
102 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Genesis  
Chapter Sixteen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Sarai and Hagar 

 



103 
 

Sarai and Hagar 
Verses 1-16 

 
Verses 1-2 

“Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children. She had a female Egyptian servant 
whose name was Hagar. 2 And Sarai said to Abram, “Behold now, the LORD has prevented 

me from bearing children. Go in to my servant; it may be that I shall obtain children by 
her. And Abram listened to the voice of Sarai. 

 
Abram is now 85 years old; he has been walking with the Lord for 10 years. This couple 

has yet to have a child and their child would not be just any baby; it would be the beginning of 
God fulfilling His promises of Abraham’s offspring being too numerous to count.  

 
Hebrews 11:11-12 
“By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she 
considered him faithful who had promised. 12 Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, 
were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of 
sand by the seashore.” 
 

Part of walking with the Lord is waiting (Isaiah 28:16). The human mind understood that 
Sarai was physically too old to bear a child, however her husband was still capable of fathering 
one. God did make a promise but the Lord never identified who the mother would be. Just like 
Eve in the garden, Sarah’s mistake was adding to the words spoken by God. The lesson to be 
learned here is that those who walk with the Lord have to listen to God’s word (Romans 10:17) 
not the thoughts and words of man (Proverbs 3:5-6). 
 

Verses 3-6 
“So, after Abram had lived ten years in the land of Canaan, Sarai, Abram's wife, took 

Hagar the Egyptian, her servant, and gave her to Abram her husband as a wife. 4 And he 
went in to Hagar, and she conceived. And when she saw that she had conceived, she looked 
with contempt on her mistress. 5 And Sarai said to Abram, “May the wrong done to me be 
on you! I gave my servant to your embrace, and when she saw that she had conceived, she 

looked on me with contempt. May the LORD judge between you and me!” 6 But Abram said 
to Sarai, “Behold, your servant is in your power; do to her as you please.” Then Sarai dealt 

harshly with her, and she fled from her.” 
 

What Sarai proposed and what Abram agreed to, did not violate the marriage code of 
their day. Years later Jacob would also father children with his wife’s servants, Bilhah and 
Zilpha, each giving Jacob two sons. What may be culturally acceptable does not mean it is 
acceptable in the eyes of the Lord.  
 

In Egypt an untrusting Abram gave Sarai away to the Egyptian Pharoah. In Canaan an 
untrusting Sarai gave Abram away to her Egyptian servant. Abram and Sarai did not wait upon 
the Lord but went ahead with their own plans. They chose to do as they wished; their actions 
were self-serving not actions that glorified God. Abram had clearly heard God’s promises, yet he 
acted in a way that it would not be honored.  
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Paralleling the events of the Garden, Abram listened to his wife as Adam listened to his. 
Sarai took Hagar just as Eve took the fruit. Sarai gave Hagar to her husband just as Eve gave the 
fruit to hers. In both events the husband willingly followed his wife in disrobement to the Lord. 
Because Abram and Sarai were not obedient to God’s Word, the result was conflict, not peace, 
within their own walls. In the end, instead of confessing their sin and facing God, they pointed 
fingers, failing to accept responsibility and in the end, Hagar chose to run away. 

 
Galatians 6:7-8 
“Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. 8 For the 
one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the 
Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.” 
 

   
The Hammurabi Code 
 
Hammurabi was a Babylonian king who reigned from 1795 to 1750 B.C. He established 

and enforced an organized code of laws. The Code of Hammurabi, which was discovered on a 
steel pillar in 1901 and is one of the best preserved and comprehensive of ancient writings ever 
found. The Hammurabi Code is divided into 12 sections and consists of 282 laws. The Code is 
primarily a case-by-case formula of law. It focused mainly on criminal and civil laws and if 
broken, called for harsh, and sometimes brutal, punishments. The laws and their subject matter 
reveal much about ancient Babylonian culture.  Why did Abram say, “Behold, your servant is in 
your power; do to her as you please” Both he and Sarai were following the Hammurabi code 
which said “if a concubine claims equality with her mistress because she bore children, her 
mistress may demote her to her former status.” 
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Being from Egypt, Hagar would have been a descendant of Ham. Abram and Sarai were 
descendants of Shem, the line from which will come the Messiah. This decision, letting Hagar 
bear Abram a child, brought conflict into their household but also into the world, a conflict 
which continues on even to this day. What began here is what is known today as the Israeli-Arab 
conflict.   

 

 
 

In 1917, the British issued the Balfour Declaration, calling for the creation of a Jewish 
state. This was not out of British love for the Jews and the Zionists among them. Zionist literally 
means someone who believes in a Jewish state.  
 

The Balfour Declaration 
The British government endorsed the establishment of a Jewish homeland, in Palestine. 

The British cabinet and Jewish leaders made the decision public in a written letter from the 
British Foreign Secretary Lord Arthur James Balford sent to Lord Walter Rothschild. 

