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The Call of Abram 
Verses 1-9 

 
Verse 1 

“Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's 
house to the land that I will show you.” 

 

  
 

 Leave your country 
 Leave your people 
 Leave your father’s house 
 Go to a land I will show you  

Until Abram renounced his home land and fully committed to obeying God’s command, he 
would not know what was in store for him. This sets the stage for Jesus as Jesus tells us to trust 
Him without any preconditions on our part, meaning we can’t tell the Lord we will obey if He … 
 

Abraham’s county was Ur of the Chaldees; he lived in a prosperous civilization among 
his family. The Chaldeans were people who lived in southern Babylonia which today would be 
the southern part of Iraq. The land of the Chaldeans was the southern portion of Babylon or 
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Mesopotamia (Mesopotamia means ‘between two rivers’). Ur was an area about 400 miles long 
and 100 miles wide and ran alongside the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers. The ancient city was 
dedicated to the worship of the moon-god (sin). It is easy to understand that as God was creating 
a new nation, He would remove Abram from a cultural center full of idol worship and practices.  
 

In Acts 7 of the New Testament, Steven confirmed that Abraham was from 
Mesopotamia; “Stephen said, “Listen to me, brothers and fathers! The God of glory appeared to 
our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran…” 
 
Ur of the Chaldees is mentioned four times in the Old Testament: 

 Genesis 11:28 says that Haran (Abram’s brother and Lot’s father) died in Ur of the 
Chaldees, “the land of his birth.” 

 Genesis 11:31 says that Abram left Ur of the Chaldees and moved to Canaan which was 
God’s call to Abram to leave his home and move to a new land that God would one day 
give to his descendants. 

 In Genesis 15:7 God identifies Himself to Abram: “I am the LORD, who brought you out 
of Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to take possession of it.” 

 In Nehemiah 9:7 the Israelites confess their sins and recount the history of Israel: “You 
are the LORD God, who chose Abram and brought him out of Ur of the Chaldeans and 
named him Abraham” 
  

  
 

Verses 2-3 
“And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so 
that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I 

will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
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The question is, is this covenant (promise) from God to Abraham still valid? 
If yes, then Israel still has a major role in how God will act and eventually judge this world.  
 

The answer to the above question is yes, this covenant is still valid. How do we know?  
We know because the Abrahamic Covenant is an unconditional covenant. The ceremony 
recorded in Genesis 15 indicates this truth. When a covenant was dependent upon both parties 
keeping commitments, then both parties would pass between the pieces of animals. In Genesis 15 
God alone moves between the halves of the animals. Abraham was in a deep sleep. God’s 
solitary action indicates that the covenant is His promise. He binds Himself to the promise made 
to Abraham. The specific sign of the Abrahamic Covenant will come later in Genesis 
17.  Because of this covenant, God would change Abram’s (high father) name 
to Abraham (which means father of a multitude). 
 
The Abrahamic Covenant 

 I will make you a great nation (Vs 2)  
o A nation has political power with land, language and a government  

 I will bless you (Vs 2) 
o A promise of personal blessing  

 I will make your name great (Vs 2) 
o This is what the builders of the Tower of Babel tried to achieve  

 So that you will be a blessing (Vs 2) 
o This is the promise of a global blessing  

 I will bless those who bless you (Vs 3) 
 I will curse those who curse you (Vs 3) 

o Anyone who “disdains” you (considers you unworthy of respect) 
 

How has this promise played out so far? Melchizedek and Abimelech were blessed for 
honoring Abraham. However, Hagar was cut off for disdaining Sarah. The Canaanites who 
persecuted Israel are no longer. The warning continues, those who go against the church 
(Abraham’s seed, Galatians 3:29), will not fare well.  
 
Galatians 3:8 
“And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel 
beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.” 

Verses 4-6 
“So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-

five years old when he departed from Haran. 5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his 
brother's son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they had 

acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the 
land of Canaan, 6 Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the 

oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land.” 
 

