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'When they observed the boldness of Peter 
and John and realized that they were 
uneducated and untrained men, they were 
amazed and recognized that they had been 
with Jesus.‘ Acts 4:13 



Prologue 
  It’s not easy being bold. If you’re like me, sometimes you need help 

making bold moves. In the early 2000’s, I had the opportunity to 

become a full-time pastor. At the time, I was employed at a steelworker 

factory (my 10th year) and in my third year as a bi-vocational pastor. It 

was one of the highest paying factory jobs in town, along with great 

benefits. We were grateful to have it!  

 As our church grew, the day arrived when I had to make a decision. 

Our church was at a place where a full time pastor was needed. My wife 

and I were having the conversation while driving. I remember saying, “I 

don’t know what do. If I leave the factory job, our income decreases and 

we’ll lose our great health insurance and retirement. But the church can’t 

grow much further without a full time pastor. I don’t know which way to 

go.”  

Our car came to a stop at a red-light. Immediately my wife tapped 

me on the shoulder, while pointing to a semi truck in front of us. There, 

on the trailer were three words in large, black letters. It read, GO GOD’S 
WAY. In that moment, I knew what I was supposed to do. God gave me 

courage to make a bold move.  

During this small group semester, I hope you’ll have conversations 

and share stories that will help you make bold faith moves and 

continually find your greater purpose in life. And pay attention at red 

lights; God may send you a semi-truck too. 🙂  

Sincerely,  
Chad 



'And when they had prayed, the place in 
which they were gathered together was 
shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and continued to speak the word of 
God with boldness.’ Acts 4:31 



1  
Bold Faith in a climate of 
Uncertainty  
Daniel 3:16-25 

 Boldness isn’t something we’re born with; it’s cultivated. Boldness 

requires taking risks. Sometimes that means making the first move with 

no idea what the second move is. It’s kind of like running into a burning 

building to rescue a child. You don’t think about it, you just do it, unsure 

of what lies inside. In our story, we meet three Hebrew men, Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego, who have been captured and enslaved by the 

country of Babylon during the reign of King Nebuchadnezzar [Neb-Ah-

Ka-Nezzar]. This pagan king built a golden statue (of himself) that stood 

ninety feet tall and nine feet wide. A decree was sent out to all the 

people saying, 'When you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, 

harp, drum, and every kind of music, you are to fall facedown and 

worship the gold statue that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. But 

whoever does not fall down and worship will immediately be thrown into 

a furnace of blazing fire.” (Daniel 3:5-6). 

The Hebrew men made a bold faith move. I have thought about what I 

might do if I were put to a test like these three men. In my heart, I want 

to display a bold faith that would glorify God; but in the back of my 

mind, there was always a small voice of doubt and fear. Over the years, I 

have learned that bold faith isn’t the result of what I can do, but rather 
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what the Holy Spirit can do through me. We know this because Jesus 

reminds us in Luke 12:12 with these words, “The Holy Spirit will give you 

the words to say at the moment when you need them.” Bold faith 

requires our action and the supernatural work of the Holy Spirit.  

16 'Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego replied, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we 

do not need to defend ourselves before you. 17 If we are thrown into the 

blazing furnace, the God whom we serve is able to save us. He will 

rescue us from your power, Your Majesty. 18 But even if he doesn’t, we 

want to make it clear to you, Your Majesty, that we will never serve your 

gods or worship the gold statue you have set up.” 

19 ’Nebuchadnezzar was so furious with Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego that his face became distorted with rage. He commanded 

that the furnace be heated seven times hotter than usual. 20 Then he 

ordered some of the strongest men of his army to bind Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace. 21 So 

they tied them up and threw them into the furnace, fully dressed in their 

pants, turbans, robes, and other garments. 22 And because the king, in 

his anger, had demanded such a hot fire in the furnace, the flames killed 

the soldiers as they threw the three men in. 23 So Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abednego, securely tied, fell into the roaring flames.  

24 But suddenly, Nebuchadnezzar jumped up in amazement and 

exclaimed to his advisers, “Didn’t we tie up three men and throw them 

into the furnace?” “Yes, Your Majesty, we certainly did,” they replied. 25 

“Look!” Nebuchadnezzar shouted. “I see four men, unbound, walking 

around in the fire unharmed! And the fourth looks like a god!”  

