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Thanks so much for your 
hospitality and kindness in hosting 
my son Bill’s memorial service.  
– Pat Thompson 

In a world that changes daily and 
throws new obstacles and challenges 
in your path by the hour, causing you 

to genuinely describe the status of your 
life and daily happenings as “To Be 
Determined,” isn’t it nice to know we’ve 
got a back-up plan? Or even better, how 
about if we all understood that everything 
is going according to God’s plans no 
matter what the nightly news says? In 
our mind it might be “TBD,” but in the 
mind of the Almighty, it has already taken 
place because He said so! We hope you 
enjoy this month’s issue as we focus on 
the theme of trusting God more with the 
unexpected things of life.

Thanks

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
9:00am

10:30am (includes e-city kids and  
Facebook Live)

BOY SCOUT TROOP 159
Mondays at 7:00pm

CWF CIRCLE MEETINGS
Tuesday, August 4

Contact your Circle Leaders for  
specific details

TEACHER DEDICATION SUNDAY
Sunday, August 9

CWF FACEBOOK LIVE – VIRTUAL  
INSTALLATION & CIRCLE DRAWING

Tuesday, August 18 at 7pm

AUGUST CALENDAR
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Be FlexibleBe Flexible
DDuring my many years of youth, student and family 

ministry, I was blessed and honored to plan and lead 
several mission trips. One of my most memorable 

ones was one of the first trips I led out to the American Indian 
Christian Mission in Show Low, Arizona. I had been before as 
a youth intern and worked alongside my “boss,” Roger Wright 
just a year earlier, but this was my time to lead it on my own, 
and it was going to be the most organized, most efficient, most 
effective mission trip ever! I did not intend to waste a single 
second of the opportunity we were blessed with to work with 
some amazing and beautiful kids from the Navajo reservation. 
 I meticulously planned out our schedule, accounting for 
travel time each day, assigning clean up crews to the kitchen, 
mapping out the details about the Bible story, song catalog for 
our praise time and craft for each day. Our free day was even 
planned out with a scheduled stop for lunch followed by a 
precise amount of time to spend at Box Canyon, a swimming 
hole located near our mission base.  
 We were going to make a tremendous impact for the 
Kingdom all because I had meticulously planned out every 
minute of the week. Everyone was going to completely pour 
themselves out as a drink offering like the apostle Paul refers 
to in 2 Timothy. It was our time to serve with every ounce of 
energy, every breath of air and every minute of the day!
 Or that’s how I pictured it in my mind, and that’s how it 
looked on paper…for about the first twenty minutes of our trip.
 We left the church on time, but quickly got stuck in traffic 
heading to Orlando. No worries, I had planned for some delays 
and built some time in for them. We could surely make up 
some time once we got to the airport….maybe not!  The check 
in process for 30 people to confirm tickets, check luggage, 
get boarding passes took way longer than I thought (doesn’t 
anyone know how to PRE-TAG their luggage!!!), and along 
with that our flight took a little bit longer as we had to divert 
away from some bad weather.  Once we landed, someone’s 
luggage was missing, getting dinner was not a 30 minute pit 
stop, but instead a 75 minute “adventure,” and our church 
bus could barely reach 25 mph up the mountains of Arizona.  
We arrived late at night on campus and finally got everyone 
settled down just after midnight – approximately two and a half 
hours later than my precise planning had calculated!
 Needless to say, it didn’t get any better the next day, and once 
we got to the reservation and began to live by “Navajo time,” it 

