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Wk. 6 “Significant”- Day 1: From Judges to Kings by Rachel Risner 
If my people who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face 
and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and 
will heal their land.” 2 Chronicles7:14 
 
1.  During this period in history, the Israelites had settled in the Promised Land. Joshua passed   

and now judges ruled Israel. Boaz, Ruth and Naomi lived during the time of Judges as noted 
in Ruth 1:1. Unfortunately, many of the Israelites struggled greatly.   

2.  Dark times indeed! It was characterized by “idolatry, disobedience, violence, suffering, 
captivity, and bloodshed.”  There was a great need for a Savior, one who would redeem His 
people from sin and death.  

3.  In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw fit.” Judges 21:25. The people 
observed neighboring nation’s had kings, so they demanded of Samuel to appoint a king. 

4.  They gave three reasons for having a king: 
 a.  Samuel was too old  
 b.  His sons do not follow you and 
 c.  They wanted to be like all the other nations. 
5.  Samuel was hurt by their response, but he prayed to the Lord for direction. God responded 

by saying give them what they want.  It is not you; it is me they are rejecting. 
6.  God will sometimes give us what we want, even if it is not what is best for us.  Do you think 

God is teaching us a lesson? 
7.  Reader Matthew 7:7-11. “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and 

the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; 
and to the one who knocks; the door will be opened. Which of you, if your son asks for 
bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? If you, then 
though you are not evil, know how to give good gifts to children how much more will your 
Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!” 

8.  God allowed the Israelites to have a king, because they wanted to have things their way. 
 He warned them that a king would take advantage of his position by saying: 

 a.  “He will take your sons and make them serve with his chariots and horses and will run in        
front of his chariots.” 

     b.  “Some he will assign to be commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties and 
others to plow his ground and reap his harvest and other to make weapons of war and 
equipment for his chariots.” 

 c.  He will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. 
 d.  He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive groves and give them to his 

attendants. 
 e.  He will take a tenth of your grain and of your vintage and give it to his officials and 

attendants. 
 f.  He will take your male and female servants and the best of your cattle and donkeys. 
 g.  He will take a tenth of your flocks, and you yourselves will become his slaves.   
 1 Samuel 8:10-17. 
9.  In Matthew 7:11 God promises that he will give good gifts. People take, but God gives. 
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10. How will God respond when the people realize their mistake?  Their cries for help will not 
be answered. 

11.  God practices “tough love” with us when we foolishly ask for things that are not good for 
us. If we are repentant, God will relent.  “Take delight in the Lord and He will give you the 
desires of your heart.” Psalm 37:4 

12.  Rachel challenges us to think about our behavior.  Is my heart truly after God’s, or are we 
all about myself, worshipping the idol of self? Or is it my family, my health, my career or 
status,my checkbook, Facebook posts etc.? People are so optimistic and think bad 
consequences couldn’t possibly happen to them. 

13.  So God gave the Israelites their desired king. 
14.  Conclusion:  I’m just like the foolish Israelites when I reject God as King of my heart, but 

thankfully He is quick to relent; God hears my cries once I repent. 
15.  Takeaway Truth – “the lamb will triumph over them because he is Lord of lords and King 

of kings—and with him will be his called, chosen and faithful followers.”  Revelation 17:14. 
 
Day 2: One Bad Decision Leads to Another 
     This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David…David was the father of 

Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah’s wife (Bathsheba). Matthew 1:1,6 
1.  Samuel anointed Saul to be King of Israel.  He was handsome and appeared well-suited for 

the job.  His reign proved difficult, because of his jealously, mental instability, and 
disobedience.  His life ended tragically. 

2.  Bathsheba, though beautiful, appears to be in the wrong place at the wrong time.  
3.  David did not go with his soldiers to the battlefield like he usually did.  He stayed at his 

palace, spent an evening walking around his roof when he spied, the beautiful Bathsheba 
taking a bath.  Temptation came calling and David succumbed to his lust and called his 
guards to have her brought to his palace.  James 4:7 reminds us to “resist the devil, and he 
will flee from you.” How can we resist the devil?  What do you do? 

