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Abram Rescues Lot 
Verses 1-16 

 
Verses 1-7 

“In the days of Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king 
of Elam, and Tidal king of Goiim, 2 these kings made war with Bera king of Sodom, Birsha 
king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela 

(that is, Zoar). 3 And all these joined forces in the Valley of Siddim (that is, the Salt 
Sea). 4 Twelve years they had served Chedorlaomer, but in the thirteenth year they 

rebelled. 5 In the fourteenth year Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him came 
and defeated the Rephaim in Ashteroth-karnaim, the Zuzim in Ham, the Emim in Shaveh-
kiriathaim, 6 and the Horites in their hill country of Seir as far as El-paran on the border of 

the wilderness. 7 Then they turned back and came to En-mishpat (that is, Kadesh) and 
defeated all the country of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites who were dwelling in 

Hazazon-tamar.” 
 

 
 

Living a life of faith often involves living through challenges. Challenges that eventually 
causes your faith to grow. Chapter fourteen opens up with the first war in Scripture, a war that at 
first, does not involve Abram. If this battle ended in verse seven, it would merely have been an 
historical account, however the battle did not end in verse seven. Five kings in the southern end 
of the Dead Sea decided they were no longer going to pay tribute to the four kings of the east. 
For twelve years they paid, then in year thirteen they rebelled which caused the five kings to 
invade the land of Abram.  
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Four east kings invade the Jordan Valley to attack five rebelling southern kings: 
 Amraphel king of Shinar (Babylon/ Iraq) 
 Arioch king of Ellasar (Turkey) 
 Chedorlaomer king of Elam (Persia/ Iran)  
 Tidal king of Goiim (which means nations) (Turkey) 

 
 Bera king of Sodom 
 Birsha king of Gomorrah 
 Shinab king of Admah 
 Shemeber king of Zeboiim 
 king of Bela (Zoar) 

 
The battle comes to the land God promised Abram and his descendants. Chedorlaomer led 

his coalition along the Euphrates River to Carchemish, then down to Damascus, then Canaan and 
ended in the Jordan valley. The path of war followed the same path Abram took to arrive in the 
Promised Land.  Of the five rebel cities only Zoar escapes the disaster of Genesis 19.  
 

The Rephaites (Vs 5), whose name means “terrible ones” are described in Deuteronomy 
2:20-21 as being giants.  Deuteronomy 3:11 explains Og, the king of Bashan was the last of the 
Rephaim. Deuteronomy says his bed was over 13 feet in length.  The giants were the first to be 
attacked and defeated. The kings of the east took out the most intimidating opponents first.  
 

The Horites (Vs 6) were mountain people living in caves in the hill country of Seir, 
which is the region east of the Rift Valley. Mount Seir is the mountainous region God later gave 
to Esau (Deuteronomy 2:22). Once the giants and the mountain people were defeated this 
coalition went straight towards the western side of the Dead Sea to defeat the Amalekites and 
Amorites. By taking this path and defeating these kings the eastern coalition secured the trading 
route between the Mesopotamia and Egypt. 
 

Genesis 19:28-29 describes the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah which were the two 
largest cities in the area but Scripture describes other cities in that valley which were also 
destroyed.  Admah and Zeboiim (vs 7), would have been two of those “other cities” destroyed 
by brimstone and fire.  
 
Genesis 19:27-29 
“Early the next morning Abraham got up and returned to the place where he had stood before 
the LORD. 28 He looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah, toward all the land of the plain, and 
he saw dense smoke rising from the land, like smoke from a furnace. 29 So when God destroyed 
the cities of the plain, he remembered Abraham, and he brought Lot out of the catastrophe that 
overthrew the cities where Lot had lived.” 

Verses 8-12 
“Then the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king of Zeboiim, 

and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) went out, and they joined battle in the Valley of 
Siddim 9 with Chedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal king of Goiim, Amraphel king of Shinar, 

and Arioch king of Ellasar, four kings against five. 10 Now the Valley of Siddim was full 
of bitumen pits, and as the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, some fell into them, and the 
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rest fled to the hill country. 11 So the enemy took all the possessions of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and all their provisions, and went their way. 12 They also took Lot, the son of 
Abram's brother, who was dwelling in Sodom, and his possessions, and went their way.” 