was determined that keeping a schedule was not only useless, 
but frivolous and pointless as well. It was later that evening at 
our campfire devotions I wrestled with the notion that I was not 
in control. When it was my turn to share for the day, I mentioned 
how tense I was due to the lack of schedule and haphazard way 
things were going, but ended by saying and admitting it was 
time to let go. I figuratively and literally took my schedule book 
and threw it over my shoulder out into the woods – never to be 
referred to again!  
 I had learned many things from Roger the previous year in 
planning for a mission trip. There were details relating to travel, 
Navajo customs to be aware of, tips and tricks for the bus ministry, 
a focused method of team selection and more. It was a great 
plan, but there was one key phrase I forgot to remember, and it 
was the most important thing to keep in mind when planning a 
mission trip. Two words. Two extremely important words every 
trip leader, camp dean, program director, classroom teacher, 
and a long list of other professions and positions of leadership, 
should know from their own experiences: BE FLEXIBLE!! 
 When I say “Be flexible,” it doesn’t mean I want to see you 
touch your toes or bend over backwards, but it does mean for 
you to leave room for growth, expect the unexpected and let 
God have control of all the circumstances. For the rest of that 
week, I was much more relaxed because I was not worried about 
every minute of the day, but rather was able to serve and love 
and show kindness with no pressure to watch the ticking of the 
clock. I learned to let God lead and to be flexible enough to make 
myself available and a willing servant for my Lord. That ended up 
being a great week and great experience for me for the rest of 
my life in regards to planning trips and large events – be flexible 
and make yourself available to fill the role God has for you.
 Sounds like a good plan for today, doesn’t it? Imagine how 
much more we might accomplish if we could be flexible and let 
God have a little more control of our day to day activities and 
purposes. Imagine the Kingdom impact we could make if we 
slowed down and took the time to be flexible and see everyone 
as a Kingdom opportunity instead of a potential delay in your 
day. 
 I encourage you to be more flexible when it comes to your 
faith and service in the Kingdom. I promise you the Lord will 
do more with you when you simply relax, let go and give Him 
control. 
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Change of Plan
by Karissa MEADMEAD, Worship Ministry Director

So. Many. Voices.
 I’m not sure about you, but it seems like a million things 
happen every day to make the year 2020 more dramatic. 
It’s like a competition to see who can make it to the top of 
the 2020 mountain and come out as the highlight of the 
year. As those living in the world (and not of it), we desire 
to be good stewards of the Kingdom work that needs 
done without getting swept up in whatever is trending that 
day. Or (at least) we try. You may be feeling some inner 
turmoil over how to go about your life. Or, if you’re like 
me, you’re conflicted over the vast variety of opinions on 
how to do something as simple as going to the grocery 
store.
 Let me tell you, working on a wedding during this 
season has amplified my own personal conflictions about 
what to do. Chris and my options were twofold: have 
the ceremony when we planned it and overcome the 
uncertainties as they came or postpone the ceremony 
until COVID-19 no longer impacted our ceremony. And 
as it turns out, since the virus has made a resurgence, 
we rest easy now in the decision we made months ago to 
continue on in our plans to get married. But that doesn’t 
mean this season of our lives did not take its toll. Planning 
(what a word, right?) seemed impossible, the options and 
unknowns were overwhelming, and at the very least, it 
was a stress-monster only the Lord could handle. And He 
did.
 Recently, I was listening to Flyleaf, a Christian rock band 
I grew up listening to. I discovered one of their lesser-
known songs, titled “Justice and Mercy.” When I saw 
the title, I was intrigued because Micah 6:8 is one of my 
favorite verses of all time. We see that theme repeated in 
the OT prophets when the Lord calls Israel to repent and 
remember His desire for them was not manmade rituals 
and events, but rather their desire should be the same as 
His: to be doers of mercy and pursuers of justice… and in 
that way they would reflect the image of God. This theme 
recurred again and again as the Lord’s children forgot 
who they were and were called to remember who they 
were supposed to be.

 My first listen of “Justice and Mercy” brought me to 
tears because at the time I was struggling with how my 
plans had changed. I was convicted of my belief that I had 
control of the situation, as well as my own lack of trust 
that God would take care of it. I was letting the stress, 
the opinions and the fear overtake my heart and distract 
me from my relationship with the Lord. With all this on my 
mind, I heard this lyric: 

“With a life on the line, the fire that 
consumes or refines, a fire to ascend 
or decline, to retreat or to climb. Out 
of sight, out of mind, ‘til attacked from 
behind… will this fire consume or 
refine?”

 Are the voices in your life consuming your heart? Are 
you letting the opinions of those you respect cloud your 
judgment and distract you from doing the one thing God 
desires from you the most: to love Him and to love others? 
Are you and I pursuing mercy and justice together, or are 
we pursuing a desire to have the last word and be the 
only voice our neighbors hear?
 In truth, the only voice you and I need to be is the one 
that reflects Christ. My challenge for you this month 
is to take charge of your mind and allow the Lord to 
be the center of it. Lamentations 3:22-23 offers this 
encouragement: “Because of the Lord’s great love we 
are not consumed, for His compassions never fail. They 
are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” Will 
you let the challenges in front of you – the fire – consume 
your life and allow it to be all you think about, or will you 
let it refine you into a better follower of Jesus Christ and a 
better steward of the Gospel? Let’s remember who we’re 
supposed to be: not out of sight, out of mind, declining, 
retreating, or consumed… but rather standing above all 
of it as refined, faithful followers of Jesus.
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Spilled Milk, Now What? Spilled Milk, Now What? 
by Brittany Kellar, Community & Connections Director

