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The Corruption of Mankind 
Verses 1-22 

 
In Genesis six, marriage is demonized, life is shortened and violence is common place. 

After Genesis 3, satan is not mentioned by name but his influence is prevalent.   
 

Verses 1-2 
“Now it came about, when mankind began to multiply on the face of the land, and 

daughters were born to them, 2 that the sons of God saw that the daughters of mankind 
were beautiful; and they took wives for themselves, whomever they chose.” 

 
Understanding Genesis 6:1-4 is fairly simple UNTIL one brings the New Testament into 

the equation.  
 
1 Peter 3:19-20 
“… he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 20 because they formerly did not 
obey, when God's patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared…”   
 
2 Peter 2:4 
“For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them 
to chains of gloomy darkness to be kept until the judgment…” 
 
2 Peter 2:9-10 
“the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and to keep the unrighteous under 
punishment until the day of judgment, 10 and especially those who indulge in the lust of 
defiling passion and despise authority.” 
 
Jude:6 
“And the angels who did not stay within their own position of authority, but left their proper 
dwelling, he has kept in eternal chains under gloomy darkness until the judgment of the great 
day.” 
 
Mark 5:11-13 
“Now there was a large herd of pigs feeding [b]nearby on the mountain. 12 And the 
demons begged Him, saying, “Send us into the pigs so that we may enter them.” 13 Jesus gave 
them permission. And coming out, the unclean spirits entered the pigs; and the herd rushed down 
the steep bank into the sea, about two thousand of them; and they were drowned in the sea.” 
 
Luke 8:30-31 
“And Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Legion”; because many demons 
had entered him. 31 And they were begging Him not to command them to go away into the 
abyss.” 
 
Luke 11:24-26 
“When the unclean spirit comes out of a person, it passes through waterless places seeking rest, 
and not finding any, it then says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.’ 25 And when it 
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comes, it finds it swept and put in order. 26 Then it goes and brings along seven other spirits 
more evil than itself, and they come in and live there; and the last condition of that person 
becomes worse than the first.” 
 

The three primary views on the identity of the sons of God are  
1) they were fallen angels 
2) they were powerful human rulers 
3) they were godly descendants of Seth (Genesis 5) intermarrying with wicked descendants of 
Cain (Genesis 4).  
 

In the Old Testament the phrase “sons of God” always refers to angels (Job 1:6, 2:1, 
38:7). A potential problem with this first view is in Matthew 22:30, which indicates that angels 
do not marry. The Bible gives us no reason to believe that angels have a gender or are able to 
reproduce. The other two views do not present this problem. 

 
The weakness of views 2 and 3 is that ordinary human males marrying ordinary human 

females does not account for why the offspring were “giants” or “heroes of old, men of renown.” 
Further, why would God decide to bring the flood on the earth (Genesis 6:5-7) when God had 
never forbidden powerful human males or descendants of Seth to marry ordinary human females 
or descendants of Cain? The oncoming judgment of Genesis 6:5-7 is linked to what took place in 
Genesis 6:1-4. The obscene, perverse marriage of fallen angels with human females would seem 
to justify such a harsh judgment. 
 

Matthew 22:30 declares, “At the resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in 
marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven.” The text is referring to the “angels in heaven.” 
It is not referring to fallen angels, who do not care about God’s created order and in fact are 
actively seek ways to disrupt God’s plan. Some scholars believe the fact that God’s holy angels 
do not marry or engage in sexual relations does not mean the same is true of satan and his 
demons. 
 

If it is plausible that angels are capable of replicating human sexuality and possibly even 
reproduction, why do the fallen angels not do this more often? It seems that God imprisoned the 
fallen angels who committed this evil sin so that the other fallen angels would not do the same, 
as described in Jude 6.  
 

Verse 3 
“Then the LORD said, “My Spirit will not remain with man forever, because he is also 

flesh; nevertheless his days shall be 120 years.” 
 

Man’s life span did go from over nine hundred years to 120. That’s an 87% reduction. 
However, the 120 years here is the time frame from Noah to the start of the flood and the 
complete destruction of all living beings.  
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Verse 4 
“The Nephilim were on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God 

came in to the daughters of mankind, and they bore children to them. Those were the 
mighty men who were of old, men of renown.” 

 
In Hebrew, naphal, means “to fall”. So, are the Nephilim fallen angels? Many of the 

early church fathers as well as Peter and Jude believed that these Nephilim were fallen angels.  
 
