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The Sacrifice of Isaac 
Verses 1-24 

 
What is faith? When someone says they are a person of faith, what are they saying?  

 
Verses 1-2 

“After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here 
I am.” 2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of 

Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall 
tell you.” 

 
Does God test people? If so, why? What is the desired purpose and outcome? Genesis 22 

was a test. At the time Abraham may not have known that but Scripture lets the modern-day 
reader understand this, “God tested Abraham and said to him, “… 2 Take your son, your only son 
Isaac, whom you love, and go…”(Hebrews 11:17).  

 
Tests are designed to stretch us, to allow us to grow and to mature. Faith needs to be 

exercised; Abraham was a man of faith. His faith journey began back in Ur, when God told him 
to go to a land He would show him. Abraham’s faith was rewarded when God explained that He 
was going to make Abraham into a great nation, a nation that would bless the entire world. 
Because Abraham had such real faith, it was often tested. 

 Abraham passed the family test when, in obedience, he left his family in Ur. 
 Abraham failed the famine test, when he chose on his own to go down to Egypt 
 Abraham twice failed the honesty test when he lied about Sarah to both the Pharoah in 

Egypt and again to Abimelech. 
 Abraham passed the selfish test when he allowed Lot to choose the greener pasture  
 Abraham passed the courage test when he went after the victorious kings who took Lot 
 Abraham passed the greed test when he refused the wealth, the spoils of war 
 Abraham failed the fatherhood test when he listened to Sarai and took Hagar to have a 

child with 
 Abraham passed the family test when he separated and sent Hagar and Ishmael away 

 
Not every trial or challenging life experience is a test from God. All of us face temptations, 

but none of us face the same testing from God. Notice Lot was never asked by God to face the 
same testing as Abraham was. Why not? Because Lot never stepped away from the temptations 
of the world; he never reached a level of maturity where God’s testing could grow his service to 
the kingdom.  Each of Abraham’s tests were designed to increase his trusting in God and to grow 
in his spiritual maturity.  
  

Abraham’s greatest test came in Genesis 22 when God told Abraham to offer Isaac as a 
burnt offering, even though this was before the sacrifice system. In places such as Ur, home of 
the Canaanites, human sacrifices, especially child sacrifices, were an accepted part of that 
culture. When God told Abraham to take, to go, and to offer Isaac, the image Abraham would 
have had in his head was grotesque. The method of offering a burnt offering was to cut the throat 
of the sacrifice, then dismember the body and sacrifice the body parts in a consuming fire. The 
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entire sacrifice was to become a pile of ashes. That would have been the image Abraham would 
have had in his head as they traveled the three-day journey to Mt. Moriah.  Upon arrival, 
Abraham was to perform this sacrifice with his own hands.   
 

Verses 3-5 
“So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young 

men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and 
went to the place of which God had told him. 4 On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes 
and saw the place from afar. 5 Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the 

donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.” 
 

It seemed Abraham’s obedience was instant as he “rose early in the morning,” to begin 
this task. Sometimes God asks us to do what seems impossible but this command seemed 
unreasonable. Most of us would, at a minimum, request an explanation from God as to why He 
would ask such a thing as this. Perhaps as Abraham laid in his tent that night, he remembered the 
night God took him outside and told him to look up at the stars in the sky and to try to count 
them. An impossible task, God promised that was an example of the descendants that would 
come from Abraham (Genesis 15). Maybe he remembered the day God had Abraham split 
animals in half and God alone walked through the cut pieces of the animal carcass, sealing the 
covenant, the promise, God made with Abraham of his descendants getting the land (Genesis 
15). Maybe he remembered the treaty at Beersheba when Abraham acknowledged God as the 
Everlasting God (Genesis 21). Whatever the case, Abraham rose early in the morning, seemingly 
without hesitation, and obediently began the task at hand. Faith does not demand explanations; 
faith rests on promises.  
 