 
The Romans called the Dead Sea the Asphaltites because it had lumps of bitumen often 

floating on its surface. The historian Josephus also called the Dead Sea the Asphalt Sea because 
of the tar that leaked from it. To this day, towards the southern part of the Dead Sea, sticky 
asphalt deposits still remain. Because of this war many suffered death by falling into the toxic 
black bitumen or tar pits in the Valley of Siddim, the dry peninsula at the southern portion of the 
Dead Sea. With the residents of Sodom and Gomorrah either fleeing or being killed, these kings 
raided the two cities and carried off the possessions and provisions left behind. They also took 
Lot and his family.  

 
Verses 13-16 

“Then one who had escaped came and told Abram the Hebrew, who was living by 
the oaks of Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol and of Aner. These were allies of 

Abram. 14 When Abram heard that his kinsman had been taken captive, he led forth his 
trained men, born in his house, 318 of them, and went in pursuit as far as Dan. 15 And he 

divided his forces against them by night, he and his servants, and defeated them and 
pursued them to Hobah, north of Damascus. 16 Then he brought back all the possessions, 

and also brought back his kinsman Lot with his possessions, and the women and the 
people.” 
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Abram was approximately twenty miles away from the Valley of Siddim. As the men 
escaped, running for the hills, one came upon Abram and explained to him the situation, telling 
him that Abram’s nephew, Lot, had been taken captive. This news causes Abram the shepherd to 
become Abram the warrior. Abram could have let Lot suffer the consequences of his actions. It 
was his own decision to go live near Sodom and then to move into and living within the 
wickedness of Sodom. Mamre, Eshcol and Aner are clan names.  With an army of 318 loyal men, 
Abram traveled north to conquer these kings. These opposing kings would have been taken by 
surprise, they had no cause to consider a group of men would pursue and battle with them.  By 
night, Abram divided his men and pursued their enemy to Hobah, which is fifty miles north of 
Damascus on the road to Palmyra. Victoriously Abram brought back his nephew and all their 
possessions.  

 
Abram Blessed by Melchizedek 

Verses 17-24 
 

Verse 17-20 
“After his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him, the 
king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King's 
Valley). 18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. (He was priest 
of God Most High.)  And he blessed him and said, “Blessed be Abram by God Most High, 
    Possessor of heaven and earth; 20 and blessed be God Most High, 
    who has delivered your enemies into your hand!” 

 
After traveling the 120 miles back to Jerusalem, Abraham is met by two kings. One is a 

unique guest, the king of Salem (Jerusalem) (Psalm 76:2). Melchizedek presented bread and 
wine to Abraham, demonstrating friendship. (Later Abraham is called a friend of God) (James 
2:23, 2 Chronicles 20:7, Isaiah 41:8). Bread and wine are symbols of royalty (1 Samuel 16:20). 
Melchizedek bestowed a blessing on Abraham in the name of El Elyon (“God Most High”) and 
praised God for giving Abraham victory in battle.  
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By citing Melchizedek and his unique priesthood as a type of Christ, Scripture shows that 
Christ’s priesthood is superior to the old Levitical priesthood of Aaron. Hebrews 6:20 explains 
Jesus “has become a high priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.” The term ‘order’ indicates 
a succession of office; the phrase ‘the order of’ points to a lineage.   

 
Melchizedek is not mentioned again in Scripture for a thousand years, not until King 

David recognizes him. Then he is not mentioned again for another thousand years when the 
writer of Hebrews writes about him. In Psalm 110 King David is celebrating his own rise to the 
throne and acknowledges one greater than he is still yet to come. The writer of Hebrews 
recognizes two events with Melchizedek’s meeting with Abram, the tithe and the blessing. 
Melchizedek acknowledges the blessing came from the Creator. He also acknowledges Abram’s 
victory was due to the hand of the Lord delivering his enemies into his hand. The subject of this 
interaction is God.  
 
Psalm 110:4 
“The Lord has sworn and will not change His mind, “You are a priest forever 
According to the order of Melchizedek.” 
 
