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Abraham and Abimelech 
Verses 1-18 

 
Verses 1-3 

“From there Abraham journeyed toward the territory of the Negeb and lived 
between Kadesh and Shur; and he sojourned in Gerar. 2 And Abraham said of Sarah his 

wife, “She is my sister.” And Abimelech king of Gerar sent and took Sarah. 3 But God came 
to Abimelech in a dream by night and said to him, “Behold, you are a dead man because of 

the woman whom you have taken, for she is a man's wife.” 
 

Abraham and Abimelech: if you were being introduced to these two men for the very first 
time, who would you say was the better of the two? Which one showed integrity? Which one 
showed generosity? Which one lied? Which one do you think followed God? Something 
everyone should appreciate about Scripture is that it is always honest. It always shows man as he 
is, blemishes and all. Noah got drunk (9:20-21), Moses lost his temper (Numbers 20:1-13), 
David committed adultery (2 Samuel 11), and Peter denied the Lord, three times! All of these 
human failures are a warning to be careful how quickly the flesh can act and how quickly sin can 
be the result.  
1 Corinthians 10: 11-13 
“Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were written down for our 
instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. 12 Therefore let anyone who thinks that he 
stands take heed lest he fall. 13 No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God 
is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will 
also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.” 

 
 
After living in Hebron, Abraham decided to move however the area he moved to would 

have been considered enemy territory. That does not excuse his behavior. The lie Abraham told 
Pharaoh in Egypt resurfaced. What is amazing is the original lie of Sarah being his sister was 
given after God had promised Abraham a blessing in the land He was going to show him. Now 
there was a famine, so one might be able to justify his decision to go to Egypt but this time in 
Gerar there is no excuse. Abraham had just received word of another blessing directly from God. 
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Within a year he and Sarah were to have a child. Why move, especially towards the direction of 
Sodom? Why lie, especially after receiving the word from God?  

Verses 4-7 
“Now Abimelech had not approached her. So he said, “Lord, will you kill an innocent 

people? 5 Did he not himself say to me, ‘She is my sister’? And she herself said, ‘He is my 
brother.’ In the integrity of my heart and the innocence of my hands I have done 

this.” 6 Then God said to him in the dream, “Yes, I know that you have done this in the 
integrity of your heart, and it was I who kept you from sinning against me. Therefore I did 
not let you touch her. 7 Now then, return the man's wife, for he is a prophet, so that he will 

pray for you, and you shall live. But if you do not return her, know that you shall surely die, 
you and all who are yours.” 

 
Once again God directly intervenes before Sarah is violated. The pagan Canaanite king 

was deceived but before sin could be committed, God warned him of the consequences if he 
chose to disregard God’s command. He and all with him would be put to death. Its ironic that 
this pagan king’s destiny is now tied to Abraham praying for him! Even in our failures and 
weakness God still uses us.  

 
Abraham becomes the first person in Scripture to be called a prophet (Vs 7). The English 

word prophet comes from two Greek words, pro (on behalf of) and phemni (to say), meaning a 
prophet is one who speaks on behalf of another. Biblical prophets spoke on behalf of God. In the 
Bible some are speaking prophets (Nathan, Elijah, Elisha) and some were writing prophets 
(Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel). The criteria to be called a prophet is twofold, one had to speak the 
truth (Deuteronomy 18:22) and one must not lead people away from God (Deuteronomy 13:1-5).  

Verses 8-10 
“So Abimelech rose early in the morning and called all his servants and told them all these 
things. And the men were very much afraid. 9 Then Abimelech called Abraham and said to 

him, “What have you done to us? And how have I sinned against you, that you have 
brought on me and my kingdom a great sin? You have done to me things that ought not to 
be done.” 10 And Abimelech said to Abraham, “What did you see, that you did this thing?” 
 

The pagan king asks Abraham the same questions we want to know. Why did you do 
what you did? This pagan king did have the fear of God in his heart. A lesson for the modern-day 
believer can be found here. Regardless of your past, pledge to never descend back into deception. 
Do not let fear control your walk with the Lord. Let faith trump fear, not by your own might, but 
by trusting in the Lord.  
 

Verses 11-13 
“Abraham said, “I did it because I thought, ‘There is no fear of God at all in this place, 

and they will kill me because of my wife.’ 12 Besides, she is indeed my sister, the daughter of 
my father though not the daughter of my mother, and she became my wife. 13 And 

when God caused me to wander from my father's house, I said to her, ‘This is the kindness 
you must do me: at every place to which we come, say of me, “He is my brother.” 

