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Jacob Leaves Secretly for Canaan 
Verses 1-21 

 
Verses 1-3 

“Now Jacob heard the words of Laban’s sons, saying, “Jacob has taken away all that was 
our father’s, and from what belonged to our father he has made all this wealth.” 2 And 
Jacob saw the attitude of Laban, and behold, it was not friendly toward him as it had 

been before. 3 Then the LORD said to Jacob, “Return to the land of your fathers and to your 
relatives, and I will be with you.” 

 
Six years before God had put the desire in Jacob’s heart to return home; now it was time 

to actually go. Because over the last six years Jacob had become wealthy with livestock, his 
relatives grew jealous and their attitude towards him changed. Jacob, sensing the change of heart, 
took this as another indicator that it was time for this season of life to end and for him to take his 
family and return to the land of his father, the land God had promised him years ago at Bethel.   

 
Although Jacob’s leaving was confirmed by God, his departure was an escape, an act out 

of fear, not an act of faith. Out of fear he decided not to face Laban and tell him he was leaving. 
Instead he hid his plans from all but his immediate family.  
 

Verses 4-9 
“4 So Jacob sent word and called Rachel and Leah to his flock in the field, 5 and said to 

them, “I see your father’s attitude, that it is not friendly toward me as it was before, but the 
God of my father has been with me. 6 You know that I have served your father with all my 
strength. 7 Yet your father has cheated me and changed my wages ten times; however, God 
did not allow him to do me harm. 8 If he said this: ‘The speckled shall be your wages,’ then 
all the flock delivered speckled; and if he said this: ‘The striped shall be your wages,’ then 

all the flock delivered striped. 9 So God has taken away your father’s livestock and 
given them to me.” 

 
Jacob summoned his wives, Rachel and Leah, to the open shepherd field, a place where 

they could talk and plan without being overheard. The Mesopotamian legal code said he could 
not take his wives away from their home without their consent. As Jacob explained his reasoning, 
both women were in agreement; it was time to leave.  
 

Verses 10-13 
“10 And it came about at the time when the flock was breeding that I raised my eyes and 

saw in a dream—and behold—the male goats that were mating were striped, speckled, or 
mottled. 11 Then the angel of God said to me in the dream, ‘Jacob’; and I said, ‘Here I 

am.’ 12 He said, ‘Now raise your eyes and see that all the male goats that are mating are 
striped, speckled, or mottled; for I have seen everything that Laban has been doing to 

you. 13 I am the God of Bethel, where you anointed a memorial stone, where you made a 
vow to Me; now arise, leave this land, and return to the land of your birth.’” 

 
Jacob reveals the “deal” he brought to Laban was not something he thought up but was a 

direct revelation from the Lord. In a worldly perspective the proposal Jacob brought to Laban 
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was very one sided - in favor of Laban. However, when God is added to the proposal, it 
drastically changed its value.  
 

Verses 14-16 
“14 Rachel and Leah said to him, “Do we still have any share or inheritance in our father’s 

house? 15 Are we not regarded by him as foreigners? For he has sold us, and has 
also entirely consumed our purchase price. 16 Surely all the wealth which God has taken 

away from our father belongs to us and our children; now then, do whatever God has told 
you.” 

 
When a dowry was made it was to be put aside in case the bride was widowed or 

abandoned. In the case of Laban, he did not put anything away; he created and kept the wealth 
for himself. The women acknowledge Laban’s wealth was not because of his effort but because 
of God’s blessing, a blessing they felt was purposed for them.  
 

Verses 17-21 
“17 Then Jacob stood up and put his children and his wives on camels; 18 and he drove away 

all his livestock and all his property which he had acquired, the livestock he possessed 
which he had acquired in Paddan-aram, to go to the land of Canaan to his father 

Isaac. 19 Laban had gone to shear his flock, and Rachel stole the household idols that were 
her father’s. 20 And Jacob deceived Laban the Aramean by not telling him that he was 

fleeing. 21 So he fled with all that he had; and he got up and crossed the Euphrates River, 
and set out for the hill country of Gilead.” 