Iam one of those people who cries over spilled milk.  
 Picture the scene. Addison was about three months old, 
and every three hours she would start to get hungry, like 

clockwork. She would go from happy to “hangry” in about five 
minutes. This particular day, we decided it would be great for 
Chris to give her a bottle. Chris settled into a cozy seat on 
the couch with little Addison in his arms. I was in the kitchen 
making the bottle; unfortunately, when Chris tipped the bottle 
over to give to the now hangry Addison, the lid was not on all 
the way, so milk went everywhere!
 Chris was covered, so he jumped up; Addison was 
screaming because she was SUPER hangry at this point, and 
I was an observer, and I cried. I did not just have a tear trickle 
down my cheek; I cried enough tears to warrant a tissue. If you 
are a parent, you know the cost of milk for the baby is pricey, 
and wasting this precious resource felt awful. 
 Before everything went south, things were great. The 
couch was not soaked. My husband wasn’t wet and sticky, and 
Addison was only mildly hungry. How quickly our circumstances 
can change. It’s ironic that often times when the crazy things 
happen in our life, they don’t happen in isolation. When one 
thing goes wrong here and there, it seems more manageable. 
However, when bad circumstances come in multiples, it can 
be overwhelming. 
 I had a hangry baby that needed to eat, a husband with wet 
clothes, and a big mess on the couch! Talk about stressed. I 
was overwhelmed. I did not know what to do first. I just wanted 
to sit and cry. However, staying still doesn’t help anyone, 
including myself. 
 There are seasons in life that feel a lot like spilled milk. I 
know that this has been a spilled, rotten milk kind of season 
for me. Maybe this is one of those seasons for you. 
 There are days I am just plain tired; I have a laundry list of 
things to accomplish each day on top of added responsibilities 
now of social distancing, masks and cleaning. There have 
been moments I have felt if one more thing happens, I may 
just give up. 
 Before you throw in the towel, let me offer a few pieces 
of practical, Biblical advice that have helped me during 
overwhelming seasons in life. 

 
1. Things will not always be this way. Just as the 
seasons change, so will this one. “There is a time for 
everything, and a season for every activity under the 
heavens” (Ecclesiastes 3:1).
2. God is with me. I cannot go anywhere without His 
love being there. Remembering that God is with me in 
the big things and the mundane things of life, helps to 
relieve feelings of loneliness in the midst of the struggle. 
“7Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from 
your presence? 8If I go up to the heavens, you are there; 
if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. 9If I rise 
on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the 
sea, 10even there your hand will guide me, your right 
hand will hold me fast” (Psalm 139:7-10).
3. Connect with others in Bible study and prayer. 
I am thankful that during this season, I have still been 
able to connect with others, virtually and in-person for 
Bible study, worship and prayer. We need others to 
come alongside us, point us to God’s truth for our lives, 
in the disappointing times and the good times. “16All 
Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17so 
that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for 
every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

 If you are in a time of “spilled milk,” know you are not alone. 
Being overwhelmed and disappointed can drag our spirit 
down, but we know God has a better plan for us. We need to 
take one small step at a time, connecting with His Word and 
His Community. Watch the Friends of Englewood Christian 
Church Facebook Group for ways to connect with others in 
Bible Study plans during the month of August. 
 Our church is here. We have not and will not stop being the 
church, whether virtually or face to face. We will continue to 
seek God’s purpose. If you would like prayer or to learn how to 
connect with others in Bible study, please contact the church. 
We would love to connect you with others striving to Grow 
One Faith! 