Hebrews 11:8-12 
“By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his 
inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 9 By faith he 
made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did 
Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to 
the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11 And by faith even Sarah, who 
was past childbearing age, was enabled to bear children because she considered him 
faithful who had made the promise. 12 And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came 
descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore.” 
 

Verses 6-8 
“And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he 

took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 7 And Isaac said 
to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “Behold, 
the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God 
will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them 

together.” 
 
Abraham placed the wood for the burnt offering on Isaac. Like Jesus carrying His own cross, 
Isaac carried the wood on his back as they began the climb up Mt. Moriah, later know as 
Golgotha or Calvary.  
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John 17:19 
“They took Jesus, therefore, and He went out, carrying His own cross, to the place called the 
Place of a Skull, which in Hebrew is called, Golgotha.” 
 

Well before the doctrine of resurrection was taught, Abraham believed in this doctrine. 
How do we know this? The New Testament provides some insight into what Abraham believed. 
He believed that God would raise Isaac from the dead because of the promises God made, and 
because Isaac was needed to fulfill those promises.   
Hebrews 11:17-19 
“By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises 
was in the act of offering up his only son, 18 of whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall your 
offspring be named.” 19 He considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, 
from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back.” 
 

Isaac asked his father, “where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” and Abraham 
replied, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” This displayed not 
only Abraham’s trust in God but the son’s trust in the Father, another parallel to Jesus and the 
Father.  
 

Verses 9-12 
“When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there 

and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the 
wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11 But 
the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he 

said, “Here I am.” 12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, 
for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, 

from me.” 
 

Abraham would not have been able to offer Isaac as a sacrifice without Isaac’s consent. 
Just as Jesus obeyed the Father and willingly went to the Cross, Isaac willingly allowed his 
hands and feet to be tied as he laid on the altar. God responds to faith. God responds to 
obedience.  

 
I opened this chapter by asking, what is faith? I asked, when someone says they are a 

person of faith, what are they saying? If they respond by saying I believe in God, but yet they do 
not do things for God, are they really a person of faith? Abraham was a man of faith. Repeatedly 
Abraham acted in faith. Maybe never more so than on that mountaintop looking his son in the 
eye with a knife in his hand.  
James 2:20-24 
“Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from works is useless? 21 Was 
not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You 
see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by his works; 23 and the 
Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as 
righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God. 24 You see that a person is justified by 
works and not by faith alone.” 
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Verses 13-14 
“And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in 
a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt 
offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called the name of that place, “The LORD will 

provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” 
 

When one is called to give up their Isaac, whatever is most precious to us, God becomes 
Jehovah Jireh, our provider. God’s tests will never contradict God’s promises. What could 
Abraham depend on? He could not depend on his emotions because his emotions would not have 
taken his one and only son up to that mountaintop. All Abraham had was God. All he could 
depend on was God. When does God provide? When we are doing what He asks us to do, not 
always when we are doing what we want to do. How does God provide? In a way that meets the 
need we have. God did not send a herd of animals up that mountaintop, Abraham only needed 
one animal as a substitute so God sent just one ram to get caught in a bush. To whom does God 
provide for? To those who trust in Him and to those who are obedient to His Word. Doing as we 
wish and expecting God to provide is not a wise plan. Why does God provide? So ultimately, He 
is glorified and His kingdom comes first. As Jesus taught us to pray, he said; 
Matthew 6:9-10 
“Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
10 Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” 
 

Verses 15-19 
“And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16 and said, “By 
myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not withheld 

your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your 
offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring 

shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18 and in your offspring shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 19 So Abraham returned to his young 
men, and they arose and went together to Beersheba. And Abraham lived at Beersheba.” 