 
Abraham’s response was lacking but it also was revealing. Abraham admits that since the 

day God called him to leave his home of Ur, that he asked Sarah to partner with him in deception. 
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As they traveled through many territories, he asked her to consistently lie, saying she is his sister 
not his wife. Rationally Abraham was thinking if they came across evil kings, which he knew 
they would, they would kill the husband and take the wife. Whereas if she was a sister they 
would have to ‘pay’ for her. That might be best for Abraham but what does that do to and for 
Sarah!? If God was asking them to go and to travel across enemy land, wouldn’t one who trusted 
God enough to go, trust God enough to protect them? 
 

Verses 14-18 
“Then Abimelech took sheep and oxen, and male servants and female servants, and gave 

them to Abraham, and returned Sarah his wife to him. 15 And Abimelech said, “Behold, my 
land is before you; dwell where it pleases you.” 16 To Sarah he said, “Behold, I have 

given your brother a thousand pieces of silver. It is a sign of your innocence in the eyes of 
all who are with you, and before everyone you are vindicated.” 17 Then Abraham prayed to 

God, and God healed Abimelech, and also healed his wife and female slaves so that they 
bore children. 18 For the LORD had closed all the wombs of the house of Abimelech because 

of Sarah, Abraham's wife.” 
 

This pagan Canaanite king responded in two ways, first he showered Abraham with more 
wealth and second, he removed Abraham’s status as an alien in the land, allowing his to go and 
stay where he pleased. In return, Abraham prayed for Abimelech and God responded to 
Abraham’s prayer with grace.  
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The Birth of Isaac 
Verses 1-7 

 
Verses 1-5 

“The LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did to Sarah as he had 
promised. 2 And Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age at the time of 

which God had spoken to him. 3 Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him, 
whom Sarah bore him, Isaac. 4 And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight 
days old, as God had commanded him. 5 Abraham was a hundred years old when his son 

Isaac was born to him.” 
 

Pregnant with her first child at age 90! Twice in these opening verses we are reminded of 
God’s faithfulness. God did “as He had said” and “as He promised”.  A year earlier when Sarah 
heard the Lord tell Abraham of the coming birth of this child, Sarah laughed to herself (18:13-
15). Now that this child was born it was time to name him. They gave him the name Isaac, which 
means “laughter”. Isaac, Abraham’s true heir, was the first child to be circumcised at birth.  
 

Verses 6-7 
“And Sarah said, “God has made laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh over 

me.” 7 And she said, “Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse 
children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.” 

 
Sometimes God does things that are too wonderful to put into words, I imagine that is 

how heaven is. Here Sarah, who once laughed at the thought of having a child at her age, now 
rejoices with pure joy.  
 

God Protects Hagar and Ishmael 
Verses 8-21 

 
Verses 8-13 

“And the child grew and was weaned. And Abraham made a great feast on the day that 
Isaac was weaned. 9 But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to 
Abraham, laughing. 10 So she said to Abraham, “Cast out this slave woman with her son, 
for the son of this slave woman shall not be heir with my son Isaac.” 11 And the thing was 
very displeasing to Abraham on account of his son. 12 But God said to Abraham, “Be not 
displeased because of the boy and because of your slave woman. Whatever Sarah says to 

you, do as she tells you, for through Isaac shall your offspring be named. 13 And I will 
make a nation of the son of the slave woman also, because he is your offspring.” 

 
The name of Isaac is recorded three times in this passage. Earlier Sarah had mistreated 

Hagar. Now the tables have turned to where Ishmael was mocking Isaac. The weaning of Isaac 
caused a reaction of celebration. Abraham was throwing a great feast. The attention given to 
Isaac caused the mocking response from Ishmael which caused the anger response from Sarah. 
This dynamic is the foundation of the Arab-Israeli conflict still with us today.  
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Galatians 4:28-29 
“For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by a slave woman and one by a free 
woman. 23 But the son of the slave was born according to the flesh, while the son of the free 
woman was born through promise.” 
 

In Galatians Paul writes about the story of Ishmael and Isaac.  For the born-again believer, 
he is first born of the flesh and then born again of the spirit. To explain this Paul uses these two 
sons as an example, one born of the flesh and the other born of the spirit.  
 

As the tension between the two mothers increased, Abraham anguished, but God again 
intervened and offered some encouragement. The Lord revealed that Ishmael will have a future; 
he will not be the heir, but he will be blessed. God did not abandon Ishmael, for he was 
Abraham’s son.  
 

Verses 14-18 
“So Abraham rose early in the morning and took bread and a skin of water and gave it to 

Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And she 
departed and wandered in the wilderness of Beersheba. 