 
Sheep shearing was a springtime activity. We are told that Laban went off to shear his 

flock, an activity that could keep him away for several days. That was the opportunity Jacob, 
Rachel and Leah needed to begin their journey. 

 
Rachel stole the teraphim, or household idol. This would have been a carved human 

figure. In Judges 17:6 a man named Micah took silver from his mother, had it made into an idol, 
then hired a Levite to be his personal priest. In this case with Rachel, we are not told what 
material it was made of or if she stole it for superstition reasons or because of its value.  Here, 
like Michal the wife of King David (1 Samuel 19:13), is the wife of a godly man who is 
influenced by pagan spiritual practices, practices that carried over from her father’s influence and 
practice. This confirms how parents do have a powerful spiritual influence over their children. 
 

Laban Pursues Jacob 
Verses 22-42 

 
Verses 22-24 

“22 When Laban was informed on the third day that Jacob had fled, 23 he took 
his kinsmen with him and pursued him a distance of seven days’ journey, and 
he overtook him in the hill country of Gilead. 24 However, God came to Laban 

the Aramean in a dream of the night and said to him, “Be careful that you do not 
speak to Jacob either good or bad.” 
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Laban went after Jacob with evil intentions. How do we know this? Because God 

intervened on Jacob’s behalf and warned Laban to let Jacob go peacefully. 
 

Verses 25-30 
“25 And Laban caught up with Jacob. Now Jacob had pitched his tent in the hill country, 
and Laban with his kinsmen camped in the hill country of Gilead. 26 Then Laban said to 

Jacob, “What have you done by deceiving me and carrying away my daughters like 
captives of the sword? 27 Why did you flee secretly and deceive me, and did not tell me, so 

that I might have sent you away with joy and with songs, with tambourine and 
with lyre; 28 and did not allow me to kiss my grandchildren and my daughters? Now you 
have done foolishly. 29 It is in my power to do you harm, but the God of your father spoke 
to me last night, saying, ‘Be careful not to speak either good or bad to Jacob.’ 30 Now you 
have indeed gone away because you longed greatly for your father’s house; but why did 

you steal my gods?” 
 

Because he left unannounced, Jacob would have been prepared for Laban’s wrath, 
however he was not prepared for an accusation of theft.  The fact that Laban was so upset with 
the missing idol reveals the god that he worships. Laban was convinced that the thief was 
someone in Jacob’s party; Jacob was convinced that it was not. Jacob was unaware of Rachel’s 
actions.  
 

Verses 31-35 
“31 Then Jacob replied to Laban, “Because I was afraid, for I thought that you would take 
your daughters from me by force. 32 The one with whom you find your gods shall not live; 

in the presence of our relatives point out what is yours among my belongings and take it for 
yourself.” Now Jacob did not know that Rachel had stolen them. 33 So Laban went into 

Jacob’s tent, and into Leah’s tent, and into the tent of the two slave women, but he did not 
find them. Then he went out of Leah’s tent and entered Rachel’s tent. 34 Now Rachel had 
taken the household idols and put them in the camel’s saddlebag, and she sat on them. So 
Laban searched through all the tent, but did not find them. 35 And she said to her father, 

“May my lord not be angry that I cannot stand in your presence, because the way of 
women is upon me.” So he searched but did not find the household idols.” 

 
Rachel hid the stolen idol from her father. As Laban searched each tent from top to bottom, 
Jacob’s anger, which had been building up, was finally unleashed.  
 

Verses 36-37 
“36 Then Jacob became angry and argued with Laban; and Jacob said to Laban, “What is 
my offense? What is my sin that you have hotly pursued me? 37 Though you have searched 
through all my property, what have you found of all your household property? Set it here 
in front of my relatives and your relatives, so that they may decide between the two of us.” 

