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Nations Descended from Noah 
Verses 1-32 

 
The Table of Nations shows how the earth was repopulated after the flood. 

The genealogy listed here is similar to 1 Chronicles 1. It’s similar because Genesis 10 explains 
more than the name of descendants, it explains these descendants had their own clans, languages, 
territories and nations (Vs 31). There are 70 genealogies listed here. There were 70 family 
members when Joseph went to Egypt (Genesis 46:27; Exodus 1:5). When Jesus sent out 
disciples, He sent out 70 (Luke 10:1).  
 

Verse 1 
“These are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Sons were born 

to them after the flood.” 
 

Japheth was the oldest of Noah’s sons. Shem was the middle son and Ham was the 
youngest. In regards to the rest of the Pentateuch, Japheth’s descendants will be dealt with the 
least. The curse placed upon Ham’s descendants will have them remain prevalent, however by 
far, Shem’s descendants will receive the majority of the attention for the remainder of the rest of 
the Torah.  
 

Verses 2-4 
“The sons of Japheth: Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras. 3 The 

sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah. 4 The sons of Javan: 
Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim.” 

 
Japheth is the father of the Gentile nations. Fourteen generations are listed, seven from 

his sons and seven from his grandsons.  
 

Japheth’s descendants mostly settled in nations stretching from India to western Europe.  
 The sons of Gomer became the Germanic people, from where most of  

Western Europe came to be. This would include the French, Spanish and Celtic settlers.  
 Magog, Tubal and Meshech settled in the far north and became the Russian  

people.  
 Madai became the Medes and populated Iran, Iraq and India.  
 Javan became the ancient Greeks. 
 The sons of Gomer (Noah’s grandson) settled in Israel, mainly north of  

Judea. 
 From Togarmah came the Armenian people.  
 

Verses 5 
“From these the coastland peoples spread in their lands, each with his own language, by 

their clans, in their nations.” 
 

This is the response to God’s charge to Noah after the flood to “be fruitful and multiple 
and fill the earth” (9:1).   
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Verses 6-7 
“The sons of Ham: Cush, Egypt, Put, and Canaan. The sons of Cush: Seba, Havilah, 

Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabteca. The sons of Raamah: Sheba and Dedan.” 
 

The descendants of Ham populated Africa and the far east. Cush is Ethiopia; Put is Libya. 
Today these descendants of Ham are in lands such as Egypt, Palestine, Sudan, Saudi Arabia and 
Yemen.  
 

Verses 8-12 
“Cush fathered Nimrod; he was the first on earth to be a mighty man. 9 He was a mighty 

hunter before the LORD. Therefore, it is said, “Like Nimrod a mighty hunter before 
the LORD.” 10 The beginning of his kingdom was Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the 
land of Shinar. 11 From that land he went into Assyria and built Nineveh, Rehoboth-Ir, 

Calah, and 12 Resen between Nineveh and Calah; that is the great city.” 
 

Nimrod is the father of false religion. His being called a “mighty man” or “mighty hunter” 
(NASB) does not refer to him being a sportsman hunting game. It does refer to him being a 
ruthless conqueror establishing cities. He built four in Babylonia (Shinar), and four in Assyria. 
Both Babylon and Assyria became the enemies of Israel. God did use both of those Gentile 
nations to discipline his disobedient children, Israel.  
 
Revelation 17:5 
“This title was written on her forehead: MYSTERY BABYLON THE GREAT THE MOTHER OF 
PROSTITUTES AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH”. 
 

False religion started in Genesis 10 in Babylon. Babylon has been a hindrance to the truth 
throughout history.  
 

Nimrod, the founder of Babylon had a wife who became the head of the so-called 
Babylonian mysteries which was nothing more than a false religion. Religious rites were 
developed as part of this idol worshipping and then legend has it that his wife, Semiramis, claims 
she miraculously conceived a son Tammuz who was to be the savior of his people. This mystery 
religion claimed this birth fulfilled the promise God gave to Eve and thus a (false) messiah was 
born. Idols picturing the mother as the queen of heaven were common throughout the ancient 
world. Religious rites, involving worshipping the mother and child, were introduced into certain 
rites promising purity from sin. This washing away of sin involved sprinkling of Holy Water by 
the priest. Virgins were also needed for temple prostitution (worship). The son Tammuz was 
supposedly killed by wild beast and was brought back to life.  
 