Author    Source     Date 
Philo of Alexandria   Giants 6-7    20-50 B.C. 
Josephus    Antiquities Book 1.3.1  37-50 A.D. 
Peter     2 Peter 2:4-6    65-68 A.D. 
Jude     Jude 6-7    65 A.D. 
 
Church Fathers: 
Clement of Rome   Recognitions, Book 1 Ch 29   90 A.D. 
Justin martyr    1 Apology 5, 2 Apology  125 A.D. 
Clement of Alexandria  Miscellanies 5.1.10   150 A.D. 
Tertullian    Idolatry 9, Veiling 7   180 A.D. 
Origen     Contra Celsus Book V Sec LV 200 A.D. 
Eusebius of Caesarea   Preparation 5.5   280 A.D. 
Ambrose of Milan   Noah & the Ark 4.8   350 A.D.  
  
Those who believe the Nephilim were NOT Angels 
John Chrysostom   Homily on Genesis 22.6-8  380 A.D.  
Chrysostom was the archbishop of Constantinople 
 
Modern Day Theologians 
Warren Wiersbe (host of the Back to the Bible radio broadcast. Wrote for Moody Bible Institute 
taught at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School and pastored Moody Bible Church) believes the 
Nephilim were the ungodly line of Cain intermarrying the Godly line of Seth. He believes they 
were NOT angels.  
 
R.C. Sproul, agrees with Wiersbe 
 
However, John MacArthur states of the “sons of God”, “I am convinced that these are demons. 
These are demons.”  
 

Dr. Peter Gentry, Professor of Old Testament Interpretation at Southern Seminary 
says the term “Sons of God” is found in Genesis 6:2, 6:4, Job 1:6, 2:1, 38:7, Daniel 3:25 and all 
these refer to angelic beings.  The New Testament becomes a witness to this truth in 2 Peter 2:1-
10 and in Jude 6-7. Dr Gentry points out when Jesus says angels do not marry in Matthew 22:30 
and in Mark 12:25 Jesus is talking about the angels in HEAVEN. Jude, he says, points out that 
these fallen angels LEFT heaven.  

However, he believes verse 4, “The Nephilim were on the earth in those days, AND also 
afterward”, speaks to the fact that these Nephilim were there BEFORE the cohabitation of fallen 
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angels and human woman and they were there AFTER, so the fact that fallen angels had 
relations with human woman had nothing to do with the Nephilim being their offspring.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qKtHwc3mMY8 
 

Dr. Gentry goes on to say the book of Enoch has a long genealogy of all the angels, Paul 
warns Timothy (1 Timothy 1:4, 4:7) “Not to argue over endless genealogies and foolish myths”, 
meaning the book of Enoch.  
 

The disconnect here is that people are trying to place the blame for evil on angel sin when 
the focus should be on human sin.  
 

Demons were attempting to pollute the human bloodline in order to prevent the coming 
of the Messiah. God had promised that the Messiah would one day crush the head of the serpent, 
satan (Genesis 3:15). The demons in Genesis 6 were possibly attempting to prevent the crushing 
of the serpent and make it impossible for a sinless “seed of the woman” to be born.  
 

What prevents the demons from producing more Nephilim today? Fear of God! It seems 
that God put an end to demons mating with humans by placing all the demons who committed 
such an act in isolation. Jude verse 6 tells us, “The angels who did not keep their positions of 
authority but abandoned their own home—these he has kept in darkness, bound with everlasting 
chains for judgment on the great Day.” Obviously, not all demons are in “prison” today, so there 
must have been a group of demons who committed further grievous sin beyond the original fall. 
Meaning, the demons who mated with human females are the ones who are “bound with 
everlasting chains.” This fear of being bound and chained would prevent any more demons from 
attempting such sin.  
 
Revelation 9:1-3 
“And the fifth angel blew his trumpet, and I saw a star fallen from heaven to earth, and he was 
given the key to the shaft of the bottomless pit. 2 He opened the shaft of the bottomless pit, and 
from the shaft rose smoke like the smoke of a great furnace, and the sun and the air were 
darkened with the smoke from the shaft. 3 Then from the smoke came locusts on the earth, and 
they were given power like the power of scorpions of the earth.” 
 