Daniel 3:16-25 
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Start the Conversation 

• Tell the Story in your own words  
• Read the Story  
• Rebuild the Story 

Life Questions 

1. What is the boldest act of faith you have ever experienced? 

2. What are some things in the world that have or are challenging your 
faith in God? 

3. How would you respond if you were in the same situation as the three 
Hebrew men?  

4. The three Hebrew men told the king that even if God didn’t deliver 
them, they would still refuse to bow. What if God chooses not to 
deliver you from a circumstance? Will you still trust Him? How does 
this de-bunk the “name it, claim it” doctrine?  

5. When we read verse 20, we learn the three men were tied up, 
probably with ropes made of leather or hemp. Interestingly, the ropes 
are the only thing that actually did perish in the flames. Has there 
ever been a time in your life where a fiery trial resulted in setting you 
free from something?  

6. Who do you believe the fourth man in the fire was? How can you 
apply this to your own life and relationship with Christ?  

 

3



2  
Courageous Trust  
Genesis 22:1-14, James 1:2,13 

  Life happens. Regardless of our social, spiritual or financial status, life 

still happens. We are all grateful for the good seasons, when the job is 

secure, the family is healthy and you walk around humming happy 

songs. Then, all of the sudden, life throws a wrench. Someone you know 

gets sick. You lose your job. A friend or family member betrays you. The 

things you felt secure in all of a sudden feel like they are falling apart.  

  Trust is never easy. Especially when things become hard. Trusting Jesus 

as our Savior is the first step in becoming a Christian; but as we grow in 

our faith, our trust must also grow. You can’t really know the fullness of 

God without trusting Him. Our story showcases a bold trust in a loving 

God, as He puts Abraham to a test. He’s about to ask him to give up 

something he’s waited approximately eighteen centuries for. God isn’t 

testing him to be cruel or to see what he’s made of (He already knows). 

He is testing him so that his trust will increase and their relationship can 

be deepened.  

  God tests us to make our trust bolder and stronger. Sometimes people 

struggle trying to discern if they are being tested by God or tempted by 

the enemy. It’s important to understand the difference. Read James 

1:2-3 and 13 aloud before reading our story.  
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‘'1 After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” 

“Here I am,” he answered. 2 “Take your son,” he said, “your only son 

Isaac, whom you love, go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a 

burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about.” 3 So 

Abraham got up early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took with 

him two of his young men and his son Isaac. He split wood for a burnt 

offering and set out to go to the place God had told him about. 4 On the 

third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. 5 Then 

Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey. The boy 

and I will go over there to worship; then we’ll come back to you.” 6 

Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and laid it on his son 

Isaac. In his hand he took the fire and the knife, and the two of them 

walked on together. 7 Then Isaac spoke to his father Abraham and said, 

“My father.” And he replied, “Here I am, my son.” Isaac said, “The fire 

and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” 8 

Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt 

offering, my son.” Then the two of them walked on together. 9 When 

they arrived at the place that God had told him about, Abraham built the 

altar there and arranged the wood. He bound his son Isaac and placed 

him on the altar on top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out and 

took the knife to slaughter his son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called to 

him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” He replied, “Here I 

am.” 12 Then he said, “Do not lay a hand on the boy or do anything to 

him. For now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your 

only son from me.” 13 Abraham looked up and saw a ram caught in the 

thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram and offered it as 

a burnt offering in place of his son. 14 And Abraham named that place 

The Lord Will Provide, so today it is said, “It will be provided on the 

Lord’s  mountain.” Genesis 22:1-14 
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Start the Conversation 

• Tell the Story in your own words  
• Read the Story  
• Rebuild the Story 

Life Questions 

1. What is a sacrifice you have made in your life? What was the 
outcome?   

2. After reading the first few verses, how would you describe Abraham? 
What kind of man was he? 

3. Imagine you are Abraham. What would be running through your mind 
after receiving this command from God (verse 2)?  

4. How does verse 5 show us the strength of Abraham’s faith? Do you 
have an experience where your faith was greater than the predictable 
outcome?  

5. Read verses 7-8. What does this say to you? How is this a picture of 
the promise of Jesus?  

6. Imagine the fear running through Abraham’s heart in verse 10! 
Describe a time in your life when God showed up just at the right 
time. 

7. Read Genesis 22:13, John 19:2 and John 8:56 (in that order). These 
instances are hundreds of years apart. What is the correlation? How is 
this the evidence that God’s Word is infallible?  