Obviously, the source behind such deceit is the devil. This is a counterfeit attack on the 
future birth of Christ. There is a Savior. There is payment for sin. There was a miraculous 
conception but it is not in the time of the Old Testament and Semiramis plays no role in God’s 
plan. This is a trick from the devil.  
 

Both Ezekiel and Jeremiah spoke about the worship of Semiramis, the queen of heaven, 
and her son Tammuz. 
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Ezekiel 8:14 
“Then he brought me to the entrance to the north gate of the house of the LORD, and I saw 
women sitting there, mourning for Tammuz”. 
 
Jeremiah 7:18 
“The children gather wood, the fathers light the fire, and the women knead the dough and make 
cakes of bread for the Queen of Heaven. They pour out drink offerings to other gods to provoke 
me to anger.” 
 
Jeremiah 44:17-19 
“We will certainly do everything we said we would: We will burn incense to the Queen of 
Heaven and will pour out drink offerings to her just as we and our fathers, our kings and our 
officials did in the towns of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem. At that time we had plenty of 
food and were well off and suffered no harm. 18 But ever since we stopped burning incense to the 
Queen of Heaven and pouring out drink offerings to her, we have had nothing and have been 
perishing by sword and famine." 19 The women added, "When we burned incense to the Queen of 
Heaven and poured out drink offerings to her, did not our husbands know that we were making 
cakes like her image and pouring out drink offerings to her?" 

 
Numerous Babylonian monuments depict the goddess-mother Semiramis with her son in 

arm. The image of the mother and child was so firmly entrenched in the pagan mind that when 
Christianity appeared on the scene these pagan statues and paintings were merely renamed and 
worshiped as the virgin Mary and her god-incarnate son Jesus. 

 
Graphic credit: http://www.discerningthetimesonline.net/BabylonianHistoryWhereitallbegan.html 
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Worship of mother and child spread from Babylon to the ends of the earth, but were 
called different names in the languages of the various counties where their worship appeared.  

 The ancient Germans worshipped the virgin HERTHA 
 The Scandinavians called her DISA 
 In Egypt, the mother and her child were worshiped as ISIS with the                         

infant OSIRIS or HORUS seated on his mother's lap 
 In India, the mother and child were called DEVAKI and KRISHNA,  

and also, ISI and ISWARA as they are worshiped to this day  
 In Asia, they were known as CYBELE and DEOIUS  
 In pagan Rome, as FORTUNA and JUPITER-PUER  
 or the boy JUPITER  
 in Greece, as CERES, the great mother with babe at her breast, or as  

IRENE, the goddess of peace, with the boy PLUTUS in her arms  
 Even in Tibet, China, and Japan, Jesuit missionaries were astonished to  

find the Roman counterpart of MADONNA and child. SHING MOO, the holy 
mother in China was portrayed with a child in her arms and a glory around her. 

 
Semiramis was worshiped in Ephesus as the pagan fertility goddess DIANA who 

represented the generative powers of nature. She was referred to as a fertility goddess because 
she mothered all the numerous pagan gods representing the god-incarnate Nimrod. Diana was 
pictured with numerous breasts so that she could nurse all the pagan gods, and she wore a tower-
shaped crown symbolizing the Babylonian tower of Babel. 
 

Verses 13-19 
“Egypt fathered Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim, Naphtuhim, 14 Pathrusim, Casluhim (from 
whom the Philistines came), and Caphtorim. Canaan fathered Sidon his firstborn and 
Heth, 16 and the Jebusites, the Amorites, the Girgashites, 17 the Hivites, the Arkites, the 
Sinites, 18 the Arvadites, the Zemarites, and the Hamathites. Afterward the clans of the 
Canaanites dispersed. 19 And the territory of the Canaanites extended from Sidon in the 

direction of Gerar as far as Gaza, and in the direction of Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and 
Zeboiim, as far as Lasha.” 