 
Now it is Jacob who lashes out. To him the accusation of theft was a shame; he did not 

realize that it was true. The years of Laban’s mistreatment and deceitfulness had reached a point 
to where Jacob could no longer hold his tongue or his heart. He publicly called Laban out.  
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Verses 38-42 

“38 For these twenty years I have been with you; your ewes and your female goats have not 
miscarried, nor have I eaten the rams of your flocks. 39 I did not even bring to you that 

which was torn by wild animals; I took the loss myself. You demanded it of my 
hand whether stolen by day or stolen by night. 40 This is how I was: by day the heat 

consumed me and the frost by night, and my sleep fled from my eyes. 41 For these twenty 
years I have been in your house; I served you fourteen years for your two daughters, and 
six years for your flock, and you changed my wages ten times. 42 If the God of my father, 

the God of Abraham and the fear of Isaac, had not been for me, surely now you would have 
sent me away empty-handed. God has seen my affliction and the labor of my hands, so 

He rendered judgment last night.” 
 

Twenty years of boiled up frustrations came pouring out. Still Jacob gave honor to God, 
“If the God of my father, the God of Abraham and the fear of Isaac, had not been for me…”  
 

The Covenant of Mizpah 
Verses 43-55 

 
Verses 43-44 

“Then Laban replied to Jacob, “The daughters are my daughters, the children 
are my grandchildren, the flocks are my flocks, and everything that you see is mine. 
But what can I do this day to these daughters of mine or to their children to whom they 

have given birth? 44 So now come, let’s make a covenant, you and I, and it shall be a witness 
between you and me.” 

 
After hearing from the Lord and witnessing Jacob’s strong rebuke, Laban knew he was 

not going to get his way. His ‘spin’ is to propose a covenant, a promise, a vow between the two 
men. Jacob saw through Laban’s attempt to be a peacemaker, knowing had God not intervened 
Laban would have tried to take his wives and children away.  
 

Verses 45-47 
“45 Then Jacob took a stone and set it up as a memorial stone. 46 Jacob said to his relatives, 

“Gather stones.” So they took stones and made a heap, and they ate there by the 
heap. 47 Now Laban called it Jegar-sahadutha, but Jacob called it Galeed.” 

 
Jacob agreed to the path of peace. He points out these stones would be a constant 

reminder of the agreement reached between the two this day. The stones declared a truce, but 
they also created a boundary line. Laban called the place Jegar-sahadutha, which in Aramaic 
means “witness pile”. Jacob called it Galeed, which means “witness pile” in Hebrew. These 
stones drew the line that neither was to cross.  

Verses 48-50 
“48 Laban said, “This heap is a witness between you and me this day.” Therefore it was 

named Galeed, 49 and Mizpah, for he said, “May the LORD keep watch between you and me 
when we are absent one from the other. 50 If you mistreat my daughters, or if you take 
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wives besides my daughters, although no one is with us, see, God is witness between you 
and me.” 

 
Mizpah means “watchtower” or “lookout”. The Mizpah in this passage was in Gilead, a 

mountainous region east of the Jordan River. To this day Jews still use the term Mizpah to 
describe a watchtower.  Laban says because there is now a boundary line between us, if you 
mistreat my daughters, I may not see it, but God will. This is language which communicates 
mistrust.  

 
Verses 51-53 

“51 Laban also said to Jacob, “Behold this heap and behold the memorial stone which I 
have set between you and me. 52 This heap is a witness, and the memorial stone is a witness, 
that I will not pass by this heap to you for harm, and you will not pass by this heap and this 
memorial stone to me, for harm. 53 The God of Abraham and the God of Nahor, the God of 

their father, judge between us.” So Jacob swore by the fear of his father Isaac.” 
 

Jacob had built this monument, but true to his character Laban took credit for it, saying, 
“See this pile of stones . . . and see this monument I have set between us.” Laban’s word were 
not a prayer; they were a negotiation. Since Laban called upon the God of Abraham and the God 
of Nahor, did God bless this truce and the site of this vow?  

