Reading the bible is a great way for us to hear from God, to understand him and to abide in him. BUT, reading
the bible can be hard work, knowing where to start can feel difficult, trying to understand all the nuance and
context can feel overwhelming, and it often raises a lot of questions.
This study gives you a really simple way to approach any scripture and to help you make sense of the bible.
This study is split into 5 separate studies, or can be done as a group if one person takes each passage/
study.
A good way to approach any passage is by asking these 4 questions;
What does this tell us about God? - Each story/ verse/ chapter in the bible reveals more of Gods heart,
more of his desire for his people and his character. By looking for this in each verse, it helps us become
more worshipful and to develop a better understanding of Gods purposes.
How does this point us towards Jesus? The whole bible centres on Jesus, the old testament stories,
prophesies and songs point to him and his coming, and the new testament tells of his life and how he
changed the world. Looking for him in the scriptures is a really eye opening way to understand again how
God is working.
Who was this written too/ for?
The bible was not written to be ‘the bible’, some of it is stories passed down through generations, some of
it is recorded as sort of journals, or diaries of the time, some of it is song books and some of it is letters. It
is safe to assume that the people writing the bible were not imagining a 21st century man/woman reading
it.
It is helpful to know the reasons why people wrote it, who were they writing it for? What were they hoping
to achieve by writing it?
What can we/ the reader learn from this?
Once we have done these things we can reflect on what God is trying to teach us, as individuals.

Study one; Understanding key biblical events;
Lets start at the beginning, the creation story.
Read through Genesis 1: 1- 28
Have the questions in mind when you read through to help you understand the purpose of the passage.

Study two: Spotting a theme in lots of verses;
Throughout the bible, God weaved lots of storylines together, all to point to Jesus. One of the most
exciting and life giving things you can do when reading the bible is to trace these. Some are hidden
in stories or verses we know a lot of, some are hidden in stories or verses that seem hard to
understand or maybe more alien to us.
Have a look through these verses and see if you can spot a theme;

Are there lots of things that are repeated? Anything you can see throughout the verses? Is there a
message that is being conveyed?
If there is something in scripture that you want to learn more about, it can be helpful to search for
all of the verses on this subject and try to identify any common threads. You can use the internet
for this- you don’t have to read through the whole bible!

Study three- looking at old testament passages that don’t feel as relevant…
Read 1 Kings 6 vs 6-38
Some passages, or even books in the bible can be hard to read. It can be
difficult to understand the context and how it is relevant today.
It is not wrong to think these things, but it is worth digging deeper. The
bible is deeply intricate and complex, like our creator and taking time to
mull over passages like this one can only grow our admiration and love
for him.
Take more time on this one;

Study four- understand Jesus’ words

Jesus' words are always powerful, but can be made richer when we understand all of the context
behind them. There are nuances that would have been understood by people in the middle east
that we may not understand in the west, there may have been things going on at the time that
Jesus alludes to which we might have limited knowledge of. Some study bibles will have
information on this, and again resources online are often very helpful!
Perhaps slightly different to the other passages in this collection of studies, Jesus knew that his
words would be everlasting and would have an eternal impact. This may mean that you find them a
lot richer, or may find you take more away from them. That is totally fine! Remember the whole
bible points to Jesus anyway!

Study five:
Reading new testament narrative
Read Acts 2

Study six; bringing it all together
The last five studies we have done, actually tie together one of the main themes of the bible. The
story of God establishing his temple;
The first temple was in Eden, where God was able to dwell with his people. Is there anything
mentioned in the first passage that you can see echoed throughout later passages?

