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 If you would like 
to submit articles, 
events or activities 
for consideration 
for the next issue 
of The Echoes, the 
deadline is Friday, 
December 13. 

 The deadline for 
submitting information 

for the weekly e-newsletter  
is each Wednesday at  
5:00 pm. 

Please email all submissions 
to angelah@eccjax.com with any 
coordinating artwork or graphics.   

DEADLINES

ChurCh OffiCe hOurs
Monday-Friday 

8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

sunday sChedule
Teen Bible Bowl 

8:00 a.m. • Room 314
Sunday School 

9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 

10:15 a.m.

Wednesday sChedule
Dinner 

6:00 p.m.
Adult Bible Studies 

7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Night Youth Group (MS/HS) 

7:00 p.m.
E-City Kids (2 years – 5th grade) 

7:00 p.m.

Child care is provided  
during all services.

Connect with Us Online!
www.eccjax.com

www.facebook.com/eccjax/

Weekly ChOir sChedules
All choirs meet in room 314

Adult Worship Choir 
Sundays at 11:30 a.m.

Vocal Explosion 
Sundays at 2:00 p.m.
Jesus’ Worship Kids 

Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m.
Wee Praise 

Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.  
*drop-off and pick-up at room 303*

The Christmas season is a season 
full of promise – promises of 
redemption, promises of peace, 

promises of deliverance and so much 
more.  This month all of our article 
contributions will focus on the theme of 
God’s promises. Hope you enjoy these 
words of encouragement and can live in 
the hope of the faithfulness of God and 
His promises. On behalf of the entire 
ECC ministry staff, we hope you have 
the most wonderful Christmas season 
celebrating the ultimate promise of God 
given to us on that first Christmas night. 2

ECC
E-News



A 
few years back, the Jacksonville Jaguars had just 
defeated the Pittsburg Steelers in the divisional round 
of the NFL playoffs. The Jags were next preparing to 

face the feared multi Super Bowl winning New England 
Patriots. Jalen Ramsey, then rookie cornerback for the 
Jaguars, made a public promise to all the Jags fans about 
the team’s intentions to not only get to the Super Bowl, but 
to win it and bring the trophy back to the First Coast.  Fast 
forward two years...the Jags did NOT win the Super Bowl; 
in reality, they did not even make it to the Super Bowl, 
losing to those dreaded Patriots that same week. Jalen 
Ramsey was not able to follow through with his promise. 
In fact, Jalen Ramsey is not even a member of the Jags 
team anymore – he was traded earlier this year because of 
a damaged relationship between him and team leadership. 
(Note:  If you ask me, this town is only big enough for one 
RAMSEY, so good riddance!!)

 Promises – easy to say, sometimes hard to follow 
through with and fulfill. Many athletes have uttered such 
phrases and learned to experience the outcome of failing to 
keep those promises. Even parents have fallen prey to the 
dreaded “I promise.” How many times have parents made 
promises to children, especially at Christmas time, only to 
realize the “promised” toy is the hottest toy of the season 
flying off the shelves at the speed of light? How many late 
night trips to Wal-Mart have you made hoping to find the 
aforementioned “promised” toy getting unloaded off the 
supply truck and presently being placed on the shelves? 
Anyone ever get caught breaking a promise because 
Amazon or the Post Office didn’t come through with their 
“guaranteed” delivery date? Anyone ever “promise” to get 
some chores or tasks or a “honey-do” list complete before 
a certain amount of time only to be derailed by some 
unplanned distraction or intentional delay (i.e., football 
game)? Like I said, promises – easy to say, sometimes 
hard to follow through with.

 Fortunately, our Heavenly Father is much better 
at keeping promises than we are. In fact, He has an 
unblemished record when it comes to promises made 
compared to promises fulfilled. The Old Testament is full 

of promises made by God to many 
of the patriarchs and pillars of the 
faith – promises of inheritance to 
Abraham, promises of deliverance to Moses and Israel, 
promises of victory to Joshua, promises of an everlasting 
Kingdom to David and even way back in the Garden with 
promises of victory over the serpent.  