 
The descendants of Sinite became the Oriental people.  

 
Verse 20 

“These are the sons of Ham, by their clans, their languages, their lands, and their nations.” 
 

This verse confirms that these descendants had different clans, languages, lands, and 
nations. 
 

Verse 21-24 
“To Shem also, the father of all the children of Eber, the elder brother of Japheth, children 
were born. The sons of Shem: Elam, Asshur, Arpachshad, Lud, and Aram. 23 The sons of 
Aram: Uz, Hul, Gether, and Mash. 24 Arpachshad fathered Shelah; and Shelah fathered 

Eber.” 
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This is where the line of the Patriarchs come from.  
 Elam was the father of the Persian people 
 Asshur became the father of the Assyrian people 
 Lud became the father of the Lydian people 
 Aram became the father of the Arameans (also known as the Syrians). 
 Arpachshad became the father of the Hebrews  
 

Verses 25-30 
“To Eber were born two sons: the name of the one was Peleg, for in his days the earth was 

divided, and his brother's name was Joktan. 26 Joktan fathered Almodad, Sheleph, 
Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 27 Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 28 Obal, Abimael, Sheba, 29 Ophir, Havilah, 
and Jobab; all these were the sons of Joktan. 30 The territory in which they lived extended 

from Mesha in the direction of Sephar to the hill country of the east.” 
 
The list of descendants continues to grow. 
 

Verses 31-32 
“These are the sons of Shem, by their clans, their languages, their lands, and their nations. 

32 These are the clans of the sons of Noah, according to their genealogies, in their 
nations, and from these the nations spread abroad on the earth after the flood.” 

 
This final verse is a summary of chapter 10.  
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The Tower of Babel 
Verses 1-9 

 
Verses 1-2 

“Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2 And as people migrated 
from the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there.” 

 

 
 

The land of Shinar is referenced eight times in the Old Testament (Genesis 10:10, 11:2, 
14:1, 14:9, Joshua 7:21, Isaiah 11:11, Daniel 1:2, Zechariah 5:11).   Shinar (also known as 
Babylon) is significant for many reasons, such as this is the land God exiled Israel to for 70 
years.  
 
 It is significant because this is the land Nebuchadnezzar carried off the Holy things of the 
Lord’s temple and placed them in a temple to the god he worshipped (Daniel 1:1-2). 
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Nebuchadnezzar placed the holy temple items into the temple of Marduk, also called Bel, which 
was the chief god of the Babylonians.  
    
 Shinar was the location of the Tower of Babel (10:10). A plain in Shinar was the site 
chosen to construct the rebellious Tower of Babel.  As punishment for the people’s wickedness, 
God confused their language, and thus the land of Shinar earned the name of “Babel” or 
“Babylon”. Babylon derive its names from Babel, which means “confusion.”  
 
 Shinar was ruled by a king that Abraham fought. During Abraham’s time, four kings, 
including Amraphel, king of Shinar, fought against the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah and three 
other kings (Genesis 14:1-9). After overpowering the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah, the four 
kings plundered the cities, and carried away Abraham’s nephew, Lot and all his possessions.  
Abraham and 318 of his men chased and defeated the four kings, saving Lot, his family, and his 
possessions. 

 
 Shinar was associated with temptation. After taking Jericho, the Israelites failed in 
conquering Ai because of sin in the camp (Joshua 7). Achan had stolen items from Jericho, 
which the Lord had specifically commanded against including a finely crafted, beautiful robe 
from Shinar. Once his sin was discovered, Achan and his family were stoned to death. 