Just keep swimming. Just 
keep swimming. Just keep 
swimming, swimming, 

swimming.” This quote, as most 
of you already know, is from 
the character Dory from Disney 
Pixar’s animated film Finding 
Nemo. During the movie, Nemo, 
who is a clown fish, gets taken 
by some fishermen right in front 
of his dad, Marlin. Throughout 
the entire movie Marlin, along 
with his friend Dory, travel all 
across the Pacific Ocean to find 
Nemo. At one point during the 
search Marlin realizes he has 
to get to Sydney Harbor if he is 
ever going to find Nemo. So, as he and Dory are traveling, 
they make their way to the Eastern Australian Current, or 
EAC, where they meet a “surfer dude” sea turtle named 
Crush. Crush loves nothing more than the thrill of riding the 
East Australian Current (EAC) with his son, Squirt. When 
Crush encounters Marlin and Dory, he’s more than happy 
to help them find their way, provided they can hold on for 
the wildest ride of their lives through the EAC. SPOILER 
ALERT AHEAD: Eventually Marlin and Dory find Nemo 
and they all live happily ever after. Had Marlin and Dory 
not made it to this current, the flow from the EAC may not 
have taken them to where they needed to go, and they may 
have never found Nemo. Instead, they went with the flow of 
the EAC, found Nemo, and rejoiced because they were all 
back together.
 We have all heard the saying, “Just go with the flow.” I 
have personally said it a time or two because I am a “go 
with the flow” kind of person. I don’t need to know the 
plan or put one in place. I am a spur of the moment kind 
of person. Sometimes the plan is ever evolving. When it 
comes to our relationship with Christ, our job is to follow His 
plan. Our calling is to go with the flow He has laid before us. 
 Sometimes we get caught in going with the flow that is 
opposite of the flow Christ has for us. This flow is not the 
right way to go. There are people in today’s world who 

tell us to “go with their flow” because they believe it to be 
the right way to go. If we go with that flow we are working 
against the flow of Christ. When we go against the flow, it’s 
harder for us move. We use significantly more unnecessary 
energy when we are working against the flow. 
 When going with the flow of Christ, you may be going 
against the world’s flow, but that shouldn’t matter. When 
we follow God’s plan we follow it with faithful obedience. 
Going with God’s flow is the right direction. The great thing 
about God is we may not necessarily know what His plan 
is for us. It’s funny because we can see God behind the 
curtain working, but we don’t really know what the finished 
product is for our lives. This is where faithful obedience 
comes in. We expectantly pray for God to show us His will 
and His plan, and when we pray with expectancy, we can 
expect God to work in our lives. We can’t sit around and do 
nothing. We are called to live a life that is worthy of Christ, 
and if we do then He will make known His plan for us. 
 I leave you with this: when we follow the plan of the world, 
it will lead to an eventual separation from God completely. 
But if we follow the plan of God, then it is that plan, and that 
plan only which will lead to salvation. So remember to go 
with the flow God has set out before you because if you 
do, it will lead to rejoicing and your happily ever after with 
Christ.

Go with the Flow
by Josh Colvin, Student Minister
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…it was safe to go back in the water.
This line from the movie Jaws 2 re-sparked fear in all beach-
goers and movie-watchers in 1978 and beyond. It’s such a 
memorable phrase, it deserves at least honorable 
mention in our theme of TBD. They thought 
the waters were safe again. But they 
were wrong. Can anyone else hear the 
theme song of Jaws right now?
  Just when you thought you 
had it all figured out… Just 
when you thought you knew a 
person... These are two more 
phrases which often preface the 
disappointing dramatic irony of life. 
More often than not, no matter how 
well we try to plan lives and prepare 
for the worst, the proverbial sharks in 
the water we thought were handled last 
summer can surprise us. 
 I think sometimes we live our lives in fearful anticipation 
of the worst, waiting for the other shoe to drop. Perhaps we’ve 
gotten our hopes up one time too many, only to have them 
dashed in dissatisfaction. So we begin to live a guarded life. We 
shelter our hearts. We avoid the so-called beach of life because 
there could be sharks. We even begin to question the goodness 
of God because it feels like every time we begin to hope, we 
experience disappointment…again. 
 Sometimes it’s a result of the fallen state of the world we live 
in. Sometimes it’s the consequences of our own actions catching 
up to us; we reap what we sow. However, sometimes we reap 
what we didn’t sow. Sometimes in the kingdom of God, just when 
you thought you’d be facing trouble upon trouble, you experience 
something completely different, something good. 
 God is in the business of changing a desperate situation into 
one of promise and possibility, and the Bible is full of proof. 
Moses and the Israelites stood at the edge of the Red Sea. Just 

when they thought the Egyptians would overtake them, God split 
the sea so they could walk through on dry land (Exodus 14). 
A widow and her two children were destitute, with only one jar 

of oil left to their names. Just when she thought her children 
would be sold into slavery to pay her debts, 

Elisha showed up, told her to collect vessels  
from neighbors, and the oil didn’t stop 

flowing until every vessel was full  
(2 Kings 4:1-7). Three young men 

were destined for the fiery furnace 
for their faith and refusal to bow to 
any but their God. Just when all 
thought the fire would consume 
them, they and a fourth with the 
appearance like “a son of the gods” 

walked around in the fire unbound 
and unsinged (Daniel 3). I think we’d 

be remiss to leave out the resurrection. 
Just when the disciples thought all hope 

was lost, behold, there was an empty tomb and 
the Risen Lord.