 God has certainly made His fair share of promises, but 
at this particular time of year – Christmas – the promises 
all center on the arrival of the promised One, the Messiah. 
Some of these promises were made and fulfilled very 
quickly. In Luke 2, we see the promise made by the angel to 
Mary that she would conceive and give birth to a Son, and 
shortly thereafter, it came to pass. Other promises were 
made several centuries earlier, offering hope to Israel, but 
also testing their patience in waiting for God’s promise to 
be fulfilled. In Isaiah 7:14 we are told God promises the 
“virgin will give birth to a son and will call him Immanuel,” 
which means “God with us.”  

 The arrival of Jesus, in the flesh and on earth, is most 
certainly the fulfillment of “God with us,” but that promise 
took a little bit of patience on the part all those generations 
who read those words previously. Even though it took many 
generations to see firsthand the fulfillment of this promise, 
it was worth the wait. The arrival of the “Promised One” 
was the fulfillment of promises made by God over and 
over again. The Old Testament is full of this “future King 
and Kingdom” all throughout its pages, and for someone 
who is living in the age of the Kingdom and the fulfillment 
of that King, it was well worth the wait!

 Promises – easy to hear, sometimes hard to be patient 
enough to wait for them to be fulfilled. As we approach the 
Christmas season, may we be reminded of the patience 
found in waiting on the promises of God. May we all 
remember to rejoice at the arrival of the long awaited 
Messiah. May we continuously mediate on the joy we can 
experience at the fulfillment of God’s promises with the 
birth of His Son, Jesus Christ. Merry Christmas and may 
God’s blessings of peace and salvation be on you and your 
family this holiday season.
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by Pete Ramsey, Senior Minister
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Patience in the Promise – Waiting 
on God’s Timing and Not Our Own….
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My Word is My Bond? 
by Josh Colvin, Student Minister

“A gentleman’s agreement. Huzzah!” Good. Now 
that I have your attention, this saying is from one of my 
favorite TV shows. In this scene two guys make a “Slap 

Bet,” and when they finalize the agreement, they shake hands, 
the moderator puts his/her hands on the participants shaking 
hands, and they all yell out this line: “A gentleman’s agreement. 
Huzzah!”
 A g r eemen t s , 
p r o m i s e s  a n d 
covenants are all 
part of life. This 
was just one way to 
make an agreement 
or promise. Who 
knows i f  this 
is st i l l  a  thing. 
Back in biblical 
days, promises, 
agreements and 
covenants were made differently. In Genesis, Abraham made a 
covenant with his senior servant by having the senior servant 
put his hand under his thigh. Could you imagine if deals, 
agreements, promises and covenants were made this way today? 
That would probably be the most awkward and uncomfortable 
agreement in the world. Not to mention it would probably be a 
lawsuit waiting to happen. 
 Covenants, agreements and promises have been occurring 
forever. Much has changed since Biblical times. Not that 
long ago, promises were made with just a simple handshake. 
Nowadays, you need a lot more than just a simple handshake 
to make agreements binding. Today, it’s all about contracts, 
signatures, the I’s dotted and the T’s crossed. Personally, for me 
signing a contract makes me feel like I am signing my life away. 
To purchase a vehicle, I had to sign and initial about 25 different 
pages all to say I am going to pay back the money the bank 
loaned me. 

 “My word is my bond.” Not anymore. In today’s day and age, 
words alone do not necessarily mean anything. A lot of people 
don’t follow what Jesus said when He was preaching the Sermon 
on the Mount where he says in Matthew 5:37, “Let what you 
say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this comes from 
evil.” People have been burned so much by others not keeping 

a promise, now we 
have to make law 
binding contracts. 
   The great thing 
about God and His 
promises is we 
don’t have to sign 
or initial a bunch 
o f  documents . 
He gave us His 
promise without 
d e m a n d i n g 
anything in return. 

His word is most definitely His bond. We can believe what God 
says about us and who we are in Him because He has never lied 
to us, and He promises to never lie to us. 
 The best promise God has ever and will ever give us is the 
promise of eternal life. We know John 3:16: “For God so loved 
the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” This is 
His promise to us. God sent Jesus to die for us so we would not 
have to. He died so if we believe in Him and put Him first in our 
lives, then we will have the promise of eternal life. He did this 
without signing a contract or shaking hands. He did this all with 
His words. 
 Let your yes be yes and your no be no. God made His 
promise to us, and He is our example. When we enter into a 
covenant with Him, He promises us eternal life. On the flip side 
we promise to follow Him for the remainder of our lives. Say yes 
to Jesus and keep your yes a yes. 
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Remembering God’s Promises
by Karissa Hardin, Worship Ministry Director

“I  
raise a hallelujah
In the presence of my enemies
I raise a hallelujah
Louder than the unbelief”

 These are the first four lines of “Raise a Hallelujah.” This is one 
of my favorite worship songs right now for several reasons. First, 
it’s an example of a “personal” worship song – a song which 
demonstrates to God your surrender to His will, regardless of 
your personal circumstances. Second, it’s a relatable song – 
while it was written with a specific story in mind, the feelings of 
pain and struggle resonate with most of us in one way or another.