 
God responds to us as we respond to Him. Abraham’s act of obedience and faith was so 

extraordinary. We see God do something He had never done before, He swore an oath to 
Himself. Why did He do this? Because there is no one higher or greater than Himself to swear an 
oath to.  
Hebrews 6:13-15 
“When God made his promise to Abraham, since there was no one greater for him to swear by, 
he swore by himself, 14 saying, “I will surely bless you and give you many descendants.” 15 And 
so after waiting patiently, Abraham received what was promised.” 
 

Verses 20-24 
“Now after these things it was told to Abraham, “Behold, Milcah also has borne children to 

your brother Nahor: 21 Uz his firstborn, Buz his brother, Kemuel the father of 
Aram, 22 Chesed, Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph, and Bethuel.” 23 (Bethuel fathered Rebekah.) 

These eight Milcah bore to Nahor, Abraham's brother. 24 Moreover, his concubine, whose 
name was Reumah, bore Tebah, Gaham, Tahash, and Maacah.” 
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The greatest outcome of going through trials and tests is that we grow closer to the Father 
and become more like the Son. The promises made to Abraham by God was descendants 
beginning with Isaac and multiplying as much as there are stars in the heavens and sand on the 
beach. Ultimately the Messiah will come through Abraham’s lineage. 

In contrast this chapter ends with Abraham’s brothers who he left back in Ur (11:29). 
They too had offspring, one of them being a daughter named Rebekah, who will later become 
Isaac’s wife.  
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Death and Burial of Sarah 
Verses 1-20 

 
Verses 1-2 

“Now Sarah lived 127 years; these were the years of the life of Sarah. 2 Sarah died 
in Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan; and Abraham came in to mourn 

for Sarah and to weep for her.” 
 

Sarah died in Hebron which is located in the heart of the Promised Land. We are told she lived 
127 years, which makes her the only woman in Scripture whose age is given at the time of death. 
As Abraham’s wife, she was by his side through it all. She was there when: 

 Abraham struggled how to respond to a famine in the land of Canaan 
 Abraham took his family down to Egypt 
 When kings attacked Sodom and took Lot captive 
 When he returned victorious from battle 
 When he bowed and served Melchizedeck 
 When he interceded for Sodom and the surrounding area 
 When he fathered Ishmael 
 When God promised to give them a child in their old age 

 
Sarah was also a woman of faith. 
Isaiah 51:1-2 
“Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the LORD: look to the rock from 
which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. 2 Look to Abraham your 
father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I called him, that I might bless him 
and multiply him.” 
 
Hebrews 11:11 
“By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she 
considered him faithful who had promised.” 
 

 Verses 3-6 
“3 Then Abraham arose from mourning before his dead, and spoke to the sons of Heth, 

saying, 4 “I am a stranger and a foreign resident among you; give me a burial site among 
you so that I may bury my dead out of my sight.” 5 The sons of Heth answered Abraham, 
saying to him, 6 “Hear us, my lord: you are a mighty prince among us; bury your dead in 

the choicest of our graves; none of us will refuse you his grave for burying your dead.” 
 

As Abraham mourned the death of his wife, he also had foresight looking ahead to the 
day when the land God promised him and his descendants would actually be theirs. For now, 
Abraham was still considered a stranger in the land God said will someday be his. For now, the 
Hittites called it home. Like Abraham, Solomon had foresight noting that life here on earth is 
temporary. One should look beyond earth and see what awaits them in eternity. As did Moses 
(Leviticus 25:23, and David (1 Chronicles 29:14, Psalm 39:12). Paul also wrote about our 
citizenship not being on this earth but ultimately in heaven.  
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Ecclesiastes 7:2 
“It is better to go to the house of mourning than to go to the house of feasting, for this is the 
end of all mankind, and the living will lay it to heart.” 
Philippians 3:20 
“But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,” 
 

Why did Abraham pick Hebron for Sarah’s burial site? Because it was in the middle of 
the Promised Land, land that Abraham by faith, knew his family would someday possess… 
Genesis 12:7 
“Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he 
built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him.” 
Genesis 13:15 
“for all the land that you see I will give to you and to your offspring forever.” 
Genesis 13:17 
“Arise, walk through the length and the breadth of the land, for I will give it to you.” 
Genesis 15:18 
“On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your offspring I give this land, 
from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates” 
Genesis 17:8 
“And I will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all the land 
of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I will be their God.” 
 