 Just when you think there will be a thorn bush, there will be 
a juniper. Just when you think there will be briers, the myrtle 
will grow (Isaiah 55:13). Just when you think there will be tears, 
there will be joy (Psalm 126:5-6). Just when you think there will 
be ashes, there will be a crown of beauty. Just when you think 
there will be mourning, there will be gladness (Isaiah 61:3). 
 If you need more proof, read Hebrews 11 and study those in 
the Hall of Faith; look at the faithfulness of God in their lives. 
Read through the Gospels and observe the miracles of Jesus. 
Read the testimonies and biographies of more recent Christ-
followers who have witnessed “Just when I thought” moments; 
Corrie ten Boom, David Wilkerson, Brother Andrew and Brother 
Yun are just a few I know off the top of my head.
 During this very long season of change and moments of “Just 
when I thought…,” how can you strengthen your faith and lean 
on the God who changes our circumstances for good?

by Angela Hastings, Office Manager
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Just When You Thought…
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If there’s one thing I’ve learned as a parent, it’s things 
rarely go according to plan. This is fairly difficult for me to 
handle personally because I always like to know what the 

plan is. I don’t need things to be regimental by any means; 
in fact, I’m okay with unexpected changes. I can go with the 
flow with the best of them, but I’d be lying if I said I didn’t feel 
compelled to immediately start working 
on a new plan. My husband would refer 
to me as a “fixer.” Actually, I annoy him on 
a weekly basis because of this. He’ll tell 
me about a problem, and I just can’t stop 
myself from telling him what to do. I’m a 
work in progress. I struggle with the fact 
every problem doesn’t need a solution 
(and my husband will ask me if he needs 
help), and some struggles are there for 
us to live with and learn from. 
 For example, in children’s ministry we 
hand out a lot of supplies. From markers 
to scissors, to paper and glue, we hand 
it out. And if you’ve spent any time around kids, you know 
they have their favorites.  To speed up the process many 
teachers have said, “You get what you get…,” and the kids 
will reply, “…and you don’t pitch a fit.” If you let them pick 
every time, you’d never get anything done. It’s a great life 
lesson to pick up when you’re young because if there’s one 
thing I’ve learned as a teacher, it’s things rarely go the way 
we want them to. You need to have a plan, but you also 
need to be flexible and willing to change that plan at any 
given moment. For kids that might mean settling for the 
blue scissors instead of the yellow they wanted, but as an 
adult it’s easy to get overwhelmed by some of the things life 
hands out to us.
 After having two boys, my husband and I planned for 
another child. We were really hoping for a girl, but obviously 
our first priority was a healthy baby. I had this idyllic picture 
in my head about what it would be like to have a daughter 
and how sweet it would be for my boys to have a little sister. 
Little did I know, nothing about that third pregnancy went 

according to plan, except for the fact that she was a girl. 
She even managed to dodge two separate C-section dates 
and came when she wanted. I was so excited when the 
date came for our anatomy scan, but right after the tech 
finished we got the news that the doctor wanted to come 
in and talk to us. My anxiety was so high because that 

isn’t usually news you want to hear. The 
doctor started off telling us the baby was 
healthy, but the tech had seen something 
on the ultrasound he needed to take a 
look at. He proceeded to show us a close 
up of her tiny foot and pointed out her six 
toes. I looked over at my husband, and we 
both just immediately started laughing. 
I don’t think the doctor knew what to do 
with that because he was expecting us to 
be upset, or at least contemplative. I was 
just so relieved she was healthy.
 The truth is, we could have been 
upset our baby wasn’t “perfect.” We 

could have experienced a number of emotions about it 
from embarrassment to disappointment, instead of just 
being happy about the absolute blessing this girl was to 
us. We never know the child we’re going to get or even at 
what point in our life we’ll get them. Our expectations don’t 
always follow God’s plan for us. I may have this future laid 
out in my head for my kids, and sometimes feel the need 
to “fix” them when things don’t go as planned. The biggest 
error with that way of thinking is what one person may see 
as a problem, might just be a reflection of God’s design. 
One of the hardest things for me as a mom is just being 
able to let go of that control and recognize the blessing in 
the flaws. My kids are not perfect, and neither am I. So 
one thing I’d like you to take away from this is it’s okay to 
not be completely happy about what life has handed you, 
but take a moment to acknowledge the gifts you’ve been 
given. Don’t “pitch a fit” and dwell on how things should 
have gone, but find joy in the life you get to share with those 
around you.

by Serena Maerkl, Children’s Director

You Get What You Get...



