DIVING MEDICAL PANEL INFORMATION LEAFLET 

Please take some time to read the information presented here, which will explain some details of this SAUHMA initiative.  Please ask the doctor any questions about any part that you do not fully understand.  It is very important that you are fully satisfied that you clearly understand what the “diving medical panel” entails and how you could be involved.  
Your participation is entirely voluntary and you are free to decline to participate. You are also free to withdraw from the panel discussions at any point, even if you do agree to take part.

What is this diving medical panel all about?

· The panel consists of a number of the top diving medical doctors in South Africa and also include specialists from overseas
· The panel doctors provide their knowledge, services and inputs to the panel on a totally voluntary basis, FREE OF CHARGE.

· The aim of the panel is to provide the best medical evidence regarding your health and safety while diving, by getting information from these knowledgeable individuals.
· The doctor who has seen you for your diving medical examination will still be responsible for the final decision, but the panel assists by providing more information.
Why have you been invited to participate?

· You are invited and encouraged to participate, because:

·  you suffer from a medical condition that is of possible concern regarding your diving health and safety; OR
· you have suffered an injury that may have an effect on your diving health and safety; OR

· there is another reason of concern regarding your health and safety while diving

· Your doctor feels that the reason for concern is not a condition that TOTALLY DISQUALIFIES diving, which means that under certain circumstances there may be a possibility that you can in fact go diving.
What will your responsibilities be?

· You will be required to provide your doctor with all the information regarding your medical status/ injury or other condition causing the concern.
· There may be a requirement for further tests to be done, specialists to see for reports or evaluations to be performed.  The results of these must be forwarded to your doctor (who will forward it to the panel).

· Unless your employer/ diving company pays for these additional investigations, you will be responsible for the costs thereof.

· Because all the information you submit to the panel is considered medical confidential information, you need to consent for your doctor to supply the panel with this information

What are the benefits in taking part?

· You can be assured that the best current medical evidence will be applied to your case.
· Other divers will also benefit if you take part, because once the information is available it is likely to become the new “standard” for diving fitness in persons with your condition.
Are there in risks involved in your taking part?

· There are no risks for you in taking part.
· You will still be managed by your doctor and the panel will not “take over” your medical management.  The panel only supplies your doctor with information to make an informed decision.
If you do not agree to take part, what alternatives do you have?

· You may see any diving doctor for a second opinion
Who will have access to your medical records?

· The information that is collected by the panel is treated as confidential and is protected. 

· The only persons who will have access to your information are the medical persons involved in the diving medical panel.

· The panel is not “set”.  SAUHMA requests specific specialists and individuals with specific knowledge to be part of the panel – ensuring that persons with appropriate qualifications, knowledge and expertise provide inputs to your case.

· If you provide consent for publishing the information in a medical journal, any identifying information (your name, ID number, etc.) will not be disclosed.
Will you be paid to take part and are there any costs involved?

No, you will not be paid to take part in the panel.

There are no direct costs for you to take part in the panel.

There may be additional medical expenses for which you would be responsible – e.g. seeing a specialist for a specific report.

Is there any thing else that you should know or do?

· You can contact your doctor who has seen you for your diving medical examination if you have any further queries or encounter any problems.  The panel primarily provides the information to your doctor, who will remain in contact with you.  You should not contact any of the panel members unless specifically requested to do so.
· You can contact the SAUHMA executive committee (Tel: 0860 242 242) if you have any queries or experience any problems.
· You will receive a copy of this information and consent form for your own records.
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