 
Zionism and Christian Zionism 

Zionism is an international movement for the return of the Jewish people to Zion, the 
land of Israel, while exercising the right to retain authority of government over the state of Israel 
(Genesis 12, Genesis 15). Some see Zionism only as being a political entity. Christian Zionism is 
Gentile support of Jewish Zionism, basing this support on the promises God made in Scripture to 
Israel. 
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The Balfour Declaration 
 

Foreign Office 
November 2nd, 1917 

Dear Lord Rothschild, 

I have much pleasure in conveying to you. on behalf of His Majesty's Government, the 
following declaration of sympathy with Jewish Zionist aspirations which has been 
submitted to, and approved by, the Cabinet 

His Majesty's Government view with favour the establishment in Palestine of a national 
home for the Jewish people, and will use their best endeavors to facilitate the 
achievement of this object, it being clearly understood that nothing shall be done which 
may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in 
Palestine or the rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in any other country. 

I should be grateful if you would bring this declaration to the knowledge of the Zionist 
Federation. 

Yours, 

Arthur James Balfour 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Verses 7-12 
“The angel of the LORD found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, the spring on the 

way to Shur. 8 And he said, “Hagar, servant of Sarai, where have you come from and where 
are you going?” She said, “I am fleeing from my mistress Sarai.” 9 The angel of 

the LORD said to her, “Return to your mistress and submit to her.” 10 The angel of 
the LORD also said to her, “I will surely multiply your offspring so that they cannot be 
numbered for multitude.” 11 And the angel of the LORD said to her, “Behold, you are 

pregnant and shall bear a son. You shall call his name Ishmael, because the LORD has 
listened to your affliction. 12 He shall be a wild donkey of a man, his hand against everyone 

and everyone's hand against him, and he shall dwell over against all his kinsmen.” 
 

This is the first appearance of the “angel of the Lord”. In verse 10, this “angel” makes a 
promise of multiplying Hagar’s offspring and in verse 13 she calls Him God. If this is an 
appearance of the preincarnate Christ, please note that Jesus would have left heaven, came down 
to earth to minister to a rejected servant girl who had sinned. She was heading back towards 
Egypt, her homeland (1 Samuel 15:7). He does not rebuke her but displays love and compassion 
and gives her a command. The Lord tells her to return and to submit to Sarai and offers her a 
prophecy of the legacy her son will have. She is to name her son Ishmael which means, “God 
hears”. This son will not be Abraham’s heir but he will receive blessing from the Lord. With the 
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promise of having descendants, Ishmael will also be a man who will live in the wilderness and 
will live a life filled with hostility.  
 

Verses 13-16 
“So she called the name of the LORD who spoke to her, “You are a God of seeing,” for she 

said, “Truly here I have seen him who looks after me.” 14 Therefore the well was 
called Beer-lahai-roi; it lies between Kadesh and Bered. 15 And Hagar bore Abram a son, 

and Abram called the name of his son, whom Hagar bore, Ishmael. 16 Abram was eighty-six 
years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram.” 

 
This wilderness experience brought Hagar face-to-face with God.   
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Abraham and the Covenant of Circumcision 
Verses 1-14 

 
Verses 1-2 

“When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, “I 
am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 2 that I may make my covenant 
between me and you, and may multiply you greatly.” 
 

It’s important to take note that Abram was found righteous at age 85, or younger (15:6), 
but he was 99 when he was circumcised. The act of circumcision would be comparable to a 
modern-day believer performing good works. Good works do NOT make one righteous; faith 
does. Because of his faith Abram was found righteous by God at least fourteen years before he 
performed this action completing the covenant process. Had Abram been found righteous at the 
time of his circumcision then one could validly say good works have foundation for one 
receiving salvation and eternal life.  
 

The Lord calls His own name: God Almighty. This is the first use of El-Shaddai, 
meaning God is omnipotent. Exodus 6:2-3 “God spoke to Moses and said to him, “I am 
the LORD. 3 I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, as God Almighty.” God is reassuring 
Abram that he did not need to doubt God’s original promise; he will be the father of many and 
from Abram will come a nation too great to count all his descendants.  What Abram needed to 
hear was “I Am God Almighty!” 
 

Verses 3-8 
“Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to him, 4 “Behold, my covenant is with you, 

and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. 5 No longer shall your name be called 
Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of 
nations. 6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings 

shall come from you. 7 And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your 
offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to 
you and to your offspring after you. 8 And I will give to you and to your offspring after you 

the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I 
will be their God.” 

 
God changes Abram’s name to Abraham. In this culture, when one had the authority to 

change a name it often meant that their destiny was changing as well. 
2 Kings 24:17 
“And the king of Babylon made Mattaniah, Jehoiachin's uncle, king in his place, and changed his 
name to Zedekiah.” 
 

In Abram’s case, his name now goes from meaning “exalted father” to Abraham, “father 
of a multitude.” From now on when anyone called out Abraham’s name, they would be 
proclaiming the fulfillment of God’s promise that Abraham would be the father of a multitude. In 
addition to being the father of many we are told from Abraham, “kings shall come from you.” 
This is fulfilled one thousand years later with King David and yet again another thousand years 
later with the birth of the ultimate King, Jesus.  
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Matthew 1:1 
“The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.” 
 