 The song was produced by Bethel Music, whose CEO is Joel 
Taylor. In a tragic sequence of events, Joel Taylor and his wife 
Janie had to rush their son and daughter to the emergency room 
for a life-threatening case of E. coli. Their son, Jaxon, had such 
a severe case of the virus his organs and kidneys were shutting 
down. In an interview about the song, Taylor explained in a severe 
moment of doubt and uncertainty, he didn’t believe his son would 
recover. As a result of this extreme unbelief that God would act, 
instead of giving in to despair, he wrote the following words:

“I  
raise a hallelujah
My weapon is a melody
I raise a hallelujah
Heaven comes to fight for me”

 While these are lyrics of a very personal style of worship, we 
see in scripture the same level of personal despair when David 
questions the future actions of the Lord. In Psalm 77:1, he says, 
“I cried out to God for help; I cried out to God to hear me. When I 
was in distress, I sought the Lord; at night I stretched out untiring 
hands, and I would not be comforted.” In 77:8, he says, “Has his 
unfailing love vanished forever? Has his promise failed for all 
time?”

 In the entire first half of the psalm (v. 1-9), David records his 
feelings of uncertainty, as the words of a song. If the song ended 
right there, it wouldn’t paint a very good picture of God, would 
it? But I think that’s often where we stop with these feelings. 
Whatever your personal struggle is – and we all have one or two 
(or several, for that matter!) – do you catch yourself stopping 
at despair and forgetting the promise you recognized when 
you accepted Jesus into your life? If you do, take a look at the 
second half of Psalm 77. Verse 10, “To this I will appeal: the 
years when the Most High stretched out his right hand. I will 
remember the deeds of the Lord.” When I was reading this 
through, I realized two things about this psalm. First, even David 
struggled with how he thought God was going to act in his life. 
Even David was “too troubled to speak,” just like many of us 
are in troubling situations. But he didn’t stay there! Immediately, 
he meditated, and answered his unbelief with remembrance. In 
verse 12 he says again to the Lord, “I will consider all your works 
and meditate on all your mighty deeds.” Which brings 
me to the second thing I realized about Psalm 77: When we are 
unable to be comforted, and when we are too troubled to speak, 
it’s important to remember the ways that God has already worked 
in our lives, to give us hope and assurance that he will work, both 
now and later. Romans 12:12 says, “Be joyful in hope, patient 
in affliction, faithful in prayer.” Our hope is in our salvation, our 
ability through Jesus’ sacrifice to now be in relationship with 
God, and in our future of eternity with Him.

 I’d like to encourage you this time around with one hope 
for you: in your personal worship this week, take a moment to 
surrender any unbelief about how God is going to work in your 
life, and after doing so, remember how He’s acted already, and 
trust that He’s going to take care of you!

“I  
’m gonna sing in the middle of the storm
Louder and louder, you’re gonna hear  
      my praises roar
Up from the ashes, hope will arise
Death is defeated, the King is alive”



There are many ways to go about honoring someone. 
You can throw them a party, you can send them a 
gift or you can recognize their accomplishments 

with an award. The list goes on and on. During the month 
of November, our K-5th graders learned about what it 
means to honor others. Each of the lessons gave a different 
perspective on honor. The story of David and Goliath 
touched on honoring others by giving them a chance. Then 
we learned how to show honor by putting others first, using 
the example of David and Jonathan’s friendship. Week three 
showed me a very different way to honor others – how we 
show honor by keeping our promises, using the story 
of David and Mephibosheth. I can honestly say it wasn’t 
something I had thought of in the context of honor before. 
We all know keeping a promise is a testament to our own 
character, but it usually ends at that. 