 
 Shinar was associated with Babylon’s wickedness. In Zechariah 5, the prophet Zechariah 
had a vision of a basket with a lead cover. The angel helped Zechariah understand the meaning 
of the basket: “This is the iniquity of the people throughout the land”. Then the angel raised the 
cover of lead, revealing to the prophet that there was a woman in the basket. The angel said, 
“‘This is wickedness,’ and he pushed her back into the basket and pushed the lead cover down 
over its mouth”. The basket with the woman was then carried through air to the land of Shinar 
where a temple would be built for it. This vision explains the suppression of wickedness and its 
banishment to Shinar/Babylon. The apostle John in the book of Revelation adds more details to 
this vision. John is told the wickedness of Shinar would eventually be freed and even worshiped 
(Revelation 17). Both in ancient times and in the End Times, Shinar is associated with the 
wicked worship of false gods.  Babylon the Great is the center of wickedness and demonic 
worship (Revelation 18:2-3). 

 
Babylon is modern day Iraq and has played a large role in Biblical history. 

How long has Iraq been in the Bible? 
 The Garden of Eden was in Iraq 
 Noah built the ark in Iraq 
 The Tower of Babel was in Iraq 
 Abraham was from Ur which is Southern Iraq 
 Isaac's wife Rebekah was from Iraq 
 Jacob met Rachel in Northern Iraq 
 Jonah preached in Nineveh which is in Iraq 
 Assyria, which is Iraq, conquered the ten Northern tribes of Israel 
 Daniel was in the lion's den in Iraq 
 Ezekiel preached in Iraq 

Until the Lord returns Iraq will be in the news. 
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Verses 3-4 
“And they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.” 
And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar. 4 Then they said, “Come, let us 

build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for 
ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” 

 
The terminology reveals the heart and how it was pitted against God… “let US make 

bricks… let US build a city… let US build a tower… let US make a name for ourselves.  
 

The heart and the material used to build the Tower of Babel reveals these people were not 
only disobedient to God’s command to ‘fill the earth’ (Genesis 9), but they also did not believe 
God’s word. God promised to never flood the earth again however the material used to build 
included making the tower waterproof. They used the same bitumen or ‘pitch’ that Noah used on 
the ark and Moses’ mother used on his basket.  
 

Verses 5-9 
“And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of man had 

built. 6 And the Lord said, “Behold, they are one people, and they have all one language, 
and this is only the beginning of what they will do. And nothing that they propose to do will 

now be impossible for them. 7 Come, let us go down and there confuse their language, so 
that they may not understand one another's speech.” 8 So the Lord dispersed them from 

there over the face of all the earth, and they left off building the city. 9 Therefore its name 
was called Babel, because there the Lord confused the language of all the earth. And from 

there the Lord dispersed them over the face of all the earth.” 
 

Verse 7 uses the plural, “Let us go down and confuse their languages…”, representing the 
Trinity. Again, this is a picture of God’s mercy. By His grace these people were not destroyed, 
but scattered. Any ability each clan had of understanding one another’s language was removed 
and the people were left without the ability to communicate. One can understand the difficulties 
of moving to a foreign country not being able to speak or understand a foreign language and yet 
having to find work, shelter and live daily life in that environment. That was the result of this 
attempt to ‘build a tower that reached into heaven’.  

 
Shem's Descendants 

Verses 10-26 
 

Verses 10-26 
“These are the generations of Shem. When Shem was 100 years old, he fathered 

Arpachshad two years after the flood. 11 And Shem lived after he fathered Arpachshad 500 
years and had other sons and daughters. 12 When Arpachshad had lived 35 years, he 

fathered Shelah. 13 And Arpachshad lived after he fathered Shelah 403 years and had other 
sons and daughters. 14 When Shelah had lived 30 years, he fathered Eber. 15 And Shelah 

lived after he fathered Eber 403 years and had other sons and daughters. 16 When Eber had 
lived 34 years, he fathered Peleg. 17 And Eber lived after he fathered Peleg 430 years and 
had other sons and daughters. When Peleg had lived 30 years, he fathered Reu. 19 And 

Peleg lived after he fathered Reu 209 years and had other sons and daughters. 20 When Reu 
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had lived 32 years, he fathered Serug. 21 And Reu lived after he fathered Serug 207 years 
and had other sons and daughters. 22 When Serug had lived 30 years, he fathered 

Nahor. 23 And Serug lived after he fathered Nahor 200 years and had other sons and 
daughters. 24 When Nahor had lived 29 years, he fathered Terah. 25 And Nahor lived after 

he fathered Terah 119 years and had other sons and daughters. 26 When Terah had lived 70 
years, he fathered Abram, Nahor, and Haran.” 