Verses 5-7 
“Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of mankind was great on the earth, and that every 
intent of the thoughts of their hearts was only evil continually. 6 So the Lord was sorry that 

He had made mankind on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. 7 Then 
the Lord said, “I will wipe out mankind whom I have created from the face of the land; 

mankind, and animals as well, and crawling things, and the birds of the sky. For I am sorry 
that I have made them.” 

 
In Genesis 1, God saw that “it was good.” In Genesis 6, God says the earth was wicked. 

What happened between Genesis 1 and Genesis 6?  
 

The New Testament explains how God used the mouth of two witnesses, Noah and 
Enoch, to call for repentance. 
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2 Peter 2:5 
“…Noah, a herald of righteousness…” 
Jude 14 
“It was also about these people that Enoch … prophesied …” 

In the days of Noah, God used two witnesses to prophesize and call people to repentance. 
The same will happen in the Tribulation period. 
Revelation 11:3 
“And I will grant authority to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed 
in sackcloth.” 

Verse 8 
“But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD.” 

 
Enoch walked with God (Genesis 5:21). He walked obediently and trusted God, so much 

so that God took him (Genesis 5:24). 
Enoch taught his son, Methuselah to walk with God who, in turn, taught his son, 

Lamech to walk faithfully and obediently with God who in turn taught his son Noah to do the 
same.  
 

Enoch to Methuselah to Lamech to Noah is an example of the IMPORTANCE 
of fathers and grandfathers teaching their children the ways of the Lord! 

 
Verses 9-10 

“These are the records of the generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in 
his generation. Noah walked with God. 10 And Noah fathered three sons: Shem, Ham, and 

Japheth.” 
 

This is the first time in Scripture a man is called righteous. WHAT was it that made Noah 
righteous? The answer is simple, FAITH. He believed God. How do we know this? Once again 
one needs to turn to the New Testament. 
Hebrews 11:7 
“By faith Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seen, in reverence prepared an ark 
for the salvation of his household, by which he condemned the world, and became an heir of the 
righteousness which is according to faith.” 
 
Being righteous by having faith is a concept throughout Scripture: 
 Romans 1:17 “For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is 
written: “But the righteous one will live by faith.” 
 Romans 3:21 “it is the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those 
who believe” 
 2 Corinthians 5:21 “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin in our behalf, so that we 
might become the righteousness of God in Him.” 
 Philippians 3:9 “and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own 
derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness 
which comes from God on the basis of faith” 
 Titus 3:5 “He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we did in righteousness, but in 
accordance with His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit” 
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 2 Peter 1:1 “To those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the 
righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ” 
 

Verses 11-13 
“Now the earth was corrupt in the sight of God, and the earth was filled with 

violence. 12 And God looked on the earth, and behold, it was corrupt; for humanity had 
corrupted its way upon the earth. 13 Then God said to Noah, “The end of humanity has 

come before Me; for the earth is filled with violence because of people; and behold, I am 
about to destroy them with the earth.” 

 
When God saw the earth, He saw corruption and violence. Again, the New Testament 

fills in some of the details. Ungodly people were committing ungodly deeds in ungodly ways and 
speaking ungodly words against the Lord. 
Jude 15 
“…to execute judgment on all and to convict all the ungodly of all their deeds of ungodliness 
that they have committed in such an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things that ungodly 
sinners have spoken against him.”  
 

Since Noah was a preacher of righteousness, one can only imagine how hard that 
message was to communicate to a world filled with corruption and violence. Like Moses in 
Egypt and Daniel in Babylon, Noah had to stand in opposition against his peers. One can also 
only imagine the weight Noah must have felt bearing the knowledge that God’s intention was to 
“destroy the earth” and that the “end of humanity” had come. The modern-day righteous one 
should bear the same burden knowing the Tribulation is still to come.  
 

What does the days of Noah include? 
 A population explosion (6:1) 
 Sexual perversion (6:2) 
 demonic activity (6:2) 
 Man’s heart will be filled with evil (6:5) 
 Widespread corruption and violence (6:11) 
 

Verses 14-16 
“Make for yourself an ark of gopher wood; you shall make the ark with compartments, 
and cover it inside and out with pitch. 15 This is how you shall make it: the length of the 

ark shall be three hundred cubits, its width fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits. 16 You 
shall make a window for the ark, and finish it to a cubit from the top; and put the door of 

the ark on the side; you shall make it with lower, second, and third decks” 
 