Genesis 17:6 is a prophecy which will be fulfilled on Palm Sunday (Matthew 21:9) and 
ultimately fulfilled in Revelation 19:16.  
 

Verses 9-14 
“And God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and your 

offspring after you throughout their generations. 10 This is my covenant, which you shall 
keep, between me and you and your offspring after you: Every male among you shall be 

circumcised. 11 You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign 
of the covenant between me and you. 12 He who is eight days old among you shall be 
circumcised. Every male throughout your generations, whether born in your house 

or bought with your money from any foreigner who is not of your offspring, 13 both he who 
is born in your house and he who is bought with your money, shall surely be circumcised. 
So shall my covenant be in your flesh an everlasting covenant. 14 Any uncircumcised male 
who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin shall be cut off from his people; he has 

broken my covenant.” 
 

The rainbow is a sign of the covenant God made with Noah. The Sabbath is the sign of 
the covenant God made with Israel: 

 
Exodus 31:16-17 
“Therefore the people of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, observing the Sabbath throughout their 
generations, as a covenant forever. 17 It is a sign forever between me and the people of Israel 
that in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day he rested and was 
refreshed.’” 
 
Circumcision is the sign of the covenant God made with Abraham. These signs were symbolic of 
one’s commitment to God. They were pledging their lives to God. Unbelief was described as 
having an uncircumcised heart (Jeremiah 9:26, Ezekiel 44:7-9). How could a female ever honor 
this covenant?  
 
Deuteronomy 30:5-6 
“And the LORD your God will bring you into the land that your fathers possessed, that you may 
possess it. And he will make you more prosperous and numerous than your 
fathers. 6 And the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your offspring, so 
that you will love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may 
live.” 
 
Jeremiah 4:4 
“Circumcise yourselves to the LORD; remove the foreskin of your hearts, O men of Judah and 
inhabitants of Jerusalem; lest my wrath go forth like fire, and burn with none to quench it, 
because of the evil of your deeds.” 
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Like circumcision, one’s commitment to God should never be cast away or undone. 
Abraham’s circumcision was a sign of dependance and commitment to God. Abraham was to be 
a father, a father to many and this sign of covenant involved his area of procreation and it 
involved the shedding of blood. Verse 14 “Any uncircumcised male who is not circumcised … 
has broken my covenant.” 

 
Isaac's Birth Promised 

Verses 15-27 
 

Verses 15-19 
“And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but 
Sarah shall be her name. 16 I will bless her, and moreover, I will give you a son by her. I will 

bless her, and she shall become nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 17 Then 
Abraham fell on his face and laughed and said to himself, “Shall a child be born to a man 

who is a hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?” 18 And 
Abraham said to God, “Oh that Ishmael might live before you!” 19 God said, “No, 

but Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac. I will establish 
my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his offspring after him.” 

 
God also changed Sarai’s name to Sarah. Sarah means “princess”, like a princess, she is 

to be a daughter of the King! As Abraham laughed at the thought of his and his wife’s aging 
bodies being able to physically fulfill God’s promise, God revealed what their son’s name shall 

be, Isaac. This is appropriate since Isaac means “laughter.”   
 

Abraham’s first son, Ishmael, was born from the flesh. He did not get a new name 
because he was of the flesh, “That which is born of the flesh is flesh” John 3:6). Abraham’s 
second son, Isaac, was born of the spirit (Galatians 4:23). This is true for all believers today. We 
are born in the physical but must be born again in the spirit (John 3:1-8). 

 
Verses 20-21 

“As for Ishmael, I have heard you; behold, I have blessed him and will make him fruitful 
and multiply him greatly. He shall father twelve princes, and I will make him into a great 
nation. 21 But I will establish my covenant with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you at this 

time next year.” 
 

Abraham interceded for his son Ishmael. God did promise blessing to Ishmael but not the 
blessing of being an heir. Abraham was 86 when Ishmael was born (16:16) and he was 100 when 
Isaac was born (17:17). There was a 14-year age difference between the two boys. Ishmael, at 
age 13, transitioned from childhood into adulthood. At the birth of Isaac, Ishmael was no longer 
a child.  

 
Verse 20 says Ishmael “shall father twelve princes.”  Islam believes in the books of 

Hadith that a series of Imams or Mahdi’s were appointed to carry on the Prophet Muhammad's 
message and that these Imam rank above all other prophets except for Muhammad himself. The 
12th Mahdi is believed by Shiites to have been born in present-day Iraq in 869 and never died, he 
has only gone into hiding until his proper time to return.   
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Verses 22-27 
“When he had finished talking with him, God went up from Abraham. 23 Then Abraham 
took Ishmael his son and all those born in his house or bought with his money, every male 
among the men of Abraham's house, and he circumcised the flesh of their foreskins that 

very day, as God had said to him. 24 Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he was 
circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 25 And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old when 

he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 26 That very day Abraham and his son 
Ishmael were circumcised. 27 And all the men of his house, those born in the house and 

those bought with money from a foreigner, were circumcised with him.” 
 

God had finished speaking; now it was Abraham’s turn to act.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