Years later, this Mizpah, where Jacob and Laban parted ways was also called Ramath 
Mizpeh (Joshua 13:26). A man named Jephthah persuaded by his countrymen, led a war against 
the Ammonites. Jephthah made an agreement with the Gileadites “before the Lord in Mizpah” 
(Judges 11:11). The wording “before the Lord in …” indicates that for a brief time the tabernacle 
and the ark of the covenant were located in Mizpah. As Jephthah advanced upon his enemies, he 
made a foolish vow to the Lord: 
Judges 11:30-31 
“If you give the Ammonites into my hands, whatever comes out of the door of my house to meet 
me when I return in triumph from the Ammonites will be the Lord’s, and I will sacrifice it as a 
burnt offering” 
 

It’s important to note that the Lord did not ask him to make such a vow. His rash vow 
should be a warning to all about making ill-considered vows to the Lord.  
The Lord give Jephthah the victory, but, when he returned home in Mizpah, the first to come out 
the door of his house was his only child, a daughter who was dancing and rejoicing over her 
father’s triumph (Judges 11:34-35). 
 
Judges 11:39-40 
“From this comes the Israelite tradition 40 that each year the young women of Israel go out for 
four days to commemorate the daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite.” 
 

Verses 54-55 
“54 Then Jacob offered a sacrifice on the mountain, and called his relatives to the meal; and 
they ate the meal and spent the night on the mountain. 55 Then early in the morning Laban 

got up, and kissed his grandchildren and his daughters and blessed them. Then Laban 
departed and returned to his place.” 
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Jacob is becoming a man who trusts God. From the vision in Bethel to the dream of 

which livestock to claim, Jacob has come to the place where he obeys God and trusts Him. 
Before he leaves this place and this part of his life behind him, he offers a sacrifice to God, and 
prepares to continue the journey to the land God has called him back to.  
 
Genesis 31:3 
“Then the LORD said to Jacob, “Return to the land of your fathers and to your relatives, and I 
will be with you.” 
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Jacob’s Fear of Esau 
Verse 1-23 

 
Verses 1-2 

“Now as Jacob went on his way, the angels of God met him. 2 And when he saw them, Jacob 
said, “This is God’s camp.” So he named that place Mahanaim.” 

 
Jacob could now put Haran and his father-in-law behind him. He was heading home with 

eleven sons and much wealth. Twenty years earlier when he left his father’s house in Canaan, 
angels met him in a dream at Bethel. Now once again, as Jacob is returning to Canaan, he 
experienced meeting the angels of God. He called this site Mahanaim, which means “two 
camps”. There was a camp of angels and there was his camp. This word Mahanaim is used in 1 
Chronicles 12:22 to describe “the army of God.” 
 

Verses 3-5 
“3 Then Jacob sent messengers ahead of himself to his brother Esau in the land of Seir, 

the country of Edom. 4 He commanded them, saying, “This is what you shall say to my lord 
Esau: ‘Your servant Jacob says the following: “I have resided with Laban, and stayed until 

now; 5 and I have oxen, donkeys, flocks, and male and female servants; and I have 
sent messengers to tell my lord, so that I may find favor in your sight.” 

 
Twenty years ago, Jacob fled Canaan to escape the anger of his brother. Now he knew he 

had to face his brother, so he sent word on ahead of his arrival. Esau had settled south in Edom. 
From a geographical perspective, Jacob could have returned to Canaan and not run into his 
brother. This was more than a geographical situation; this was a burden that needed to be lifted. 

 
Jacob commanded his messengers to make Esau aware that Jacob now possessed much in 

terms of wealth which translated to his willingness to share some of his wealth and to attempt to 
make reparation.    
 

Verses 6-8 
“6 And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, “We came to your brother Esau, and 

furthermore he is coming to meet you, and four hundred men are with him.” 7 Then Jacob 
was greatly afraid and distressed; and he divided the people who were with him, and the 
flocks, the herds, and the camels, into two companies; 8 for he said, “If Esau comes to the 

one company and attacks it, then the company which is left will escape.” 
 