Worship 
Lifestyle

Consistent 
Discipleship

Sacrificial 
Stewardship

Local 
Service

Global 
Support

Personal 
Evangelism

99ENGLEWOOD CHRISTIAN CHURCH THE ECHOES AUGUST 2020

E C C  V i s i o nE C C  V i s i o n

E
C
C
 
@

 
A
 
G

la
n
c
e

Week of August 2 – Chapter 48 – 
Overwhelming Worry  

Week of August 9 – Chapter 49 – 
Mentoring 

Week August 16 – Chapter 50 – 
Scripture

Week August 23 – Chapter 51 – 
Gaining Grit

Week August 30 – Chapter 52 – 
Heaven

Core52 
Schedule

Mission Mission 
SpotlightSpotlight

 Coming up in January of 2021 is our 58th annual Faith 
Promise Missions Conference. This has been a powerful 
Kingdom tool used by God for almost six decades. Overall, 
Englewood CC has given more than $6.6 million dollars 
to Kingdomwork around the globe! What a powerful 
testimony to the faithfulness of God’s people allowing God 
to do immeasurable things through their simple faith promise 
commitments.
 Over the years there have been some great experiences, 
wonderful memories and grand traditions associated with our 
missions conference. Everyone remembers the thermometer 
of giving that tracks our total promises, and who could forget 
the marvelous decorations of our international banquet along 
with the fabulous feast associated with it. Along with that are 
the great experiences of meeting and conversing with several 
of our Kingdom partners over the two weekends. 
 Unfortunately, over the years as our culture and society 
have gotten busier and busier, the attendance and participation 
for some of these events has waned, making it more difficult to 
find enough help to pull off some aspects of this great event. 
As a missions team, we reminded ourselves of the purpose of 
the Faith Promise Conference – to expose as many people to 
as many of our Kingdom partners as possible, which in turn 
would motivate and move them to make more commitments of 
faith toward our mission giving. 
 With that being said, we knew there were some difficult 
changes ahead – some that will impact traditions, but all done 

with the hope and desire to increase our impact in the Kingdom. 
Thinking and praying about our upcoming Faith Promise 
since shortly after this year’s conference ended, our missions 
team has come up with a plan to accomplish even more than 
we ever have before! Here is a hint at next year’s new faith 
promise conference schedule with more explanations to come 
in the coming months!

 Opening Weekend: Sunday, January 24 – includes 
two of our mission partners, our international dinner, at 
least six of our mission partner booths on display and the 
annual children’s conference
 Midweek: Wednesday, January 27 – two more of our 
mission partners, another round of our fantastic children’s 
conference and more mission booths representing our 
Kingdom partners
 Commitment Sunday: January 31 – two more of our 
mission partners (that makes a total of 6 in 8 days!!!!), 
at least six more mission booths on display for all our 
congregation to see and a final edition of our children’s 
conference, and the mountain moving experience of our 
faith promise commitments!!

 Whew!! What a whirlwind of activity and highlights sure to 
take place!  Watch for more details in upcoming Echoes as 
we finalize our guests, announce our theme and find ways to 
engage ALL OF YOU in this great week of faith!

Faith Promise Missionary Conference updates for 2021
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Excited youth group, especially Josh, meeting 
together in person

ECC tee-shirt Sunday! Robert & Marye Lee sporting their ECC shirts

Growing 
One 
Faith

Anastasia enjoying lake time Elementary camp was a blast!

 

 

 

 

Different CIY, same fun

Jonathan, Madison and Aynslee ready for paintball 

 

 

 

 

Honoring our 2020 Graduates
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AUGUST PROGRAMMING UPDATES

R  
    O

PE
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NG
:

All programming subject to change. Stay up to date through the e-newsletter, app and website.