15 When the water in the skin was gone, she put the child under one of the bushes. 16 Then 
she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a bowshot, for 

she said, “Let me not look on the death of the child.” And as she sat opposite him, she lifted 
up her voice and wept. 17 And God heard the voice of the boy, and the angel of God called 
to Hagar from heaven and said to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Fear not, for God has 
heard the voice of the boy where he is. 18 Up! Lift up the boy, and hold him fast with your 

hand, for I will make him into a great nation.” 
 

Abraham gave Hagar as many supplies as she could carry. It says that Ishmael was a 
child. We know that this happened as Isaac was being weaned, which commonly occurred 
around age 3, which would have made Ishmael 17. The water they had lasted as long as the 
desert of Beersheba. We can see her desperation as Hagar was willing to give up. If anyone ever 
wants to see a picture of God’s grace, here is a perfect example. In their time of rejection and 
desperation, God speaks to the slave woman and confirms life is not over and her boy has a 
future. 

Verses 19-21 
“Then God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water. And she went and filled the skin 

with water and gave the boy a drink. 20 And God was with the boy, and he grew up. He 
lived in the wilderness and became an expert with the bow. 21 He lived in the wilderness of 

Paran, and his mother took a wife for him from the land of Egypt.” 
 

This is the last time Hagar appears in Scripture. It’s a picture of God, by His grace, 
meeting her needs. The words God spoke that day did come to pass as Ishmael found a wife from 
Egypt and became the father of the Arab race.  
 

A Treaty with Abimelech 
Verses 22-34 
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Verses 22-24 
“At that time Abimelech and Phicol the commander of his army said to Abraham, “God is 
with you in all that you do. 23 Now therefore swear to me here by God that you will not deal 

falsely with me or with my descendants or with my posterity, but as I have dealt kindly 
with you, so you will deal with me and with the land where you have sojourned.” 24 And 

Abraham said, “I will swear.” 
 

The positive side of this interaction is the testimony of Abraham, “God is with you in all 
that you do.” The not so positive side of this interaction is that Abraham’s neighbors don’t 
completely trust that he will keep his word; they want him to swear, to take on oath.   
 

Verses 25-31 
“When Abraham reproved Abimelech about a well of water that Abimelech's servants had 
seized, 26 Abimelech said, “I do not know who has done this thing; you did not tell me, and I 

have not heard of it until today.” 27 So Abraham took sheep and oxen and gave them to 
Abimelech, and the two men made a covenant. 28 Abraham set seven ewe lambs of the flock 
apart. 29 And Abimelech said to Abraham, “What is the meaning of these seven ewe lambs 
that you have set apart?” 30 He said, “These seven ewe lambs you will take from my hand, 
that this may be a witness for me that I dug this well.” 31 Therefore that place was called 

Beersheba, because there both of them swore an oath.” 
 

      
 
       Tamarisk tree      Tamarisk tree and well in Beersheba 
 

In the desert, water is a vital asset. An enemy may try to seize an unguarded well or fill it 
up so that it is useless hoping that it will be abandoned.  That was the case here. Abimelech's 
servants seized Abraham’s well. Instead of fighting, Abraham became a peacemaker. To seal the 
covenant between these two men, Abraham split animals (sheep and oxen) apart and the two men 
walked between them. This custom is a promise that if either of them went back on their word, 
that what happened to these animals shall also happen to the man who breaks the promise. 
Abraham then gave Abimelech seven ewe lambs which were, in effect, a receipt of this 
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transaction. The name of this well became Beersheba which means “well of the oath.”  This 
covenant or oath involved sacrifice, witnesses and a promise.  
 

Verses 32-34 
“So they made a covenant at Beersheba. Then Abimelech and Phicol the commander of his 

army rose up and returned to the land of the Philistines. 33 Abraham planted a tamarisk 
tree in Beersheba and called there on the name of the LORD, the Everlasting God. 34 And 

Abraham sojourned many days in the land of the Philistines.” 
 

Abraham uses the term “Everlasting God”, which reveals the events taking place in this 
chapter will have eternal effects. Abraham is confessing his understanding that God is 
Everlasting, a belief and attitude he will walk with the rest of his life. This is the heart and 
attitude he will need when the time to offer Isaac as a sacrifice is requested of him. Abraham’s 
designation of Everlasting God reveals his understanding that the birth of Isaac is the beginning 
of God fulfilling His promise of many descendants. This title reveals Abraham’s nature changing 
as his understanding of God goes to an even deeper level than before.  

 
Abraham become the model for a man being changed after a personal encounter with 

God. In Scripture we will see drastic transformation take place from men like Jacob (Israel), 
Moses, Job, David, Simon (Peter) and Saul (Paul).  
 

The “land” of the Philistines was located in the southwest corner of Canaan. The sea 
people arrived there by way of Egypt. The first mention of them is here in Genesis 21. Later in 
Israel’s history King David defeated the Philistines. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