4.  Bathsheba was obedient in bathing according to Samuel 11:4,”she was purifying herself from 
her monthly uncleanness.” David’s palace was build much higher than her home and that 
allowed the birds-eye view of her back yard. 

5.  Where was Bathsheba’s father and husband?  Uriah, the Hittite, was out fighting a battle for 
the Israelites.  Also, Bathsheba’s father, Eliam, was an elite bodyguard, one of the “mighty 
men.”  The Hebrew word was “gibber” which translates as: “heroes, valiant men, warriors, 
champions and strong.” In Proverbs we learn that the word “gibber” is used to describe 
lions.  Most important is that it is used to describe Christ in the prophecies of Isaiah 9:6, “he 
will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty (gibber) God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.” 

6.  True strength for a warrior is mentioned in Jeremiah 9:23-24 “that they have the 
understanding to know me.” 

7.  How did David reward Uriah and Eliam for their faithful service?  He made a bad choice by 
sleeping with Uriah’s wife who was Eliam’s daughter. 

8.  The sin of “lust of the flesh” comes from the world.  
9.  Remember how Boaz was so careful and protected Ruth’s virtue.  David was only thinking of 

himself. 
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10.  Do you recall how you changed around the ages of 12 or 13 and began primping and 
carefully selecting just the right outfit?  Rachel shared that she liked her grown-up look. 
Catcalls from strangers made her feel belittled.  The blessing of beauty may begin to feel like 
a curse.  Do people only see us outwardly instead of what is inside of us? 

11.  Conclusion:  Giving in to temptation takes even the Godliest of us farther than we even 
should have gone, but God sees the whole picture and waits poised to make our mess a 
masterpiece.” 

12. Takeaway Truth – “Do not be afraid, Samuel replied. “You have done all this evil, yet do 
not turn away from the Lord, but serve the Lord with all your heart.” 1 Samuel 12:20. 

 
Day 3: It Gets Worse Before It Gets Better 
     If you do what is right, will you not be accepted?  But if you do not do what is right, sin is 

crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must rule over it. Genesis 4:7 
1.  Modesty is a virtue taught throughout scripture.  Pride comes before a fall. Proverbs 16:18. 
     As women our outward appearance should be attractive, but not showy. 
2.  David’s indiscretion snowballed on him.  Bathsheba became pregnant and then he formed a 

plan to make it seem like it was Uriah’s child.  He brought Uriah home and encouraged him 
to go home to his wife for the night.  Uriah didn’t fall for this idea.  He camped out at the 
palace gate. He said, “The ark and Israel and Judah are staying in tents, and my commander 
Joab and my lord’s men are camped in the open country.  How could I go to my house to 
eat and drink and make love to my wife” As surely as you live, I will not do such a thing!” 2 
Samuel 16:11. David tried a second time to get Uriah to go home to Bathsheba. He dined 
with him and made him drunk. Uriah never budged. His plan failed! 

3.  In desperation, he wrote a note that Uriah would carry back to his commander, stating he 
was to be put in the front lines where the fiercest fighting occurs, and to draw back until he 
was killed.  Romans 6:16 “Don’t you know…you are slaves of the one you obey – 

     whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience which leads to 
righteousness?” 

4.  “If a man commits adultery with another man’s wife—with the wife of his neighbor—both 
the adulterer and the adulteress are to be put to death.” Leviticus 20:10 

5.  Reader:  2 Samuel 11:26-27 “When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband was dead, she 
mourned for him. 27 After the time of mourning was over, David had her brought to his 
house, and she became his wife, and bore him a son.  But the thing David had done 
displeased the Lord.” 

6.  Do we act sweet as honey around out friends giving all kinds of compliments, but at home 
speak badly about them to our children?   

7.  The prophet Nathan was David’s advisor. When David wanted to build a temple for the Lord, 
he said, “Here I am, living in a house of cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent.”       

     2 Samuel 7:2.   God had a different plan.  “When your days are over and you rest with your 
ancestors, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, your own flesh and blood, and I will 
establish his kingdom.  He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will 
establish the throne of his kingdom forever.” 2 Samuel 7: 12-13. 