When the messengers returned with Esau’s reply, twenty years of hiding and twenty 
years of fear all became a reality. Esau was coming and he was bringing four hundred men with 
him. Why would he do this? What would his intentions be? Four hundred men was the standard 
size of a militia. A militia was a military force that was raised from the civil population to 
supplement a regular army in an emergency. Obviously twenty years have not healed the wounds 
Jacob’s deceit had caused. Jacob’s response was to go into defensive mode and to prepare for an 
attack. By dividing his party up, at least half could have the opportunity to escape and survive. 
Did Jacob forget about the Mahanaim? He too had an army at his side! 
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Verses 9-12 
“9 Then Jacob said, “God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac, LORD, who 

said to me, ‘Return to your country and to your relatives, and I will make you prosper,’ 10I 
am unworthy of all the favor and of all the faithfulness, which You have shown to Your 

servant; for with only my staff I crossed this Jordan, and now I have become two 
companies. 11 Save me, please, from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau; for I 
fear him, that he will come and attack me and the mothers with the children. 12 For You 

said, ‘I will assuredly make you prosper and make your descendants as the sand of the sea, 
which is too great to be counted.’” 

 
Jacob turned to God and he did so by reminding God of what He had said to Jacob in the 

past. This prayer is Jacob’s first recorded prayer in Scripture. It does show how he has matured 
spiritually. His prayer includes both confession (unworthiness), petition (please help) and his 
faith in God’s word. 
 

Verses 13-21 
“13 So he spent the night there. Then he selected from what he had with him a gift for his 
brother Esau: 14 two hundred female goats and twenty male goats, two hundred ewes and 
twenty rams, 15 thirty milking camels and their colts, forty cows and ten bulls, and twenty 
female donkeys and ten male donkeys. 16 Then he placed them in the care of his servants, 

every flock by itself, and said to his servants, “Pass on ahead of me, and put a space 
between flocks. 17 And he commanded the one in front, saying, “When my brother Esau 

meets you and asks you, saying, ‘To whom do you belong, and where are you going, and to 
whom do these animals in front of you belong?’ 18 then you shall say, ‘These belong to your 
servant Jacob; it is a gift sent to my lord Esau. And behold, he also is behind us.’  19 Then he 

commanded also the second and the third, and all those who followed the flocks, saying, 
“In this way you shall speak to Esau when you find him; 20 and you shall say, ‘Behold, your 

servant Jacob also is behind us.’” For he said, “I will appease him with the gift that goes 
ahead of me. Then afterward I will see his face; perhaps he will accept me.” 21 So the gift 

passed on ahead of him, while he himself spent that night in the camp.” 
 

Jacob is prepared to offer Esau a gift of 550 animals: 
 200 female goats 
 20 male goats  
 200 ewes 
 20 rams 
 30 milking camels and their colts  
 40 cows 
 10 bulls 
 20 female donkeys  
 10 male donkeys 

 
He was going to give Esau each type of animal one at a time hoping that as Esau saw this 

parade of livestock arrive, each group separately, by the time he saw his brother’s face for the 
first time in twenty years, his love of wealth would overcome his desire for vengeance.   
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Verses 22-23 
“22 Now he got up that same night and took his two wives, his two female slaves, and his 

eleven children, and crossed the shallow place of the Jabbok. 23 He took them and sent them 
across the stream. And he sent across whatever he had.” 

 
To show how deep his fear was, we see Jacob make a very unwise and unsafe decision. 

Taking his wives and children and having them crossing the fast-moving Jabbok in the dark of 
night was extremely dangerous. They may have been in more danger crossing this swift stream at 
night than they would have been facing Esau in daylight. In Jacob’s mind, having this river 
between his family and his brother was a safe move but, in reality, it left Jacob alone and in a 
state of desperation.  
 

