
Celebrating the Love OF God: “What compels you?”
December 1, 2019

Scripture Reference: 
Colossians 2:6-7; 1 Thessalonians 5:18; Psalm 107:1; 118:1; 136:1; John 3:16; Ephesians 3:14-19; Matthew 
7:21-23; 1 John 4:19; John 13:33-35; Revelation 2:1-4; 1 Corinthians 13:1-3; 2 Corinthians 5:14-15; Romans 
5:1-5; Romans 5:8; 1 John 4:9-11   

Notes:

“The English words “comprehend” and “apprehend” both stem from the Latin word prehendere which means 
“to grasp.” We say that a monkey has a “prehensile tail.” That is, its tail is able to grasp a tree limb and hold on. 
Our word comprehend carries the idea of mentally grasping something; while apprehend suggests laying hold 
of it for yourself. In other words, it is possible to understand something but not really make it your own. Paul’s 
concern is that we lay hold of the vast expanses of the love of God.”
- Warren Wiersbe

“The very spring of our actions is the love of Christ.”
- J B Phillips 

“As the sunlight strikes the moon, and is reflected from her to the earth, so the love we have to Christ, or to 
man, is the reflection of His love to us. All love in our cold and loveless hearts is the emanation and reflection of 
the Love which began in Him, was mediated to us in Calvary, and is reflected from us, as sunlight from a mirror.”
- FB Meyer

“This love suggests the Lord’s seizing us to hold us and maintain us in His sovereign and exclusive possession. 
It takes possession of us so forcefully that it compels us to love in return and wraps up our whole being. More 
than pressure, it is an compulsion that orients our whole life and all our conduct.”
- Theological Lexicon of the New Testament

Application: 

1. What did you hear? (2 Timothy 3:16-17: Teaching, Reproof, Correction, Training)

2. What will you do? (James 1:22-25)