8.  God cared too much about David so He had Nathan call out David for his sin. He did it 
through a story in a parable form.  Reader:  2 Samuel 12:1-14. David knew the life of a 
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shepherd, caring for his flock. He loved defending his sheep from lions and bears and calmed 
them by playing his harp.  David became angry that the rich man would kill the poor man’s 
little ewe lamb. Nathan said, that man is you! It was now out in the open, others heard his 
hidden sin. 

9.  Conclusion: God doesn’t look skin-deep—we can’t hide our secret faults from Him—and 
that’s a good thing. 

10.  Takeaway Truth— “Surely the arm of the Lord is not too short to save, not his ear too dull 
to hear.  But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his 
face from you, so that he will not hear.  For your hands are stained with blood, your fingers 
with guilt…The Redeemer will come to Zion, to those in Jacob who repent of their sins.   

     Isaiah 59: 1-3, 20. 
 
Day 4:  The Joy of Salvation 
     Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free…if the Son sets you free, you 

will be free indeed.” John 8:32, 36. 
1.  Bathsheba’s role in Nathan’s story was that of the little ewe lamb. The man loved the little 

lamb so much that he shared his food, let her drink from his cup and even slept with her. She 
was like a daughter to him. 

2.  David was to blame, not Bathsheba.  Sin separates us from the Lord.  During the 9 months of 
Bathsheba’s pregnancy, David stopped writing the psalms.  After his sin came to light,  

 Psalm 32:3-5: “When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day 
long.  For day and night your hand was heavy on me; my strength was sapped as in the 
heat of summer.” 

3.  The best thing was for his sin to be revealed. Luke 12:4-5 “I tell my friends, do not be afraid 
of those who kill the body and after that can do no more. 5But I will show you whom you 
should fear.  For him who, after your body has been killed, has authority to throw you into 
hell.  Yes, I tell you, fear him.  David owned up to his sin.  Then David said to Nathan, “I have 
sinned against the Lord.”  Nathan replied, “The Lord has taken away your sin.  You are not 
going to die. 2 Samuel 12: 13 

4.  The burden of guilt that David bore was lifted when he confessed his sin. 
5.  Reader:  Romans 8:1-2. Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in 

Christ Jesus. 2because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you 
free from the law of sin and death. 

6.  Even though God forgave David for his sin, his life and his family would suffer repercussions 
for years to come. Their son became ill and died 7 days later.  David fasted and prayed that 
God would forgive him and save their son. His son died anyway. Bathsheba mourned for her 
firstborn son.  They both suffered the consequences. In Samuel 12: 20 we learn, “Then David 
got us from the ground. After he had washed, put on lotions and changed his clothes, he 
went into the house of the Lord and worshiped.  David did repent!! 

7.  Reader:  Ecclesiastes 3: 1-2, 4 “There is a time for everything, and a season, for every 
activity under the heavens; a time to be born, and a time to die…a time to weep and a time 
to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance.” 

8.  Bathsheba suffered with an affair, became pregnant, lost her husband, remarried, gave birth 
to a son, then lost him to illness. 
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9.  Bathsheba’s beauty tempted David.  Other women in the Bible used their beauty to tempt 
men too. Think about our own actions, do we use our looks, or our influence to control 
others? A Godly woman lives intentionally to use her influence for good.  Here is a list of 
ways we can influence others negatively: 

 a.  Complaining 
 b.  Worrying 
 c.  Deceiving 
 d.  Cultivating bad habits 
 e.  Being prideful 
 f.  Quick tempered 
 g.  Gossiping 
 h.  Laziness 
 i.  Being argumentative 
 Can you think of an alternative way to influence others in a positive way? 
10.  Bathsheba used her influence, not with her beauty, but with her humility and wisdom. 
11.  Conclusion: “In real repentance we experience both the depth of despair and the joy of   

salvation—freeing us from the sins we tried to hide and enabling us to become women of 
Godly influence. 

12.  Takeaway Truth— “Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be  
whiter than snow.  Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice.”  
Psalm 51:7-8. 