Jacob Wrestles 
Verses 24-32 

 
Verses 24-28 

“Then Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 25 When the 
man saw that he had not prevailed against him, he touched the socket of Jacob’s hip; and 
the socket of Jacob’s hip was dislocated while he wrestled with him. 26 Then he said, “Let 

me go, for the dawn is breaking.” But he said, “I will not let you go unless you bless 
me.” 27 So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28 Then he said, 
“Your name shall no longer be Jacob, but Israel; for you have contended with God and 

with men and have prevailed.” 
 

Jacob thought he was alone, but he wasn’t. A hand grabbed him, a powerful hand. This 
was a hand that had a great deal of strength, enough to make Jacob use all the strength he had to 
fight back.  
 
Hosea 12:4 
“He strove with the angel and prevailed; he wept and sought his favor. 
He met God at Bethel, and there God spoke with us.” 

 
What Jacob did not realize was that this was not a wrestling match; it was a parable. This 

was a picture of his entire life; Jacob has come into the world wrestling with his brother grabbing 
his brothers heal. Jacob had wrestled with his father and then with his father-in-law. Now he was 
wrestling with God. Jacob had always struggled. As they wrestled, Jacob had no understanding 
that he was in the grip of God’s grace. This opponent was able to injure Jacob with just a touch. 
That was not the touch from an ordinary man; this had to be a touch from a supernatural being. 
Jacob wrestled with God until daybreak. How long was that? Six hours? Seven hours? The only 
path of victory for Jacob was surrender. Finally in verse 27 the two began to speak. God asked 
Jacob, “What is your name?” The last time Jacob was asked that, he lied to his father and said 
my name is Esau, your firstborn (27:18-19).  

 
God changed Abram’s name to Abraham (17:4-5). God changed Sarai’s name to Sarah 

(17:15). God changed Hoshea’s name to Joshua (Numbers 13:16). God changed Simon’s name 
to Cephas (Peter) (John 1:40-42). Now God changes Jacob’s name to Israel.  
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Verses 29-32 
“29 And Jacob asked him and said, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that 
you ask my name?” And he blessed him there. 30 So Jacob named the place Peniel, for he 
said, “I have seen God face to face, yet my life has been spared.” 31 Now the sun rose upon 
him just as he crossed over Penuel, and he was limping on his hip. 32 Therefore, to this day 
the sons of Israel do not eat the tendon of the hip which is on the socket of the hip, because 

he touched the socket of Jacob’s hip in the tendon of the hip.” 
 

Jacob began to understand that this opponent was more than someone from Esau’s army 
or Esau himself. This opponent had supernatural strength. He was able to injure him by just a 
touch of his hand and he refused to offer His name yet He had the authority to change Jacob’s 
name. Names reflect one’s character. By Jacob confessing his name, God changed Jacob, not just 
his name but his character.  He would no longer be Jacob (which means deceiver); he would not 
be Israel which means (turned the head of God or contended with God or God strives). As night 
began to turn into day his opponent was ready to leave but Jacob would not let Him go until He 
blessed him. His request was not one of arrogance but one out of brokenness. His request 
produced God’s transformational grace.   

 
2 Corinthians 12:9 
“But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me.” 
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Jacob Meets Esau 
Verses 1-17 

 
Verses 1-3 

“Then Jacob raised his eyes and looked, and behold, Esau was coming, and four hundred 
men with him. So he divided the children among Leah and Rachel, and the two slave 

women. 2 He put the slave women and their children in front, and Leah and her 
children next, and Rachel and Joseph last. 3 But he himself passed on ahead of them 

and bowed down to the ground seven times, until he came near to his brother.” 
 

When approaching a king, the proper protocol was to bow seven times. Jacob was 
recognizing Esau as the king of Edom. This time he placed himself in the front of the entourage. 
If Esau was going to attack Jacob would be the first one to experience his fury.  