The ark was designed for flotation not navigation. No one today knows what gopher 
wood is. It was something that was pre flood. Some believe it was a type of cedar but that’s all 
speculation. The ark was 450 feet long, one and half football fields. It had three decks standing 
over four stories tall, a series of small windows and one door. Only one way in and out, just as 
the Tabernacle would later have only one entrance and just as Jesus would proclaim that He and 
He only was the only way to the father and eternal life.  
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A more interesting fact is the use of pitch. "Pitch" was a waterproof type glue substance. 
Its covering kept the judgment waters outside. The blood of Christ seals the believer from the 
flood of God's eternal judgment. The same word for "pitch" is also translated as "atonement". 
Leviticus 17:11 “For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you on the altar to 
make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood by reason of the life that makes atonement.” 
 

There were two arks that were covered with "pitch", Noah's Ark and Moses' basket. 
Exodus 2:3 “But when she could no longer hide him, she got him a papyrus basket and covered 
it with tar and pitch. Then she put the child in it and set it among the reeds by the bank of the 
Nile.” 

 
Verses 17-21 

“Now behold, I Myself am bringing the flood of water upon the earth, to destroy all flesh in 
which there is the breath of life, from under heaven; everything that is on the earth shall 

perish. 18 But I will establish My covenant with you; and you shall enter the ark—you, your 
sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives with you. 19 And of every living thing of all flesh, you 
shall bring two of every kind into the ark, to keep them alive with you; they shall be male 
and female. 20 Of the birds according to their kind, and of the animals according to their 
kind, of every crawling thing of the ground according to its kind, two of every kind will 

come to you to keep them alive. 21 As for you, take for yourself some of every food that is 
edible, and gather it to yourself; and it shall be food for you and them.” 

 
This is the first time in Scripture the word ‘Covenant’ is used. However, Noah is not told 

what the covenant is until AFTER the flood.  
 

Verse 22 
“Noah did this; he did all that God commanded him.” 

 
Without the use of heavy machinery, without the convenience of chain saws, without the use of 

trucks, Noah and his sons built the ark.  It took over a century of hard work and the withstanding 
of mocking from his neighbors and peers.  

 
All Noah had was a detailed plan from God as to how to build the ark and a promise from God. 
For Noah that was all he needed, the righteous trust in and on God’s Word, even when that is all 

one has.  
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The Flood 
Verses 1-24 

 
Verses 1-9 

“Then the LORD said to Noah, “Enter the ark, you and all your household, for you alone I 
have seen to be righteous before Me in this generation. 2 You shall take with you seven pairs 

of every clean animal, a male and his female; and two of the animals that are not clean, a 
male and his female; 3 also of the birds of the sky, seven pairs, male and female, to 

keep their offspring alive on the face of all the earth. 4 For after seven more days, I will send 
rain on the earth for forty days and forty nights; and I will wipe out from the face of the 
land every living thing that I have made.” 5 So Noah acted in accordance with everything 

that the LORD had commanded him. 6 Now Noah was six hundred years old when the flood 
of water came upon the earth. 7 Then Noah and his sons, his wife, and his sons’ wives with 
him entered the ark because of the waters of the flood. 8 Of clean animals and animals that 
are not clean and birds and everything that crawls on the ground, 9 they all went into the 

ark to Noah by twos, male and female, as God had commanded Noah.” 
 

Noah became a father at the age of five hundred. He entered the ark at the age of six 
hundred. Chapter 7 reveals God’s final words to Noah before he entered the ark.  God’s last 
recorded words to Noah were: 
“For after seven more days, I will send rain on the earth for forty days and forty nights; and I 
will wipe out from the face of the land every living thing that I have made.”  
 

The year of the flood was the year Methuselah died. Once this righteous man died, 
nothing held God back from completing His plan. God’s patience had run out (1 Peter 3:20). The 
birds, animals and even the creepy things all obeyed their Creator’s command as He called them 
to the ark. This was in contrast to man, who was made in the image of God, and refused to obey 
God.  
 

Seven pair of clean animals were to be brought on the ark to be used as a sacrifice once 
the waters receded.   
 

Verses 10-12 
“Now it came about after the seven days, that the waters of the flood came upon the 

earth. 11 In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the seventeenth 
day of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep burst open, and 

the floodgates of the sky were opened. 12 The rain fell upon the earth for forty days and 
forty nights.” 