 So how can we show honor by keeping our promises?  
When I asked our class about what a promise was, I was given 
a lot of great answers. One of the most accurate was, “giving 
your word to another person that you will do something.”  
It’s as simple as that. Saying you’ll do something is making 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
a promise. That’s the easy part. We promise people things 
all the time, even if we don’t specifically say it’s a promise. 
“I’ll send that e-mail by tomorrow” or “We’ll go to the park 
this weekend” just roll right off the tongue. The hard part 
comes when we try to keep those promises. Sometimes we 
break them carelessly because we’ve forgotten, or we didn’t 
prioritize it. Other times we break the promise because life 

just happens (like a neighbor cuts through our lines or a 
freak storm hits before we leave the house). Why we broke 
the promise doesn’t always matter; what matters is that 
we’re not hurting ourselves when this happens. We end up 
hurting a relationship. By not keeping a promise, we are 
showing the other person we don’t value them. Something 
else was more important than the promise we made.

 A large part of my day as a parent consists of teaching 
my kids their words matter. What they say and how they 
say it makes a difference. It affects how others perceive 
them, it determines the outcome in various situations, and 
it most definitely changes their relationships with those 
around them. While no one is there forcing you to keep 
your promises, those words you say are important. 

 David didn’t have to keep his promise to Jonathan. It 
wasn’t like he was around anymore to call him out on it, but 
he did it anyway. He searched for members of his household 
who might still be alive, and he found Mephibosheth. He 
showed honor to Jonathan’s family by keeping a promise 
he had made years before. Mephibosheth couldn’t believe 
David was actually going to help him. He thought he was 
nothing more than a “dead dog” to David. By keeping 
that promise, David did way more than help Jonathan’s 
descendants; he raised them up in status.

 In a world full of distractions, we need more of this type 
of behavior in our daily lives. A promise is too easily given, 
but also entirely too easy to break. So before you make an 
offhand promise to someone, stop and think about what it 
means to the other person. Show them honor by making 
your word mean something. Let them know they’re important 
enough and valuable enough to be a part of your follow 
through. Romans 12:10 says, “Be devoted to one another 
in love. Honor one another above yourselves.” Think about 
the people in your life that might have a dangling promise 
or two out there which you can take care of. Show them love 
this week by completing them.

6THE ECHOES DECEMBER 2019  ENGLEWOOD CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

by Serena Maerkl, Children’s Director

Honor by Keeping 
Our Promises

How can we show honor 
by keeping our promises? 

Giving your word to 
another person that you 

will do something. 



As a young girl, I remember having sleepovers, staying up 
late, sharing deep soul-wrenching secrets with my besties 
and making promises never-ever to share the secrets with 

anyone else. The promises were sometimes even sealed with a 
little rhyme, which it is almost too embarrassing to share; however, 
we are all friends here. It goes like this: “Cross my heart, hope to 
die, stick a needle in my eye!” YES! If anyone were to break the 
promise, this was the somewhat barbaric punishment for the act. 

 We never dared to break our promises to one another; after all, 
our friendship was based on the understanding we could share the 
truth with each other and trust those truths would never escape. 
 Some research suggests adults make over 35,000 conscious 
decisions every single day.  Whether this number is inflated or 
not, we can agree that among those decisions are decisions on 
whom we can and can’t trust.  Many times we must put our trust in 
complete strangers, like when we are at a 4-way stop. We have to 
trust the people on the other side of the street remember the laws 
they agreed to obey when they received their driver’s license. 
 Sometimes we put our trust in more meaningless things like 
hair products. Check out the following promises that you may 
have believed. 

“Soaping Dulls hair, Halo glorifies it!”- Halo
“A Shampoo so rich you only need to lather once!” 

- Lustre- Crème Shampoo
“Make your hair come alive with Wella Balsam.” 

- Wella Balsam
 You, like me, may have fallen prey to the promise of glorious, 
more vibrant hair and have ended up, like me, with several different 
bottles of shampoo and other hair products with nothing more 
than empty promises and dead ends to show for it.