Abraham’s father had three sons: Abram, Nahor and Haran. He also had two wives; his 
daughter by his second wife was Sarai. 
Genesis 20:12 
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“she actually is my sister, the daughter of my father, but not the daughter of my mother; and she 
became my wife” 
Terah was an idolater, Joshua 24:2 
“Joshua said to all the people, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel says: ‘From ancient 
times your fathers lived beyond the Euphrates River, namely, Terah, the father of Abraham and 
the father of Nahor, and they served other gods.” 
 

 The sun god was shamash 
 The moon god was sin or nanna 
 The sea goddess was Tiamat 

 

 
The Moon god Sin   
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Shechem plays an important role in the history of Israel. Today is now in what is 

considered the West Bank.  It is located between Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim. In Hebrew, 
the name Shechem means “shoulder” which is appropriate since it is located in a pass between 
the two mountains. Shechem was a place of worship. Both Abram and his grandson Jacob built 
an altar to God at this site. The Oak of Moreh indicates the place where Abram camped, and built 
his own altar to worship God. 
 

Verses 7-9 
“Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So 

he built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 8 From there he moved to the 
hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the 
east. And there he built an altar to the LORD and called upon the name of the LORD. 9 And 

Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb.” 
 

The Lord did not appear to Abram until he was obedient and went where God told him to 
go. The shortest promise in Scripture is one of the most impactful. God told Abram, and He 
confirmed it with Abraham’s descendants, that the land of Canaan was given to the offspring of 
Abraham. God, who created the land and is the rightful owner of it, can give it to whomever He 
wills and God chose to give that land to Israel. This is a battle still being fought over today. In 
response to receiving this promise, Abraham built an altar to worship God. This is the first of 
three altars Abraham built to worship God. He did not build an altar in Ur or in Haran.  
 
Hebrews 11:8-9 
“By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an 
inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he went to live in the 



82 
 

land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the 
same promise.” 
 

The 800-mile journey from Ur to Haran to Shechem to Bethel, allowed Abram to walk 
through and worship in the Promised Land. Living a life of faith requires the believer to be a 
pilgrim, acknowledging that we are only passing through this world; our citizenship is in heaven 
(Philippians 3:20). When Abram arrived in Shechem the Canaanites were there. Their presence 
indicated the opposition that was going to be a reality to anyone seeking to live a life of faith. 
The great trees of Moreh, Moreh means ‘teacher’, was the place the Canaanites would gather to 
hear the soothsayers reveal knowledge received from the rusting of the leaves. Abram would 
have recognized this practice from his roots in UR.  
 
Leviticus 19:31 
“Do not turn to mediums or necromancers; do not seek them out, and so make yourselves 
unclean by them: I am the Lord your God.” 
Leviticus 20:6-7 
“As for the person who turns to mediums and to spiritists, to play the prostitute with them, I will 
also set My face against that person and will cut him off from among his people. 7 You shall 
consecrate yourselves therefore and be holy, for I am the Lord your God.” 
 

Abram and Sarai in Egypt 
Verses 10-20 

 
Verse 10 

“Now there was a famine in the land. So Abram went down to Egypt to sojourn there, for 
the famine was severe in the land.  

 
This is the first mention of Egypt in Scripture. Because of the famine, going to Egypt was 

a natural reaction, especially for those in the Negev, the desert. The Nile River guaranteed a 
source of food. So, what was Abram’s mistake? He did this without seeking God. Famine 
produces fear and Abram allowed himself to be wrapped up in the fear of starvation versus 
trusting that if God brought him to this land at this time, God would provide.   
 

Fourteen hundred years later, God still warns His children not to go to Egypt looking for 
help.  Isaiah 31:1 
“Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help and rely on horses, who trust in chariots because 
they are many and in horsemen because they are very strong, 
but do not look to the Holy One of Israel or consult the Lord!” 
 

This is Isaiah’s 5th woe. Because Egypt was so flat, horses and chariots did well there. 
The temptation for Israel, in Isaiah’s day, to turn to Egypt for help was strong however one must 
realize that by turning to Egypt they were turning away from God. In verse two, Isaiah reminds 
Judah of the many reasons why they should trust God, not Egypt.  
 

