
Once you have embraced the grace of God and 
identify as a follower of Jesus, baptism is the 
next step in your spiritual journey.

To know why this is important, it’s beneficial to 
understand the origin and true meaning of water 
baptism.

More than 2,000 years ago, we read in the 
Scriptures about a man named John the Baptist 
(Matthew 3). John earned this name when he 
began baptizing others in the River Jordan.

While preaching a message of repentance and 
turning back to God, he invited his followers to 
humble themselves and be baptized in water to 
signify and physically demonstrate that they 
were washing away their old lifestyle and 
accepting the message that John preached.

Then we read that Jesus Himself came forward 
to be baptized by John! By this, Jesus made a 
public demonstration and declaration of His 
intent to follow the Father.

Later, in His last moments with His 
disciples, Jesus encouraged them to 
continue this practice (Matthew  8:18-19). In 
doing so, He signified the importance for every 
believer to be baptized. This illustrates to us 
that it is far more than an empty tradition or 
legality. Rather, it holds the same meaning 
today that it did the day Jesus Himself was 
baptized. It continues to stand as a defining 
moment, particularly for the new believer, 
between the old and the new. It is a public 
demonstration and declaration of an 
individual’s faith in Jesus and his or her desire to 
follow Him. Because of this, baptism is still very 
meaningful today!
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WATER BAPTISM
Water baptism is an outward 

expression of an inward decision 
to follow Jesus.

DEATH

bur ial

RESURRECT ION

The word “baptism” literally means “to immerse.”

Standing in the water symbolizes your belief that
Jesus’ death on the cross provided forgiveness 

of sins once and for all.

Submersion in the water symbolizes that, 
just like Jesus died and was buried, 

your old life is dead and buried.

Rising out of the water illustrates that, 
just like Jesus was resurrected, 

you’ve been resurrected to new life!

Baptism is very symbolic. Think of it like a wedding 
ring. Wearing a ring doesn’t make you married, 

but it shows others that you are married and identifies 
you with your spouse. Baptism shows others that you 

have surrendered your life to Jesus, and you are 
part of a faith family called the church!

THE SIGNIFICANCE AND SYMBOLISM:


