  
Eve Services

Building Usage updates
 The ECC Leadership team has some updates and changes to our 
building usage policies and procedures You can find the full list of changes 
on our website or Facebook page, but here are the highlights:
 1. New seating arrangements: We have removed several rows and 
spaced out the remaining ones to create wide aisles with plenty of room for 
people to get by. This will allow for more “middle of the  row” seating to occur.  
There is still plenty of room with up to 140 seats available each service while 
still maintaining proper social distancing.
 2. Room usage limitations – We have lifted the limit of one use per 
day per room and are now allowing groups to use rooms on the same day, 
but with a higher expectation of self-policing regarding both pre-cleaning and 
post-cleaning of any areas used.
 3. Room quantity limits increased – Several of our larger rooms 
have increased their quantity limit to allow for more people to make use of 
the room at the same time.  
 All of these decisions are based on a consistent adherence to previous 
guidelines. Please respect these guidelines and follow all suggestions, 
adhering to all social distance guidelines possible, so we can continue 
to increase our building usage while also providing a safe and clean 
environment.
 Thanks for your help in making this happen.
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CWF Thanksgiving 
Dinner Meeting

trunk-or-treat

YOUTH 
THANKSGIVING 

DINNER

Over 130 families from 
our community enjoyed 
our drive-thru trunk-
or-treat! Thanks to all 
who helped by donating 
candy, decorating cars 
and passing out candy!

Alex destroys 
a turkey leg, 
while Nathan 
tries to figure 
out if he can 
eat like that 
too

Fun, food and fellowship preceeded 
our special guest speaker, Nancy 
Kelley, from First Coast Women’s 
Services. Karen Lee introduced our 
2nd quarter mission: MACU.

ENGLEWOOD

cityecitye

Thanks to Mike Butler, Henry Pratt,  
Jonathan Duffer, Chris Mead for  

redesigning the Audio/Visual booth!

Merry Christmas! Get in the holiday spirit as we bring back our Third  
Annual Christmas Lip Sync Battle on Wednesday, December 16th, starting at 
7:00pm. Make plans to either perform or attend this year’s fun and exciting event. 

    All ages are welcome to perform. Each person may only perform in one act. Sign up 
now using the QR code. Contact Josh Colvin for further details. 

Princess Madison 
enjoying her 

cookie for dessert
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