It would be wise for the modern-day believer to understand that the spirit of Egypt is still 
very much alive today. It’s what we call materialism. Materialism is when we try to find joy, 
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happiness and even safety in things of the world. Whether it be an IRA, a pension, a house or 
jewels, nothing can give us the peace and security we desire; this is a place reserved only for the 
Lord! To turn to the world and not to the Lord is dishonoring.  

 
Verses 11-13 

“When he was about to enter Egypt, he said to Sarai his wife, “I know that you are a 
woman beautiful in appearance, 12 and when the Egyptians see you, they will say, ‘This is 
his wife.’ Then they will kill me, but they will let you live. 13 Say you are my sister, that it 
may go well with me because of you, and that my life may be spared for your sake.” 

 
In a foreign land a husband would be killed and his wife would be taken. However, if 

there is no father, a brother, being the closet family member, would have to be negotiated with in 
order for a sister to be taken. Keep in mind, without Sarai, the promised blessing would have 
been denied. Abram’s mistake was acting as if he was in charge and not God.  
 

Verses 14-16 
“When Abram entered Egypt, the Egyptians saw that the woman was very 

beautiful. 15 And when the princes of Pharaoh saw her, they praised her to Pharaoh. And 
the woman was taken into Pharaoh's house. 16 And for her sake he dealt well with Abram; 

and he had sheep, oxen, male donkeys, male servants, female servants, female donkeys, and 
camels.” 

 
As Abram expected, Sarai’s beauty caught the eye of Pharaoh. The problem with 

hospitality rules was that they did not apply to Pharoah. He did as he pleased and he wanted 
Sarai. Pharaoh was so pleased with obtaining Sarai that he made Abram a very rich man. The 
fact that Abram received female donkeys reveals how pleased Pharoah was. Female donkeys 
were more dependable and easily controlled so they were the choice of luxury for the rich. 
Camels were symbols of prestige, again something only the rich could afford. Now Abram had 
several in his stable.  

 
Verses 17-20 

“But the LORD afflicted Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai, 
Abram's wife. 18 So Pharaoh called Abram and said, “What is this you have done to me? 
Why did you not tell me that she was your wife? 19 Why did you say, ‘She is my sister,’ so 

that I took her for my wife? Now then, here is your wife; take her, and go.” 20 And Pharaoh 
gave men orders concerning him, and they sent him away with his wife and all that he had.” 

Abram’s deceit was not something God was going to turn a blind eye to. 
“The LORD afflicted Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai, Abram's wife.” 
As Pharaoh’s household was overwhelmed with this plague, Sarai was untouched. This is how 
and why Sarai was questioned and Abram’s deceit was brought to light.  
 

The “riches” Abram received would come back to cause him great pain and grief. First 
with his nephew Lot and eventually with Hagar, one of the female Egyptian servants Pharoah 
sent away with Abram. Trials are designed to help us produce perseverance and to mature in our 
faith (James 1:3). In this trial Abram forgot God. He didn’t stop believing in what God had 
promised, he just forgot how great God is.  
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 Abram and Lot Separate 
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Abram and Lot Separate 
Verses 1-18 

 
Verses 1-4 

“So Abram went up from Egypt, he and his wife and all that he had, and Lot with him, into 
the Negeb. 2 Now Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold. And he journeyed 

on from the Negeb as far as Bethel to the place where his tent had been at the beginning, 
between Bethel and Ai, 4 to the place where he had made an altar at the first. And there 

Abram called upon the name of the LORD.” 
 

When one has a lapse in their faith, how should one respond? It is not by mistake that 
Abram returns to the same spot where he first built an altar and worshipped God. He is now 
trying to reconnect his heart to once again listen and walk with the Lord. He predates Israel’s 
exodus from Egypt, but there is much parallel between these two events. Abram, like the 
Israelites, carry out much plunder from Egypt. The path they take is also similar, not exact, but 
similar.   
 