 Sadly, if you have lived on this earth for any length of time, 
you have most likely fallen victim to someone’s empty or broken 
promise. 
 The ladies on the cover of the shampoo ad give hope to all 
women that they can have better hair, just by using their products. 
Mattress companies sell a “better night sleep, or your money 
back;” newlyweds vow to stay faithful until death parts them. The 
truth is, people fail; people let us down. Sometimes our let down 
comes as a bad hair day, and other times the broken promise ends 
up landing us into deep emotional, spiritual, or physical hurt.  
 The Bible speaks a lot about promises; one of the verses I like 
is Ephesians 4:25: “Therefore, laying aside falsehood, SPEAK 
TRUTH EACH ONE of you WITH HIS NEIGHBOR, for we are 
members of one another.”
 We are to speak the truth. When we make a promise, we are to 
keep it! Plain and simple. However, sometimes it doesn’t seem that 
plain and simple, does it? We are all human. We fail. We fall short 
more times than we care to admit. Maybe this is why there are so 
many verses in the Bible dedicated to our words and our promises.  
God knew we would fail. 
 We can rejoice knowing that although Jesus was fully God and 
fully man; He never once broke a promise. He never once caused 
us pain because of His shortcomings- because He didn’t have 
any! He kept His word from the very beginning of time. One of the 
first promises He made is in Genesis 3:15, “And I will put enmity 
between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”  
 God can be trusted. He cannot lie, as it says in Hebrews 6:18, 
“...it is impossible for God to lie....” He cannot break His promises. 
Although we live in a world where breaking promises seems so 
commonplace, we can trust that God sending Jesus at Christmas 
time was His way of showing us He can be trusted for all eternity. 
 May we always try to be people who are truthful and trustworthy 
in the little and big things. 
 May we continue to look to Jesus as an example of God’s 
faithfulness and promise for us, even though we don’t deserve 
Him. 
 May this Christmas, we seek forgiveness from those whom we 
have hurt in the past and cling to the hope of Jesus and God’s 
never-ending promises. 

7ENGLEWOOD CHRISTIAN CHURCH THE ECHOES DECEMBER 2019

Broken Pinky Promises and 
the Hope of Christmas 
Brittany Kellar, Community & Connections Director
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E C C  V i s i o n

All these questions and more will be answered at our 
new monthly CONNECT class. This class is geared 
for visitors, new members and anyone with questions 

about our church, our faith and our practices – but anyone 
is welcome to attend. Please contact the church office via 
email or phone, or sign up on the connection card any 
Sunday you are here and we’ll add you to the list.  For  
December, we’ll be meeting on Sunday, December 8 at 
9:00am in room 106. Breakfast provided! 

Want to find out more about Englewood Christian Church? 
Do you want to know more about what we believe and 
practice as a New Testament Church? Want to know more 
about membership and partnership with us in our pursuit 
to “Honor ONE God, Grow ONE Faith and Serve 
ONE World?”  Do you want to find out how to begin a life 
changing relationship with Jesus Christ while being a part 
of an amazing, loving faith community?  
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SERMON SERIES
    I QUIT!!  Have you ever wanted to just scream that from the top 
of your lungs? Usually, it’s in a moment of frustration or when you 
feel overwhelmed and you feel as if you just can’t take it anymore. 
It often comes when we are seemingly at our weakest and just can’t 
go on. Feelings of defeat, surrender and failure usually accompany 
this phrase. These feelings are often used by Satan to move us in 
the opposite direction of God and further from the hope we have in 
Christ. What if we were to “flip the tables” on Satan and use this 
phrase against him? What if we were to recognize the tactics of our 
enemy and stand in front of him and say, “I quit! I quit allowing 
you to use this tactic anymore against me!” Let’s stand together 
in unison and let Satan know we quit giving him permission to 
interfere in our lives.  We’ll spend several weeks in November 
examining some of the most common things we could “quit” which 
would lead to our faith being even stronger.

Nov 3 - …worrying
Nov 10 - …comparing
Nov 17 - …living in fear
Nov 24 - …complaining