This is a sight Abraham was familiar with; he would build an altar to the Lord here 
(13:18). Seeing beyond the present, Abraham wanted Sarah’s bones to be in the land when his 
descendants arrived. It is interesting how pagan Canaanites publicly recognized Abraham and his 
God, calling him, “a mighty prince among us.” The fact that these Canaanites recognize 
Abraham the way they do should be remembered years later when Joshua comes into Jericho. 
They recognized Abraham’s God but they choose to not worship Him.  
 

Verses 7-9 
“So Abraham stood up and bowed to the people of the land, the sons of Heth. 8 And he 

spoke with them, saying, “If you are willing to let me bury my dead out of my sight, listen 
to me, and plead with Ephron the son of Zohar for me, 9 that he may give me the cave of 

Machpelah which he owns, which is at the end of his field; for the full price let him give it 
to me in your presence for a burial site.” 

 
Notice all that Abraham asks for was the cave. He did not ask for the field, just the cave.  

Out of respect Abraham humbly makes this request by bowing as he negotiated with Ephron the 
Hittite. This will become the only piece of land Abraham actually owns.  
 

Verses 10-16 
“10 Now Ephron was sitting among the sons of Heth; and Ephron the Hittite answered 
Abraham so that the sons of Heth heard, that is, all who entered the gate of his city, 

saying, 11 “No, my lord, listen to me; I give you the field, and I give you the cave that is in it. 
In the presence of the sons of my people I give it to you; bury your dead.” 12 And Abraham 

bowed before the people of the land. 13 But he spoke to Ephron so that the people of the 
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land heard, saying, “If you will only please listen to me; I will give the price of the field, 
accept it from me so that I may bury my dead there.” 14 Then Ephron answered Abraham, 

saying to him, 15 “My lord, listen to me: a plot of land worth four hundred shekels of 
silver—what is that between me and you? So bury your dead.” 16 Abraham listened to 

Ephron; and Abraham weighed out for Ephron the silver which he had named in 
the presence of the sons of Heth, four hundred shekels of silver, currency acceptable to a 

merchant.” 
 

Oftentimes a seller will offer to give an item away to an interested buyer. The buyer will 
reject the act of charity and offer to buy the merchandise or land. The seller will then set a price, 
often a higher price than the item or property is worth. That number then becomes the starting 
point for negotiations. However, Abraham did not bargain. He agreed to the seller’s price, 
knowing it was overpriced.  

 
All Abraham wanted was the cave but the Hittite included the field as well causing the 

price to escalate. More land, more cost. “four hundred shekels of silver—what is that between me 
and you?” This was before coins; four hundred shekels was a weight not a coin. It was over six 
pounds of silver.  
 

Verses 17-20 
“So Ephron’s field, which was in Machpelah, which faced Mamre, the field and the cave 

which was in it, and all the trees which were in the field, that were within all the confines of 
its border, were deeded over 18 to Abraham as a possession in the presence of the sons of 
Heth, before all who entered the gate of his city. 19 After this, Abraham buried his wife 

Sarah in the cave of the field of Machpelah facing Mamre (that is, Hebron), in the land of 
Canaan. 20 So the field and the cave that was in it were deeded over to Abraham for a 

burial site by the sons of Heth.” 
 

The sale took place in the city gate, in front of many witnesses. Six pounds of silver were 
measured out.  

 

   
The cave inside the Muslim shrine in Hebron 

 
The cave of Machpelah, also called the Cave of the Patriarchs. The burial place of Abraham 

(25:9), Sarah, Isaac and, Rebekah (49:31), Jacob and Leah (50:13). 
 