Verses 5-7 
“And Lot, who went with Abram, also had flocks and herds and tents, 6 so that the land 

could not support both of them dwelling together; for their possessions were so great that 
they could not dwell together, 7 and there was strife between the herdsmen of Abram's 

livestock and the herdsmen of Lot's livestock. At that time the Canaanites and the 
Perizzites were dwelling in the land.” 

 
Materialism created a problem. Both Lot and Abram had too much to coexist. Tension 

was created by the fact that the Canaanites and the Perizzites were also sharing the pasturage.  
Trials will either draw people closer together, to each other and to God, or it will push people 
away, from each other and from God. In this case with Lot and Abram the situation did not lead 
to unity. It led to division and separation. When Abram first called upon the name of the Lord he 
was challenged with famine. Now as he once again seeks to draw upon the name of the Lord he 
is faced with conflict. Both scenarios can be a time of yielding to God and letting Him guide as 
man perseveres.  
 

Verses 8-9 
“Then Abram said to Lot, “Let there be no strife between you and me, and between your 

herdsmen and my herdsmen, for we are kinsmen. 9 Is not the whole land before you? 
Separate yourself from me. If you take the left hand, then I will go to the right, or if you 

take the right hand, then I will go to the left.” 
 

Abram does take the initiative and offers a solution. One thousand years later the wise 
Solomon will pen words of wisdom that describe this situation. 
Proverbs 17:14 
“Starting a quarrel is like breaching a dam; so drop the matter before a dispute breaks out.” 
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Verses 10-11 
“And Lot lifted up his eyes and saw that the Jordan Valley was well watered everywhere 

like the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt, in the direction of Zoar. (This was 
before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) 11 So Lot chose for himself all the 

Jordan Valley, and Lot journeyed east. Thus they separated from each other.” 
 

 
Map showing where Zoar was located 

 
Abram desired to live by faith. Lot desired to live by sight, “Lot lifted up his eyes and 

saw…” This is where the Jordan river empties into the Dead Sea. Lot saw the well-watered plain 
as a paradise, not taking into consideration the culture and lack of Godliness it possessed.  
 

Verses 12-13 
“Abram settled in the land of Canaan, while Lot settled among the cities of the valley and 

moved his tent as far as Sodom. 13 Now the men of Sodom were wicked, great sinners 
against the LORD.” 

 
As Cain did when he left his land, Lot traveled East. Lot was offered a share of the land 

in Canaan, the land God had promised to Abraham’s offspring, but Lot chose to decline that 
offer. He chose by sight, a decision which will prove to be disastrous. The population of Sodom 
were “wicked, great sinners,” which places them lower than normal sinners.  
 

Verses 14-17 
“The LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, “Lift up your eyes and look 

from the place where you are, northward and southward and eastward and 
westward, 15 for all the land that you see I will give to you and to your offspring forever. 16 I 
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will make your offspring as the dust of the earth, so that if one can count the dust of the 
earth, your offspring also can be counted. 17 Arise, walk through the length and the breadth 

of the land, for I will give it to you.” 
 

Again, God speaks to Abram, confirming His promise of both land and offspring. When 
God told Abram to look up, he would have seen Mt. Hermon in the north, the Dead Sea and the 
hills of Hebron to the south, the Jordan River to the east and the Mediterranean Sea to the west. 
This would have been the very first Holy Land tour!  God says He is giving this land to Abram 
and his offspring FOREVER.  
 

Verse 18 
“So Abram moved his tent and came and settled by the oaks of Mamre, which are at 

Hebron, and there he built an altar to the LORD.” 
 

Hebron is 19 miles southwest of Jerusalem. It is 3,040 feet above sea level. This became 
the family estate, centered around two items, a tent and an altar. One to be temporary and one to 
be eternal. This is where the cave of Machpelah is located, this is the cave Abraham bought for a 
tomb to bury Sarah. This also became the resting place of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Rachael and 
Leah.  

 
Cave of the Patriarchs 

 

 