N E W  S E R M O N  S E R I E S
12/01/19 GOD WILL RESIDE WITH US

12/08/19 GOD WILL REIGN OVER US

12/15/19 GOD WILL RESCUE US

12/22/19 GOD WILL REVEAL TO US

12/29/19 Guest Speaker – Anthony Smith



   On Sunday, December 29, Anthony 
Smith will be our guest speaker for the 
morning worship service. Anthony and 
his wife, Elizabeth, are transitioning from their 

current careers into mission work with Pioneer Bible Translators. 
Anthony has been in full time ministry for many years and is 
currently finishing up his time at First Church of Christ in Atlantic, 
Iowa. He has always had a passion for the Biblical languages and 
knows his knowledge and desire to use those gifts will be beneficial 
to the Kingdom. With Pioneer Bible Translators, Anthony and 
Elizabeth will be preparing to immerse themselves into a culture 
(TBD) to learn their spoken language, help develop a written 
language and finally take the Word of God and translate it into that 
new written language.  The ultimate goal is to introduce the Word 
of God to a new people group for the first time. How exciting to 
be a part of the process of initiating God’s message of hope and 
love for all mankind to an unreached people group.  Right now, 
Anthony is in school to finish up his academic requirements while 
the family prepares to move to Dallas and work at the headquarters 
of PBT in preparation for their field assignment. Please be in 
prayer for Anthony, Elizabeth and their entire family as they take 
this tremendous leap of faith together. You can find out more and 
keep up with the Smiths on Facebook at “Smith Family Translates.”
(Note: Anthony was a student from Pete Ramsey’s youth ministry from 
his time at Central Christian Church in Ocala in the late 1990s.) 
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Mission 
Spotlight

Fellowship Hall 
Renovation  
Project Complete
With only a few small items left on the project, the majority of the 

improvements and changes to the Fellowship Hall and Kitchen 
are now complete. Please be sure to walk through and see the 

great improvements made to these two key areas of our church facilities. 
A big thank you goes out to everyone who helped in a variety of ways, 
including our project leader, Henry Pratt, who sacrificed countless 
hours (and trips to Lowe’s) all throughout this ongoing project.  Below 
is a list of many of the volunteers who helped with this project: 
Volunteer Labor: Gene Worth, David Arnot, George Kemp, Rick Pate, 
Chris Kellar, Roy Sanderford, David Harper, Carey Picton, Keith Vincent 
(and employees), Moe Bacon, Charles Mosley, Chris Hammock, 
Nathan Hammock, Sally Pratt
Design Committee: Tom Duke, Vangie Solomon, Henry Pratt
Sacrifice and Disruption: Jennifer Hammock, TLC, Beth Edenfield 
and the Day Circle, Ernest Barnes and Ambassadors SS Class, the 
Arnolds and the Prime Timers
Contractors: Drywall Ceilings and More (Mike Ashe), Native Flooring, 
Darley’s Plumbing, D&D garage doors
 Sally Pratt, thanks for letting us borrow your husband. You can 
have him back now!

Anthony Smith 
Pioneer Bible  
Translators

Matthew 17:20 “Truly I tell you, if you have faith 
as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this 
mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will 
move. Nothing will be impossible for you.”

Kickoff – January 19  
Guest Speaker: Michael Haubner, Central Brazil Mission

Conference January 24-26
Guest Speakers: 
John Bliffen, Team Expansion & Mid-South Christian College
Jerry Callens, Christian Family Services, Gainesville, FL

2020 Faith Promise 
Conference

AFTER

BEFORE
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Each year at ECC, we take the opportunity to wish 
a Merry Christmas to our church family while also 
contributing to a special project fund. In years past, 
funds have gone towards the Fellowship Hall project, 
playground equipment and more. This year we 
will begin setting aside funds for our “Restroom 
Renovation Fund” which will include a plan for 
bathroom improvements behind both our Fellowship 
Hall and our Warehouse areas. As with our previous 
Fellowship Hall project, this may be a few years 
away, but we want to start planning now and 
preparing for the improvement for the future. Here is 
how it works: Instead of sending Christmas cards to 
all those you know and love within your ECC family, 
you are encouraged to send simply one card to the 
church and we will post it on the bulletin board in 
the main lobby. When you send in that card, we ask 
that you make a contribution to this special fund. A 
suggested amount is what you would have spent on 
all those individual cards and the postage required for 
them, but you are welcome to give any amount you 
wish to contribute. Cards will be posted through the 
last Sunday before Christmas so please be sure to get 
your card in the mail (or drop it off at the office and 
save even more on postage!) by Friday, December 20. 
Merry Christmas!

M A R K  Y O U R  C A L E N D A R : 
Decorate for Christmas: Monday, Dec 2 @5pm
Office Closed: Dec 24@Noon, Dec 25-26, Jan 1
No Wed PM Services: Dec 25, Jan 1
Un-Decorate from Christmas: Sunday, Dec 29 @11:30am

On December 15, Adult Worship Choir will present a special  
worship service to celebrate Christmas. Come join us during our regular  

worship hour at 10:15am to celebrate the birth of Jesus. 