Hebrews 7:1-3 
“For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who met Abraham as he was 
returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, 2 to whom also Abraham apportioned 
a tenth of all the spoils, was first of all, by the translation of his name, king of righteousness, and 
then also king of Salem, which is king of peace. 3 Without father, without mother, without 
genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of God, he 
remains a priest perpetually.” 
 

No mere earthly king “remains a priest forever,” and no mere human is “without father 
or mother.” Melchizedek was actually a pre-incarnate appearance of Jesus Christ, known as a 
Christophany. This is a plausible understanding since Abraham at age 99 will have such an 
encounter with God in Genesis 17 where Abraham saw and spoke with the Lord (El Shaddai) in 
the form of a man. 
 
John 8:56-59 
“Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.” 57 So the 
Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?” 58 Jesus said 
to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” 59 So they picked up stones to 
throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple.” 
 

A theophany is a manifestation of God that is tangible to the human senses.  A christophany 
is a manifestation of Jesus that is tangible to the human senses. 

 Genesis 12:7-9 - The Lord appeared to Abraham on his arrival in the land God had 
promised to him and his descendants. 

 Genesis 18:1-33 - Abraham had some visitors: two angels and God Himself. He invited 
them to come to his home, and he and Sarah entertained them.  

 Genesis 32:22-30 - Jacob wrestled with what appeared to be a man, but was actually God 
(vv. 28-30).  
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 Exodus 3:2-4:17 - God appeared to Moses in the form of a burning bush, telling him 
exactly what He wanted him to do. 

 Exodus 24:9-11 - God appeared to Moses with Aaron and his sons and the seventy elders. 
 Deuteronomy 31:14-15 - God appeared to Moses and Joshua in the transfer of leadership 

to Joshua. 
 Job 38-42 - God answered Job and spoke at length in answer to Job’s questions. 
 See also Genesis 11:5, Exodus 24:16-18, Exodus 33:9, Exodus 34:5, Numbers 11:25, and 

Numbers 12:5.   
 

Verses 21-24 
“And Abram gave him a tenth of everything. 21 And the king of Sodom said to Abram, 

“Give me the persons, but take the goods for yourself.” 22 But Abram said to the king of 
Sodom, “I have lifted my hand to the LORD, God Most High, Possessor of heaven and 

earth, 23 that I would not take a thread or a sandal strap or anything that is yours, lest you 
should say, ‘I have made Abram rich.’ 24 I will take nothing but what the young men have 

eaten, and the share of the men who went with me. Let Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre take their 
share.” 

 
Abraham bowed to Melchizedek, and ONLY to Melchizedek, and then presented him 

with a tithe (a tenth) of all the items he had gathered. By this act Abraham indicated that he 
recognized Melchizedek as a priest who spiritually ranked higher than he. To present a tithe is a 
recognition of one’s superiority and a sign of one admitting being subject to another. Abram 
gives the best of the spoils to One greater than he.  

 
Hebrews 7:9-10 
“…so to speak, through Abraham even Levi, who received tithes, has paid tithes, 10 for he was 
still in the loins of his forefather when Melchizedek met him.” 

 
In contrast, the king of Sodom, the king of a wicked city, offers Melchizedek nothing, but 

does offer to let Abram keep all the spoils. This offer of fellowship would bind Abram to this 
worldly king and worldly system. Abram rejects the offers as he stays focus on the blessing from 
God and distances himself from the earthly kings offer.  
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God's Covenant with Abram 
Verses 1-21 

 
Verse 1 

“After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I 
am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 

 
This is the first time we read the words “fear not” in Scripture. God repeated these words 

of comfort to Isaac (Genesis 26:24), to Jacob (Genesis 46:3), to the children of Israel (Exodus 
14:13, 20:20, Numbers 14:9, Deuteronomy 1:21, to the prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 41:10, 13-14, 43:1, 
43:5, 44:2, 44:8).  How does one overcome fear? By remembering who God is! God is our shield, 
our protector and our provider. A shield represents protection. 
 
Psalm 84:11 
“For the Lord God is a sun and shield; The Lord gives grace and glory; 
He withholds no good thing from those who walk with integrity.” 
 