After much prayer and consideration, the ECC 
Leadership has decided to extend our current 
programming and scheduling practices through the 

month of August. This means our only regularly scheduled 
programming will continue to be our Sunday morning 
worship gatherings at 9:00am and 10:30am, where we can 
all practice and maintain proper social distancing. This also 
includes the continued suspension of all Wednesday PM 

programming as well as Sunday school classes each week. 
As a reminder, there is a Building Usage Policy in place for 
groups to make use of our buildings. If you are interested, 
please contact the church office, and we will let you know 
what is available. Thanks for your continued patience in all 
of this, trust in the decision making process practiced by our 
leaders and encouragement as we attempt to humbly serve 
our God while leading this amazing faith community. 

Immerse, based on dictionary.com, means “to plunge into 
or place under a liquid; to dip; sink.” A second definition is 
listed as, “to involve deeply; absorb.” In our church, the word 

immerse is usually associated with baptism mainly because 
of the origin of the word in Greek and the spiritual significance 
behind a believer’s baptism into Christ. Today, though, I would 
like to focus on the second meaning listed, “to involve deeply; 
absorb.” For the 2020-2021 calendar year, I would like to 
introduce our new Bible reading program called, Immerse.
 Immerse is a “six volume Bible created 
with one goal in mind: to provide the best 
reading experience possible. The text is 
laid out in a beautiful single-column setting 
with chapter and verse numbers, section 
headings, and footnotes removed.” This 
will allow for a smoother and easier reading 
experience. Englewood Christian Church 
will participate in this program in a 16-week 
format that will allow us to complete two of 
the six volumes during this year.  
 We will begin with the book entitled, 
Immerse: Messiah, which covers the life of 
Christ and the entire New Testament. This 
will begin the week of August 23 and end 
the week of December 6. Then, we’ll take 
a break over the holidays and beginning of the next year and 
begin the second book, Immerse: Beginnings, the first week of 
February and finish it up the week of May 23. 
 Throughout the year, small group discussion will occur 
through LIFE groups, alternative Sunday School class 
meeting opportunities and more. Each week revolves around 
four simple questions geared toward creating opportunities for 
open discussion. 

 There are also other great resources to help you and your 
family stay connected to the Immerse program. There are 
video summaries of each week and podcasts, making it even 
easier to listen to each week’s content. There is also a 40-day 
family reading plan to help families engage with each other in 
their faith as they read along together.  
 Our goal is to get as many members of the Englewood faith 
community to engage in this Bible reading program and spend 
as much time as possible in the Word of God. One point of 

emphasis is that this program is about 
quality over quantity. By slowing down and 
spending more time on each weekly reading 
section, we have the time to ask questions, 
contemplate personal application and 
advance in our faith, instead of engage in 
a high speed chase of keeping up with the 
number of chapters you can read in five 
days. 
 The first volume, Immerse: Messiah, 
will be available for purchase on Sunday, 
August 2. The cost is $10 for each copy. 
You can buy one for the family to share or 
as many as you need.  Some might ask, “If 
it’s just the Bible, why do I need to buy a 
different version?” The answer to that would 

be, “You don’t,” but if you want to make the discussion and 
small group time most effective, that will only be increased if 
we are all using the same format. 
 F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  y o u  c a n  g o  t o  t h e  
Immerse: The Bible Reading Experience home page at  
www.tyndale.com/sites/immersebible/.
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August 2020

Every Sunday @ 10:30am - Worship (FB LIVE) 
Every Thursday @ 7:00pm - Prayer Gathering (FB LIVE)
Be sure to follow us on Facebook, sign up for our e-newsletter 
or check our website and app for current updates regarding 
programming, events and activities.
Just take a pic of this QR Code and 
your device will redirect you to links for 
the Sunday bulletin, weekly prayer list, 
connection card, online giving, prayer 
requests and more. Want to access 
this information on your computer? 
Type in www.eccjax.com/check-in.

A U G U S T  S E R M O N  S E R I E S
P e t e r .  C e p h a s .  R o c k .  

Throughout the life of Peter, we see Jesus chip 
away at the heart, mind and soul of Peter and 
sculpt him into the man who would help launch 

the new Kingdom. Join us for this special 5-week 
series on the life of Peter as we uncover the key 
moments in his life that parallel God’s desire for 
our submission to him as well. Be sure to join us in 
person or online in August

August 2 Calling
August 9 Darkness

August 16 Light
August 23 Confession

August 30 Go