In addition, that evening at 6:00pm, ECC’s children’s choirs will present their  
Christmas programs. This includes Wee Praise, Jesus’ Worship Kids, and Vocal Explosion. 

Come join us at 6:00 p.m. on the 15th to support their hard work and preparation!

Christmas Worship

This year, we will have two Christmas Eve Candlelight Services.  
They will be held December 24th at 6:00pm and 7:30pm in the Worship Center.  

Childcare for children two and under will be provided during the 6:00pm service. 

ECC Christmas Card Fund

Week of December 1 – Chapter 13 – Jesus Rejected
Week of December 8 – Chapter 14 – Wisdom
Week of December 15 – Chapter 15 – Atonement
Week of December 22 – Chapter 16 – New Covenant
Week of December 29 – Chapter 17 – Son of Man

Core52 
December 
Schedule
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Ladies’ Cookies, 
Cocoa and Crafting 
Come join us for a fun time of crafting, snacking 
and enjoying the joy of the season together. Bring 
$5 and a tray of your favorite Christmas cookies 
or treats. Young ladies are welcome (kindergarten 
and up with an adult). We will be making a 
Christmas Ornament and Christmas Sign to display 
in your home or give as a gift. 
Be sure to sign up by Sunday, 
December 1st on the Facebook 
event or in the foyer. Sign up 
early - space may fill up! 

Christmas Worship

C H R I S T M A S  L I P  S Y N C  B AT T L E 
It’s that time of year again. It’s time for the Christmas Lip 
Sync Battle. If you think you have what it takes, then get 
your friends, family, or strangers together to sync your 
Christmas heart out. This year it will be on Wednesday, 
December 18th at 7pm. There is a limit of 20 performing 
acts with a Kids Division and an Adult Division. Sign up 
as soon as you can. 

Parents of younger kids (3 years through 5th 
grade) – do you need time to go Christmas 

shopping without the little one running around? 
Then bring your kids to The Warehouse on 

Saturday, December 14th from 1pm-4pm. High 
School students will be there to hang out with 

your kids while you enjoy some quiet shopping. 

Are you a Middle Schooler who needs to get 
away from Mom & Dad to buy them a Christmas 
gift? There is an opportunity for you to do just 

that! We will be going shopping at The Avenues 
Mall on Saturday, December 7th from 3pm-6pm. 

See Josh with questions.  

2nd  Annual
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Englewood Christian Church invites you to
come enjoy a very special event for the
whole family. Celebrate the season with new
friends in a safe, fun place. Enjoy clowns,
face painting, a costume contest, inflatables,
and more. We can’t wait to see you there!

Englewood Christian Church
4316 Barnes Road • Jacksonville, FL 32207
Phone: (904) 733-2356 • Fax: (904) 733-9096
TLC: (904) 737-5669 • Website: eccjax.com

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
JACKSONVILLE, FL 
PERMIT NO. 3666Directions 

to ECC
From the North: Take
I-95 south to University
Blvd. East.  Go to
Barnes Rd. (2nd traffic
light), and turn left.
From the East: From
Beach or Atlantic take
University Blvd. south
to Kennerly Rd.  Turn
right on Kennerly, and
then left onto Barnes
Rd. (6th street on left).

109

109

95

95
1

ENGLEWOOD

90

ECC

Join the Fun!Join the Fun!
October 31, 2019, 6-8 p.m. • Englewood Christian Church
F O O D  •  F U N  •  F R I E N D S  •  C A N D Y  •  M U S I C  •  G A M E S

From the South: Go north on I-95 to the Bowden
Rd./University Blvd. exit.  Turn right on Bowden, 
then immediately left onto Spring Park Rd.  Go to 
University Blvd., and turn right.  Turn left onto Barnes
Rd. (1st traffic light).

Serving One World

This year Englewood hosted its 30th 
Annual Fall Festival. There was a 
tremendous turn out of people from 
our community, and a great time 
was had by all who attended. A big 
thank you to everyone who helped 
make this such a great event – from 
those who donated candy, those 
who volunteered at the games and 
inflatables, those who decorated 
trunks and those who helped with 
clean up and stayed until the very 
end. 