Verses 2-3 
“But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the 

heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me 
no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” 

 
Abram had been in the land God had sent him for a period of time yet he still was without 

an heir. Abram had just gone to battle, a time when he could have been killed and if he had who 
would have fulfilled the promise that God gave to him? God said he would make Abram the 
father of many. That his descendants would be like the dust of the earth (Genesis 13:16) and they 
would be a blessing to the entire world (Genesis 12:1-3). Yet, there were no descendants. So far, 
the only possible heir would be a servant not a son. With no offspring it was a custom to adopt 
an heir to ensure when one died, they would receive a proper burial. Abram did not want to adopt 
an heir; he desired an heir from his own seed, a promise he believed God made to him.  
 

Verses 4-5 
“And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your 
very own son shall be your heir.” 5 And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward 

heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So 
shall your offspring be.” 

God responds to Abram with words and a visual aid. One can easily picture Abram 
looking up into the dark desert sky seeing so many stars staring back at him that they are 
impossible to number. The sky was rich with stars, so shall Abram be with descendants, so says 
the Lord! 
 
Galatians 4:28 
“And you, brothers and sisters, like Isaac, are children of promise.” 
 

Verse 6 
“And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness.” 
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This truth is so powerful the New Testament quotes it repeatedly:  
Romans 4:3 
“For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as 
righteousness.”  
 
Romans 4:13 
“For the promise to Abraham or to his descendants that he would be heir of the world was 
not through the Law, but through the righteousness of faith.”  
 
Galatians 3:6-7 
“Just as Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness. 7 Therefore, 
recognize that it is those who are of faith who are sons of Abraham.” 
 
James 2:23 
“and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “And Abraham believed God, and it was credited to 
him as righteousness,” and he was called a friend of God.” 
 

Why does the New Testament quote Genesis 15:6 so often? Because it illustrates the truth 
comparing Abram’s faith in God to provide an heir to our faith in God providing eternal life. Just 
as God said Abram would be the father of many, God also promises that in Jesus’ death and 
resurrection, we too can have the same hope and assurance.   

Verses 7-11 
“And he said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you out from Ur of the Chaldeans to 
give you this land to possess.” 8 But he said, “O Lord GOD, how am I to know that I shall 
possess it?” 9 He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years 
old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10 And he brought him all 
these, cut them in half, and laid each half over against the other. But he did not cut the 

birds in half. 11 And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them 
away.” 

 
This ritual was done with both parties passing between the dismembered animal to 

invoke a commitment that if they failed to keep their pledge or broke their pledge, may the same 
fate as the one which happened to this animal, come upon the covenant breaker (Jeremiah 34:18).  

 
This is a ceremony confirming the Abrahamic covenant (Genesis 12). God is making a 

promise to Abram, not Abram making a promise to God. God is about to seal His word. Since 
God will be the ONLY One to walk through the parts, only He is obligated to fulfill this promise. 
Abraham’s sign of this covenant, confirming that he will obey the covenant, will come with the 
rite of circumcision in Genesis 17:9-10. God will fulfill, Abram will obey.  
 
Jeremiah 34:18-19 
“I will give the people who have violated My covenant, who have not fulfilled the words of the 
covenant which they made before Me, when they cut the calf in two and passed between its 
parts— 19 the officials of Judah and the officials of Jerusalem, the high officials and the priests, 
and all the people of the land who passed between the parts of the calf.”  
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Verses 12-14 
“As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful and great 

darkness fell upon him. 13 Then the LORD said to Abram, “Know for certain that your 
offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and they 
will be afflicted for four hundred years. 14 But I will bring judgment on the nation that they 

serve, and afterward they shall come out with great possessions.” 
 

“…dreadful and great darkness fell…” this description is similar to what happened at the 
moment of Jesus’ death on the Cross.  
Matthew 27:45, 51 
“Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour… And 
behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and 
the rocks were split.” 
 

The Abraham covenant is made up of two parts, descendants and land. Here God explains 
how Israel will possess the land and who will possess it. God reveals it will be Abram’s 
descendants, not Abram himself. God then finished by stating when this will happen, after four 
hundred years of bondage. God reiterates the Abrahamic Covenant to Isaac and to his son Jacob, 
whose name God changes to Israel. The great nation is eventually established in the land where 
God originally called Abraham to.  
 