Verses 4-7 
“4 Then Esau ran to meet him and embraced him, and fell on his neck and kissed him, and 

they wept. 5 He raised his eyes and saw the women and the children, and said, “Who are 
these with you?” So he said, “The children whom God has graciously given your 

servant.” 6 Then the slave women came forward with their children, and they bowed 
down. 7 And Leah likewise came forward with her children, and they bowed down; and 

afterward Joseph came forward with Rachel, and they bowed down.” 
 

Jacob was not expecting or prepared for the greeting which Esau gave him. The first 
words from Esau were not words of revenge, but a question. Seeing the women and children 
Esau wanted to know who everyone was. Jacob presented his family to his brother in order of his 
affection towards them. First the two maidservants and their four boys, then Leah and her six 
boys and Dinah and finally Rachel and their son, Joseph.  
 

Verses 8-11 
“8 And he said, “What do you mean by all this company which I have met?” And he said, 

“To find favor in the sight of my lord.” 9 But Esau said, “I have plenty, my brother; let 
what you have be your own.” 10 Jacob said, “No, please, if now I have found favor in your 

sight, then accept my gift from my hand, for I see your face as one sees the face of God, and 
you have received me favorably. 11 Please accept my gift which has been brought to 

you, because God has dealt graciously with me and because I have plenty.” So he urged 
him, and he accepted it.” 

 
Jacob compared seeing Esau’s face with seeing the face of God. What did he mean by 

that? He had feared seeing Esau. The night before he wrestled with God and lived and now, he is 
seeing Esau and he lives. Like God, Esau forgave Jacob. The divine encounter the night before 
set the stage for the brotherly encounter. Jacob’s humbling (and crippling) before God prepared 
him for this moment. God’s blessing preceded Esau’s forgiveness. One had to have had an 
impact on the other. It fits the theology of God first, people second.  
 

Verses 12-15 
“12 Then Esau said, “Let’s journey on and go, and I will go ahead of you.” 13 But he said to 

him, “My lord knows that the children are frail and that the flocks and herds that are 
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nursing are a matter of concern to me. And if they are driven hard just one day, all the 
flocks will die. 14 Please let my lord pass on ahead of his servant, and I will proceed at my 

leisure, at the pace of the cattle that are ahead of me and at the pace of the children, until I 
come to my lord at Seir.” 15 Then Esau said, “Please let me leave with you some of the 

people who are with me.” But he said, “What need is there? Let me find favor in the sight 
of my lord.” 

 
After this scene of reconciliation and restitution Esau wanted Jacob to follow him back to 

his home. The issue was Esau lived in Seir which was outside of the Promised Land, a place 
where Jacob was not to go. In a diplomatic way, Jacob separated from Esau and his band of four 
hundred men.  
 

Verses 16-18 
“16 So Esau returned that day on his way to Seir. 17 But Jacob journeyed to Succoth and 

built for himself a house and made booths for his livestock; therefore, the place is named 
Succoth.” 

 

 
 
Jacob’s decision to go to Succoth was an odd decision. God had called him back west towards 
Bethel, but Jacob traveled twenty miles north of Bethel to Succoth. 
 

Jacob Settles in Shechem 
Verses 18-20 

 
Verses 18-20 

“Now Jacob came safely to the city of Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan, when he 
came from Paddan-aram, and camped before the city. 19 He bought the plot of land where 

he had pitched his tent from the hand of the sons of Hamor, Shechem’s father, for a 
hundred pieces of money. 20 Then he erected there an altar and called it El-Elohe-Israel.” 

 



197 
 

Jacob built an altar in Shechem and called this place which means “the mighty God is the 
God of Israel.” Jacob may be worshipping God but he is not acting in obedience. He was told to 
come back to Bethel, and he chose a site miles north of there. One may say that Jacob was back 
in the Promised Land, back in Canaan so he was kind of obedient to God’s directive. Being kind 
of obedient to God’s direction does not lead to blessing and Jacob is about to find out partial 
obedience is disobedience. Jacob and his family will pay the price for his disobedience.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