December Calendar
SUNDAY SERVICE TIMES
Teen Bible Bowl // 8:00am // Room 314

Sunday School // 9:00 am
Morning Worship // 10:15 am

Children’s programming during services

WEDNESDAY SERVICE TIMES
Dinner // 6:00 pm

Programming for all ages, birth-adult // 7:00 pm
Child care is provided during all services.

Date Time Event
1  Sunday Services 
1 11:30a Pull out Christmas decorations
2 2:30p Monday Kids Club
2 5:00p Decorate for Christmas
2 7:00p Grief Share
2 7:00p Boy Scout Troop 159
3  CWF Circle Meetings
4  Wednesday Services
5 1:00p Sewing & Quilting 
6 6:00p Ladies – Cookies, Cocoa & Crafting
7  Bible Bowl at ECC  
7 3:00p Middle School Shopping Trip
8 9:00a Connect Class
8  Sunday Services
9 7:00p Grief Share 
9 7:00p Boy Scout Troop 159
10 10:00a Hugs Ministry
10 12:00p Prime Timers’ Christmas Luncheon at GiGi’s 
11  Wednesday Services 
11 7:00p MS/HS Christmas Party
12 1:00p Sewing & Quilting 

Date Time Event
14 1:00p Parents’ Day Out – High School Service Opportunity  
15  Special Worship Service led by the Adult  
  Worship Choir
15 2:00p CWF Board Meeting
15 6:00p Christmas Programs – Wee Praise, Jesus’ Worship  
  Kids & Vocal Explosion
16 2:30p Monday Kids Club
16 7:00p Boy Scout Troop 159
16 7:00p Grief Share
17 10:00a Hugs Ministry
18 6:00p Fellowship Dinner
18 7:00p Christmas Lip Sync Battle
18  No Regular Wednesday Services
19 1:00p Sewing & Quilting 
22  Sunday Services
24 12:00p Christmas Eve – Office Closed
24  Christmas Eve Services (6:00p & 7:30p) 
25  Christmas – Office Closed/No Wednesday Services
26  Christmas – Office Closed 
29  Sunday Services - Family Sunday
29 11:30a Undecorate for Christmas 
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Dear ECC family, 

Thank you so much for all the ways that you showed your appreciation 
during the month of October. From your kind words of encouragement 
to lunches and snacks and favorite drinks, we felt so spoiled all month 
long. We are grateful for the opportunity to serve alongside you!

– Pete, Josh, Serena, Karissa, Brittany, Mary & Angela

Thank you so much for allowing the McLanahan family the use of the 
new fellowship hall for a reception following the death of Jim Myers. 
The family is truly thankful. 

– Faye & Cheryl McLanahan

Thank You Notes Dear Englewood Christian Church, 

Thank you for your kind words and the support you gave us during 
Mom’s illness and her passing. The prayers, cards, letters, visits and 
meals she received were so gratefully received. She treasured every 
single message, card and flower. 
Mom had not been able to attend church this past year, but she was so 
blessed to have been a part of this loving church family. 
Words cannot express our gratitude. 
Sincerely, 
The Family of Alice Jordan Walton

Looking Ahead: 
January 1  – New Year’s Day – Office Closed
January 19 – Faith Promise Kickoff 
January 24-26 – Faith Promise Missions Conference

DECEMBER 2019
 S M T W T F S

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
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Growing One Faith

At GiGi’s 
Tuesday, December 10
Leave ECC at 11:30am
Lunch at 12:00pm 
$10 per person 
(pay by Dec 1st!) 
See Bill or Beverly 
Arnold for questions
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A group of students and adult leaders enjoyed an afternoon 
together in each other’s company with a great quantity of 
food during the Thanksgiving Feast.

Growing One Faith

Thanksgiving Feast

Chris Kellar, Pete Ramsey, Rick Pate and Rick Miller 
enjoyed throwing axes at the target (not each other). 
ECC men, be sure to stay tuned for more events 
including Master’s Men quarterly meetings and other 
fellowship opportunities.  

Christian Women’s Fellowship 
Thanksgiving Feast

Master’s Men Steak Dinner

ENGLEWOOD

cityecitye

Jesus’ Worship Kids praising God with their 
Boomwhackers during  

Sunday Morning Worship.  
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Merry Christmas from the staff of 
Englewood Christian Church

2019


