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The Scriptures
We believe the Bible, comprised of the 66 books of the Old and New Testaments, 
to be the verbally inspired word of God, the final authority for faith and life, iner-
rant in the original writings, infallible, and God-breathed. (2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 
Peter 1:20-21; Matthew 5:18; John 16:12-13).
 

FIVE BEST SELLING TRANSLATIONS IN 2013:
1.  New International Version (NIV)
2.  King James Version (KJV)
3.  English Standard Version (ESV)
4.  New Living Translation (NLT)
5.  New King James Version (NKJV)  

“I would rather have people read any translation of the Bible—no matter how 
weak—than to read no translation of the Bible. If there could be only one 

translation in English, I would rather it be my least favorite than that there be 
none. God uses every version to bless people and save people. . . ”

– John Piper

!



ESV translation philosophy: 
“The ESV is an “essentially literal” translation that seeks as much as possible to capture the pre-
cise wording of the original text and the personal style of each Bible writer. As such, its emphasis 
is on “word-for-word” correspondence, at the same time taking into account differences of gram-
mar, syntax, and idiom between current literary English and the original languages. Thus it seeks 
to be transparent to the original text, letting the reader see as directly as possible the structure 
and meaning of the original.”

NIV translation philosophy:
“The updated NIV you now have in your hands builds on both the original NIV and the TNIV and 
represents the latest effort of the committee to articulate God’s unchanging Word in the way the 
original authors might have said it had they been speaking in English to the global English-speak-
ing audience today. The first concern of the translators has continued to be the accuracy of the 
translation and its faithfulness to the intended meaning of the biblical writers. This has moved the 
translators to go beyond a formal word-for-word rendering of the original texts.”

“What matters most of all is that all of us immerse our minds in the Scriptures every day until 
we are conformed in our thinking and in our feeling to the mind and the heart of Christ.”

– John Piper

John 3:16 (TLB) 
For God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son so that anyone who believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 

John 3:16 (NIV2011) 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life.

John 3:16 (KJV) 
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.

John 3:16 (ESV) 
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life.

John 3:16: (Da Jesus Book)
God wen get so plenny love an aloha fo da peopo inside da world, dat he wen send me, his one 
an ony Boy, so dat everybody dat trus me no get cut off from God, but get da real kine life dat 
stay to da max fovea.