 
Day 5: Invisible to Influential 
     He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted…to comfort all who mourn…to bestow on 

them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning.   
     Isaiah 61: 1b,2b,3b. 
1.  Infant loss is devastating.  For Bathsheba it meant losing purpose for her life: being the  
     foremother to Christ. 
2.  Because David repented, God allowed them to conceive another child, a son whom the Lord 

loved. 
3.  Bathsheba and David taught their son well.  In 1 Chron 22:12-13 NKJV “Only may the Lord 

give you wisdom and understanding, and give you charge concerning Israel, that you may 
keep the law of the Lord your God. 13Then you will prosper, if you take care to fulfill the 
statues and judgments with which the Lord charged Moses concerning Israel.  Be strong 
and of good courage; do not fear nor be dismayed.” 

4.  Reader Proverbs 4:3-5 “(my father) taught me, and he said to me, “Take hold of my words 
with all your heart; keep my commands, and you will live.  Get wisdom, get understanding; 
do not forget my words or turn away from them.” 

5.  When God spoke to Solomon and asked him what his one wish might be, Solomon asked for 
wisdom, not money, jewels, or property.  He turned out to be the wisest, richest king on 
earth. 

6.  Early on Bathsheba had no influence.  She was powerless.  Her only three words were, “I am 
pregnant.” 2 Samuel 11:5.   
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7.  Reader 2 Samuel 12:10 “the sword will never depart from your house, because you 
despised me and the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own.”  

8.  How did Bathsheba influence King David to make Solomon the next king?  When King David 
was very old and sickly, Adonijah, Solomon’s brother, stirred up the soldiers, along with Joab, 
the army commander and Abiathar the priest to proclaim him the next king. 

9.  It was time for Bathsheba to act on behalf of their son, Solomon.  With advice from Nathan 
the prophet, she went before King David bowing down humbly, and gently reminded David 
that Solomon was to be the king. Bathsheba chose her words wisely and convinced David to 
take action quickly.  He anointed Solomon, Israel’s rightful king. 

10.  Bathsheba had the privilege of placing the crown on Solomon’s head, crowning him the 
next king on his wedding day.  She was honored to seat at his right hand.   

11.  King David wrote Psalms, but Solomon is credited for writing words of wisdom in Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes, and Song of Songs. 

12.  Do you have a situation in your life where you can use your influence? Is it at home? Your 
work? Or in your community?  Rachel suggests that we take a posture of humility, follow 
Godly advice, and choose our words carefully. It is always good to pray about important 
decisions before moving ahead. 

13.  Proverbs 1:8-9 “Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction and do not forsake your 
mother’s teaching. They are a garland to grace your head and a chain to adorn your neck.”  
Twice in Proverbs, we are cautioned not to forsake our mother’s teaching. 

14.  Our influence doesn’t need to be flashy, in front of thousands of people, it may simply be 
making a dinner for a sick friend. Let’s pray for the Holy Spirit to give us the opportunities to 
influence others for the Lord. 

15.  Funerals almost always acknowledge how people have influenced others in their lives. 
Don’t we love attending funerals where ordinary people are acknowledged for truly caring 
about others. 

16.  Bathsheba rose from a lowly, invisible state to royalty by bearing a child in the lineage of   
Christ. 

17.  Conclusion:  A true woman of influence speaks careful words humbly, with wisdom, at the 
right time—intentionally embracing the opportunities put before her by the King of her 
heart. 

16.  Takeaway Truth: “The Teacher searched to find just the right words, and what he wrote 
was upright ad true…here is the conclusion of the matter:  Fear God and keep his 
commandments, for this is the duty of all mankind.”  Ecclesiastes 12:10, 13. 

 
Conclusion: We are Christ’s Significant Other 
    “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the 

two will become one flesh.  This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ the 
church.”  Ephesians 5:31-32. 

1.  What about us?  We can’t be in the lineage of Christ, but “We have the privilege of having 
His word. “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness.” Timothy 3:16. 

2.  Hosea 1:2 and 2:14-20. We are the bride of Christ; therefore, let’s surrender and let the 
work He has planned for us come to fruition even if it is uncomfortable. 
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