8. What test are you going through right now? How can we pray for 
you?  
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3  
Tenacious Prayers  
Luke 18: 1-8 

  Most people don’t realize that prayer can be hard work. I’m not talking 

about a morning routine prayer where you ask God to be with your 

family as they start their day or the prayer you say over your dinner each 

evening. I’m talking about prayers that are tied to something you 

desperately need; times when a prayer is all you have and it feels like all 

the odds are stacked against you. It is times like these that our faith is 

tested and our tenacity is called to take stage, front and center. It is also 

times like these that people are watching, which means we have an 

opportunity to show people who don’t know God the power of knowing 

His son, Jesus.  

In our story, Jesus uses a parable to teach the disciples the importance 

of tenacious prayers. In the parable we find a poor widow and a corrupt 

judge. The poor widow is a picture of you and I praying; and the corrupt 

judge is a picture of God, which is an odd way to depict God, making it 

a strange combination. Of course, Jesus isn’t indicating that God is 

corrupt; instead he is making a point that if boldness can move a corrupt 

judge to act, imagine how God, who loves us so deeply, will move on 

our behalf.  



 

 

‘’'1 One day Jesus told his disciples a story to show that they 

should always pray and never give up. 2 “There was a judge in a 

certain city,” he said, “who neither feared God nor cared about 

people. 3 A widow of that city came to him repeatedly, saying, 

‘Give me justice in this dispute with my enemy.’  

4 The judge ignored her for a while, but finally he said to himself, 

‘I don’t fear God or care about people, 5 but this woman is driving 

me crazy. I’m going to see that she gets justice, because she is 

wearing me out with her constant requests!’”  

6 Then the Lord said, “Learn a lesson from this unjust judge. 7 

Even he rendered a just decision in the end. So don’t you think 

God will surely give justice to his chosen people who cry out to 

him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? 

 8 I tell you, he will grant justice to them quickly! But when the Son 

of Man returns, how many will he find on the earth who have 

faith?”’ Luke 18:1-8 
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Start the Conversation 

• Tell the Story in your own words  
• Read the Story  
• Rebuild the Story 

Life Questions 

1. Has there ever been a time when you were praying, but because of 
the prolonged answer, you lost heart?  Explain?  

2. What are some reasons you believe Jesus used a judge in the story 
who didn’t fear God or care about people? 

3. The woman asked for justice regarding a dispute with her enemy. 
Have you ever asked God to help you in a case where you were being 
mistreated or undermined by someone? How does this apply to our 
spiritual enemy?  

4. Read verses 6-7. What do these verses mean to you? What is Jesus 
trying to teach us?  

5. Daily routine prayers are important. How does this parable 
differentiate from routine prayers?  

6. Read 1 Thessalonians 5:17. How does this story help us understand 
that scripture? 

7. What is your thought process when God delays answering a prayer? 
What are some reasons He might delay?   

8. What tenacious prayer are you engaged in right now?  
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4  
Taking Bold Steps  
Matthew 14:22-32 

  Some of the greatest movies of all times are those where the 

underdog, destined to fail, comes out triumphant on the other side of 

whatever dilemma stood before him or her. One of my favorite 

underdog movies is the Karate Kid, where Daniel Larusso learns karate, 

overcomes bullies, wins a tournament and gets the girl (if you’ve seen 

the newest Netflix series, we learn he actually didn’t get the girl). In the 

storyline, Daniel got exactly what he asked for (to fight in a tournament). 

It didn’t take near as much courage to ask to be in the tournament as it 

did to actually show up for the real fight. He had to take a bold step.  

Bold moves are easier to talk about and dream about than do. Because 

unlike the character in the movies, our bold moves have real-life 

consequences; and the scariest part, is not knowing what’s going to 

happen after we take that first step. It’s easier to play it safe; but doing 

so will always result in missed opportunities.  

In our story, we find the disciples on a boat at sea, in the middle of a 

horrific wind storm. In the midst of the story, Peter, like Daniel Larusso,  

asks a gutsy question. Jesus’ response resulted in Peter having to make 

a decision that would require courage and trust. Following Jesus always 

results in action steps on our part. These can be scary moments; but it’s 

in these moments that we position ourselves to see God do miracles.  
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22 ‘'Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go 

ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23 

After dismissing the crowds, he went up on the mountain by 

himself to pray. Well into the night, he was there alone. 24 

Meanwhile, the boat was already some distance from land, 

battered by the waves, because the wind was against them. 25 

Jesus came toward them walking on the sea very early in the 

morning.  