 
Life spans begin to decrease.  Migration also begins to come to a conclusion, with this set 

of descendants many begin to worship other gods, such as the moon gods. 
 
Joshua 24:2 
“Joshua said to all the people, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel says: ‘From ancient 
times your fathers lived beyond the Euphrates River, namely, Terah, the father of Abraham and 
the father of Nahor, and they served other gods.” 

 
Verses 24-26 lists the grandfather and father of Abraham. This is the first mention of 

Abraham in Scripture. These eleven chapters have covered over 2,000 years, from creation to 
Abraham. From chapters 12 to the end of the book, Abraham is a main character.  

 
Noah to Abraham 

Genesis 9:28-29 
“After the flood Noah lived 350 years. 29 Altogether, Noah lived 950 years, and then he died.” 
 
Genesis 11:10-26 

 This is the account of Shem. Two years after the flood, when Shem was 100 years old, he 
became the father of Arphaxad. 

 When Arphaxad had lived 35 years, he became the father of Shelah. 
 When Shelah had lived 30 years, he became the father of Eber.  
 When Eber had lived 34 years, he became the father of Peleg. 
 When Peleg had lived 30 years, he became the father of Reu. 
 When Reu had lived 32 years, he became the father of Serug. 
 When Serug had lived 30 years, he became the father of Nahor. 
 When Nahor had lived 29 years, he became the father of Terah. 
 After Terah had lived 70 years, he became the father of Abram, Nahor and Haran.  

_____ 
    There is 292 years from Shem to Abram 
 
Noah lived 600 years before the flood and 350 years after the flood 
 
  350 
 -292  

 58 years, which means Abram was 58 years old when Noah died. 
For 58 years, Noah and Abraham were both alive. One can only wonder if they ever met.  
 
At 75 Abram leaves Haran, 17 years after Noah’s death (Genesis 12:4) 
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Here is a brief timeline:    
Creation (young earth)   4000 B.C.  6,021 years ago 
Adam lives 930 years     
Genesis 5 - Adam to Noah 1,056 years    2944 B.C.  4,944 years ago  
Flood happens 600 years later    2344 B.C.  4,344 years ago 
292 years later Abraham is born   2048 B.C.  4,048 years ago 
Moses born      1526 B.C.  3,156 years ago 
Joshua leads Israel into promise Land  1405 B.C.  3,405 years ago  
Period of Israel’s 10 judges ends in   1398 -1052 B.C. 3,398 -3,052 years ago 
King Saul      1043 – 1011 B.C. 3,043-3,011 years ago 
King David      1011 -971 B.C. 3,011-2,971 years ago 
Kind Solomon     971-931 B.C.  2,07-2,931 years ago   
North Israel conquered    722 B.C.  2,722 years ago 
Babylon takes Israel    605-586 B.C.  2,605-2,586 years ago 

 
Terah's Descendants 

Verses 27-32 
“Now these are the generations of Terah. Terah fathered Abram, Nahor, and Haran; and 

Haran fathered Lot. 28 Haran died in the presence of his father Terah in the land of his 
kindred, in Ur of the Chaldeans. 29 And Abram and Nahor took wives. The name of 

Abram's wife was Sarai, and the name of Nahor's wife, Milcah, the daughter of Haran the 
father of Milcah and Iscah. 30 Now Sarai was barren; she had no child. 31 Terah took 

Abram his son and Lot the son of Haran, his grandson, and Sarai his daughter-in-law, his 
son Abram's wife, and they went forth together from Ur of the Chaldeans to go into the 

land of Canaan, but when they came to Haran, they settled there. 32 The days of Terah were 
205 years, and Terah died in Haran.” 

 
Abram (which means father) takes a wife, Sarai (which means contentious). Leaving Ur, 

which was located in Mesopotamia, they move to Haran before they continue on to Canaan.   
 

 