 
On the 10th day of the 2nd month, Noah and his family moved into the ark as they finished 

final preparations. One week later, the rain started on the 17th day of the 2nd month. At the end of 
that final preparation week the huge heavy door was slammed shut by God. One can only 
imagine what it would have been like for Noah and his family to be sitting inside the ark as God 
closed the door shut. What went through their minds? They had no idea how long they were 
going to have to live in this floating abode. It would be one year and days later that God would 
open the door (Genesis 8:14-16). 
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Water came forth from the ground and from the sky above. When God created the earth 

He separated the waters, now He was once again uniting them.  
 

The rain lasted for 40 days and 40 nights, until the 27th day of the 3rd month, but the water 
continued to rise for another 110 days (Vs 24) totaling 150 days. It would take another 150 days 
for the water to recede (8:3). This would be the 17th day of the 12th month. 2 months and 10 days 
later Noah and his family were able to release the animals back onto the newly cleansed earth 
and depart from the ark, having spent one year and ten days living inside the ark.  
 

Both Jesus and Luke used the flood as an example of what it will be like for the world 
when Jesus returns and Peter explains that the world will once again experience a world-wide 
judgment, this time not by water but by fire.  
 
Matthew 24:37-39 
“For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah. 38 For as in those days 
before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day 
that Noah entered the ark, 39 and they did not understand until the flood came and took them all 
away; so will the coming of the Son of Man be.”  
 
Luke 17:26-30 
“And just as it happened in the days of Noah, so will it also be in the days of the Son of 
Man: 27 people were eating, they were drinking, they were marrying, and they were being given 
in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them 
all. 28 [s]It was the same as happened in the days of Lot: they were eating, they were drinking, 
they were buying, they were selling, they were planting, and they were building; 29 but on the 
day that Lot left Sodom, it rained fire and [t]brimstone from heaven and destroyed them all. 30 It 
will be [u]just the same on the day that the Son of Man is revealed.” 
 
2 Peter 3:3-7 
“Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after 
their own lusts, 4 and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the 
fathers fell asleep, all things continue just as they were from the beginning of 
creation.” 5 For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of 
God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water, 6 through 
which the world at that time was destroyed by being flooded with water. 7 But by His word the 
present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and 
destruction of ungodly people.” 
 

Verses 13-24 
“On this very same day Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah’s wife 

and the three wives of his sons with them, entered the ark, 14 they and every animal according 
to its kind, and all the livestock according to their kind, and every crawling thing that crawls 

on the earth according to its kind, and every bird according to its kind, all sorts of birds. 15 So 
they went into the ark to Noah, by twos of all flesh in which there was the breath of 

life. 16 Those that entered, male and female of all flesh, entered as God had commanded him; 
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and the Lord closed the door behind him. 17 Then the flood came upon the earth for forty 
days, and the water increased and lifted up the ark, so that it rose above the earth. 18 The 
water prevailed and increased greatly upon the earth, and the ark floated on the surface of 
the water. 19 And the water prevailed more and more upon the earth, so that all the high 

mountains everywhere under the heavens were covered. 20 The water prevailed fifteen cubits 
higher, and the mountains were covered. 21 So all creatures that moved on the earth perished: 

birds, livestock, animals, and every swarming thing that swarms upon the earth, and all 
mankind; 22 of all that was on the dry land, all in whose nostrils was the breath of the spirit of 

life, died. 23 So He wiped out every living thing that was upon the face of the land, from 
mankind to animals, to crawling things, and the birds of the sky, and they were wiped out from 

the earth; and only Noah was left, together with those that were with him in the ark. 24 The 
water prevailed upon the earth for 150 days.” 

 
God’s plan of de-creation became reality. “The water prevailed upon the earth for 150 

days”. This is an interesting time frame because in the Tribulation period, the fifth trumpet has 
demonic activity attacking man for a period of five months or 150 days!  
 
Revelation 9:7-11 
“The appearance of the locusts was like horses prepared for battle; and on their heads appeared 
to be crowns like gold, and their faces were like human faces. 8 They had hair like the hair of 
women, and their teeth were like the teeth of lions. 9 They had breastplates like breastplates of 
iron; and the sound of their wings was like the sound of chariots, of many horses rushing to 
battle. 10 They have tails like scorpions, and stings; and in their tails is their power to hurt 
people for five months. 11 They have as king over them, the angel of the abyss; his name 
in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in the Greek he has the name Apollyon.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