26 When the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were 

terrified. “It’s a ghost!” they said, and they cried out in fear. 27 

Immediately Jesus spoke to them. “Have courage! It is I. Don’t be 

afraid.” 28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter answered him, “command me 

to come to you on the water.” 29 He said, “Come.” And climbing 

out of the boat, Peter started walking on the water and came 

toward Jesus.  

30 But when he saw the strength of the wind, he was afraid, and 

beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Immediately 

Jesus reached out his hand, caught hold of him, and said to him, 

“You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they got into the 

boat, the wind ceased. ‘ Matthew 14:22-32 
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Start the Conversation 

• Tell the Story in your own words  
• Read the Story  
• Rebuild the Story 

Life Questions 

1. What is your favorite movie where the underdog took a bold step and 
became the victor?  

2. Verse 22 says, “Jesus made the disciples get into the boat…” 
Describe a time in your life where God didn’t deliver you from a 
storm, but required you to go through it.  

3. What do you think Jesus was praying about? What do you believe the 
disciples were talking about on the boat, in a storm and without 
Jesus?  

4. When the disciples saw Jesus, they thought it was a ghost. Jesus 
responded with, “Have courage” and “Don’t be afraid.” Describe a 
time in your life where God’s voice calmed you and/or gave you 
courage. 

5. What do you think moved Peter to ask such a bold question and even 
take a bolder step? What’s the boldest step you have ever taken?  

6. Verse 30 says when Peter saw the wind, he began to sink. What are 
are you seeing in your life that’s trying to steal or lessen your faith? 
What can we learn from Peter’s response?  

7. Read Psalms 30:5. The Bible says after they returned to the boat, the 
wind ceased. This is a reminder that every storm has a starting and 
stopping point. Why is it important to remember that? When is the 
most likely time to forget that?  
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5  
Fearless Action  
Acts 3:1-10 

There are times in our life that require fearless action. It doesn’t take 

much to move us when we see a friend in danger or learn that one of 

our kids is about to make a tragic mistake. We move in the immediate. 

There are times in our lives as Christians, where we must patiently wait 

for God to answer us. There are other times that God prompts us to act 

fearlessly, in the moment.  

In our story, we find Peter and John operating as the New Testament 

church, which was just recently activated (Acts 2). These two men are on 

their way to church, when they come across someone in need. If I would 

have been there, I would probably have invited him to join us for church.  

Yet, Peter and John had a different thought. Instead, they met a need 

where the need was. They were prompted by the Spirit to move in the 

immediate. It isn’t hard to miss an opportunity to move in the 

“immediate” when prompted by the Holy Spirit. You only have a short 

window of time to make a decision. As we will see in our story, the right 

response the the Spirit’s prompting always results in a miraculous move 

of God. And by the way, there are no such things as little miracles.  
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1 'Now Peter and John were going up to the temple for the time 

of prayer at three in the afternoon. 2 A man who was lame from 

birth was being carried there. He was placed each day at the 

temple gate called Beautiful, so that he could beg from those 

entering the temple.  

3 When he saw Peter and John about to enter the temple, he 

asked for money. 4 Peter, along with John, looked straight at him 

and said, “Look at us.” 5 So he turned to them, expecting to get 

something from them. 6 But Peter said, “I don’t have silver or 

gold, but what I do have, I give you: In the name of Jesus Christ of 

Nazareth, get up and walk!” 

 7 Then, taking him by the right hand he raised him up, and at 

once his feet and ankles became strong. 8 So he jumped up and 

started to walk, and he entered the temple with them — walking, 

leaping, and praising God.  

9 All the people saw him walking and praising God, 10 and they 

recognized that he was the one who used to sit and beg at the 

Beautiful Gate of the temple. So they were filled with awe and 

astonishment at what had happened to him. 'Acts 3:1-10 
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Start the Conversation 

• Tell the Story in your own words  
• Read the Story  
• Rebuild the Story 

Life Questions 

1. Describe a time in your life when you didn’t have any money and 
were dependent upon others.  

2. How do you respond to the beggar on the street corner or some 
random intersection?  

3. The crippled man was placed at the gate area of the church each day. 
What does this say about the health of the church? How would you 
want your church to respond?  

4. Do you believe healing can still happen today as it did in Acts 3? Why 
or why not.  

5. Verse 5 says the lame man was expecting to receive something from 
them. What role does “expectation” play in faith?  

6. Has there ever been a time in your life where God prompted you to 
act or serve someone in the moment?  

7. Has God ever moved in your life immediately, whether by His own 
hand or by using others as he used Peter and John?  

8. What is a front burner need in your life right now? How can this group 
pray for you?  
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