Verses 15-16 
“As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good old 

age. 16 And they shall come back here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the 
Amorites is not yet complete.” 

 
God reveals, for a period, the Amorites will be the ones occupying the land of Canaan. 

They will do despicable things. Perversion was rampant.   
Leviticus 18:1-4 
“the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, I am 
the LORD your God. 3 You shall not do as they do in the land of Egypt, where you lived, and you 
shall not do as they do in the land of Canaan, to which I am bringing you. You shall not walk 
in their statutes. 4 You shall follow my rules and keep my statutes and walk in them. I am 
the LORD your God.” 
 

A generation could be a lifetime. In the case with Israel returning to the land it will be 
430 years (Exodus 12:40).  
 

Verses 17-21 
“When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a flaming 
torch passed between these pieces. 18 On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, 
saying, “To your offspring I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the 
river Euphrates, 19 the land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, 20 the Hittites, 

the Perizzites, the Rephaim, 21 the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites and the 
Jebusites.” 
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The two symbols, the fire pot and the torch, reveal something about God’s nature. The 
small furnace (pot) was used to purify metals; as the pot heated up and the impurities rose to the 
top, the refiner removed the dross.  
 
Malachi 3:1-3 
“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you 
seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, 
behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his coming, and 
who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap. 3 He will 
sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like 
gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD.” 
 
1 Peter 1:7 
“…that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is 
tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ.” 
 

The torch represents God’s presence. 
John 1:1-5 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was 
in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any 
thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” 
 

With the description of “a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch”, one can also look ahead 
to God meeting with Moses and the burning bush and the message God gives Moses. Moses has 
a role in the fulfillment of the Abrahamic covenant as Israel is removed out of bondage and 
given the Promised Land. God has given Israel the land from the Nile River to the Euphrates 
River. This covenant which God made, is eternal and unchangeable, however to this day, Israel 
is yet to take possession of all the land God gave them.  
 
Nations that occupied Canaan before Israel’s conquest of the land. 

 the Kenites – Moses’ father-in-law, Jethro was “the priest of Midian” and a Kenite 
(Judges 1:16). Jethro lived south of Canaan near Mount Sinai (Exodus 3:1). The Kenites 
were friendly to Moses and the Israelites during the time of the exodus. 

 the Kenizzites - the Kenizzites assimilating with the Canaanites, their name is missing 
from the list of people living in the Promised Land during the time of Joshua’s conquest 
(Joshua 3:10). In Numbers 32:12, Caleb is mentioned as the “son of Jephunneh the 
Kenizzite.” 

 the Kadmonites - a Canaanitish tribe which inhabited the north-eastern part of Canaan. 
 the Hittites - They were descended from Heth, the son of Canaan (and great-grandson of 

Noah, (Genesis 10:15). They ruled the area of Syria and eastern Turkey and battled with 
Egypt and Babylon for territory. Abraham was well acquainted with the Hittites; he 
bought the burial cave for Sarah from them (Genesis 23). Esau took wives from among 
the Hittites (Genesis 26:34), and Uriah the Hittite was one of David’s mighty men (2 
Samuel 11:3).  
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 the Perizzites - means “villagers” and denoted those who lived out in the open country, 
rather than in larger, walled cities. The Perizzites dwelt in the region south and southwest 
of Mt. Carmel 

 the Rephaim – their name literally means “terrible ones.” They were strong and tall 
giants.  

 the Amorites – lived in the fertile plains of the Jordan River valley. When Israel left 
Egypt, the Ammonites refused to assist them in any way. 

 the Canaanites - They were a wicked, idolatrous people descended from Noah’s 
grandson Canaan 

 the Girgashites - descended from Ham and his son Canaan, their name meant “dwelling 
on a clay soil.” They possessed land “east of the Sea of Galilee.” 

 the Jebusites – they dwelt in the hill country, Jerusalem was one of their key cities 
(Numbers 13:29, Judges 19:10-11). When David became king of Israel, he attacked the 
Jebusites of Jerusalem (2 Samuel 5:6) and conquered the city, which then became known 
as the City of David.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


